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1795—1889. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 


HELD  AT 


Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  March  7,  1889. 


PRESENT  : 


Comp.  James  S.  Barber,  .  .  .  . 

“  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  . 
“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  .  .  . 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  .  . 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer,  .  .  . 


.  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  AT.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  AT.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  John  D.  Green, 
James  H.  Codding,  Thaddeus  S.  Adle,  William  Campbell,  Laird 
H.  Barber,  Daniel  B.  Else,  William  O.  Marshall,  and  the  other 
Grand  Officers  in  their  respective  places. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  Augustus  R.  Hall,  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  43,  52,  91,  152,  i6r,  162,  169,  173,  175,  176,  1 8 1 , 
183,  186,  189,  190,497,  198,  201,  208,  215,  216,  220,  22i,  222,  226,  232, 
233.  234,  237,  239,  240,  242,  243,  244,  248,  250,  251,  252,  256,  257,  258, 
262,  264,  267. — (45’Chapters.) 


) 
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The  Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn 
form  at  seven  o’clock  p.  m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication 
held  December  6,  1888,  and  of  the  Annual  Com¬ 
munication,  held  December  27,  1888,  were  read  and 
approved. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  were  received  from 
the  following  Chapters,  Nos.  21,  183  and  230,  and 
new  Code  from  Chapter  210,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  By-Laws. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  a  number  of 
Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges. 

Ordered  to  be  entered  and  filed. 


A  petition  was  received  from  Chapter  No.  222, 
asking  permission  to  receive  a  new  petition  from 
Bro.  J.  T.  H.,  rejected  in  Chapter  No.  178,  on  account 
of  physical  disqualification. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  ruled  the  petition 
out  of  order. 

A  petition  was  read  from  Comp.  A.  R.  S.,  late  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Chapter  No.  213,  formerly  at  Girard,  Pa., 
asking  to  receive  a  certificate  of  good  Masonic  stand¬ 
ing,  whiqh  was,  on  motion,  duly  granted. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  follow- 
ing  report,  which  was,  on  motion,  adopted  : — 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : — 

Brothers  and  Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  having 
considered  the  various  amendments  to  By-Laws  submitted  to  them, 
respectfully  offer  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chap¬ 
ters  Nos.  210  and  267  be  amended  as  noted  by  the  Committee,  and 
the  proposed  amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Nos.  21,  183  and  230  be 
approved. 

Fraternally  yours, 

% 

J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Philadelphia,  March  7,  1889.  Chairman. 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  off”  for  the 
purpose  of  exemplifying  the  degree  of  a  Mark  Master 
Mason. 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  then  opened 
and  the  degree  of  a  Mark  Master  Mason  was  ex¬ 
emplified  by  the  Grand  Officers. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  then 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  fifty  minutes  p.  m. 


Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 


HELD  AT 

Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  June  6,  1889. 

PRESENT : 

Comp.  James  S.  Barber, . M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 

“  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Geo.  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  p.g.h.p.,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe,  p.  t. 

Thomas  R.  Patton, . M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  Thaddeus  S.  Adle, 
Samuel  L.  French,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  respective 
places. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  Augustus  R.  Hall,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  52,  91,  152,  169,  175,  183,  190,  196,  197,  198,  201, 
208,  214,  220,  222,  229,  232,  233,  237,  240,  243,  248,  250,  256,  257,  258,. 
260. — (28  Chapters.) 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ancient  and 
solemn  form  at  seven  o’clock  and  five  minutes  p.  m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  of 
March  7,  1889,  were  read  and  approved. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  3, 
52,  182,  196,  206,  240,  243,  249,  261  and  268  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 
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A  missive  was  received  from  Comp.  John  H.  Ire- 

% 

dell,  Jr.,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Ohio,  appointing  Comp. 
Irving  P.  Wanger,  Grand  Representative  of  that  Grand 
Chapter  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  Comp.  Wanger  was  received  and 
acknowledged  as  such. 

Also,  a  like  missive  from  Comp.  C.  L.  West,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Minnesota,  appointing  Comp.  N. 
Ferree  Lightner,  their  representative  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

■v 

On  motion  Comp.  Lightner  was  received  and 
acknowledged  as  such. 

A  missive  was  received  and  read  from  H.  R.  H. 
Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales,  ap¬ 
pointing  Comp.  Charles  E.  Meyer  as  the  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  near  the 
several  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States. 

On  motion  Comp.  Meyer  was  received  and  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  such. 


A  petition  was  read  from  Chapter  No.  267,  asking 
for  permission  to  receive  a  new  petition  from  C.  W.  G., 
rejected  in  Chapter  No.  198. 

On  motion  permission  was  granted  under  the  usual 
restrictions. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report,  which  was  received  and  referred  back  to 
the  Committee  to  report  an  amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution. 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  M.  E. 

Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : — 

Brothers  and  Companions: — In  carefully  examining  the  various 
codes  of  By-Laws  submitted  to  us,  we  have  found  certain  provisions 
contained  in  two  of  the  three  codes  now  before  us,  which  may  or  may 
not  be  lawful  according  to  the  construction  placed  upon  the  seventy- 
second  section  of  the  Constitution. 

That  section  provides,  “  All  Chapters  warranted  and  constituted  as 
above  are  prohibited  from  making  the  Charter  members  life  members 
for  a  less  sum  than  twenty-five  dollars.”  One  of  the  codes  presented 
provides  for  the  making  of  life  members  for  the  sum  of  “  fifteen  dol¬ 
lars ”  after  five  years’  membership  and  after  twenty  years’  membership 
without  payment  of  any  sum  whatever,  the  other  provides  a  charge  of 
thirty  dollars,  upon  the  payment  of  ten  annual  dues  the  sum  of  fifteen 
dollars  or  the  payment  of  twenty  annual  dues  without  further  payment. 
In  another  clause  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  and  all  Past  High  Priests,  by 
service  in  the  Chapter,  are  made  life  members  without  payment  of  any 
sum  beyond  the  dues  owing. 

Now,  upon  the  construction  placed  by  you  upon  that  section  must 
depend  what  our  action  shall  be  as  to  these  provisions. 

In  the  last  case,  the  Chapter  has  been  constituted  but  a  very  short 
time,  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  at  the  time  of  the  constitution  of  the  Chap¬ 
ter,  and  most  likely  those  who  may  be  advanced  to  that  office  for  a 
number  of  years  to  come,  is  or  are  Charter  members,  and  if  the  last 
clause  above  referred  to  is  permitted  to  stand  the  Chapter  will  be  able 
to  do  indirectly  that  which  it  is  prohibited  from  doing  directly. 

We  also  call  your  attention  to  what  might  be  considered  an  anom¬ 
aly,  that  is,  while  one  who  has  taken  great  pains,  spent,  it  maybe,  con¬ 
siderable  time  and  means  in  assisting  in  the  formation  of  a  new  Chap¬ 
ter,  may  not  become  a  life  member  for  a  less  sum  than  twenty-five 
dollars;  another  who  may  have  become  a  member  on  the  day  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Chapter  or  at  some  time  subsequent  thereto,  not 
being  one  of  the  applicants  for  the  warrant,  may  have  the  same  privi 
lege  for  a  less  sum. 
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We  are  not  unmindful  that  heretofore  some  By-Laws  have  inadver¬ 
tently  been  approved  with  such  provisions  in  them,  caused  by  the  fact 
that  your  Committee  have  been  very  careful  in  endeavoring  to  avoid 
any  appearance  of  interfering  in  the  inter-domestic  arrangements  of  a 
Chapter  unless  it  touched  some  vital  point  or  was  likely  to  lead  to  self- 
destruction  ;  the  error,  if  there  be  one,  was  in  trying  to  leave  each 
Chapter  as  much  self-government  as  might  be  safe. 

To  meet  the  question  and  have  an  authoritative  decision  upon  the 
point  we  offer  the  following  resolution  for  your  consideration,  to  wit: — 

Resolved ,  That  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  section  seventy- 
two  of  the  Constitution  is,  that  no  Chapter  shall  confer  the  privileges 
of  life  membership  upon  any  of  its  members  for  a  less  sum  than 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  all  Chapters  having  any  provision  in  their  By- 
Laws  infringing  upon  this  construction  are  hereby  required  to  amend 
them  so  as  to  conform  to  said  seventy-second  section  as  thus  construed. 

Fraternally  submitted,  v 

J.  ALEXANDER  SIMPSON, 

Chairman  Committee  on  By-Lavas. 

Philadelphia,  June  6,  1889,  A.  I.  2419. 


The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  a  further 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : — 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylva?iia  : — 

Brothers  and  Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws,  having 
carefully  examined  the  several  codes  of  By-Laws  and  the  amendments 
to  By-Laws  submitted  to  them,  offer  the  following  resolutions  for  your 
consideration,  to  wit  : — 

No.  196.  Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
196  be  amended  by  striking  out  of  Section  6,  of  Article  IV,  all  after  the 
word  “matters,”  and  as  thus  amended,  said  By-Laws  be  approved. 

No.  206.  Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  206  be 
amended  by  striking  out  of  Section  2  of  Article  III  all  after  the  words 
“  two  stewards  ”  ;  by  striking  out  of  Section  1  of  Article  VIII  the  words 
“  one  dollar  ”  and  inserting  “  two  dollars  ”  in  their  place;  by  striking 
out  of  Section  1  of  Article  IX  the  word  “  fifteen  ”  and  inserting  “twenty- 
five  ’’  in  its  place  ;  by  striking  out  of  the  same  section  the  words  lf  or  any 
Companion  who  has  been  in  good  standing  for  twenty  years  ”  and  as 
thus  amended,  said  By-Laws  be  approved. 
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No.  268.  Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  268 
be  amended  by  striking  out  of  Section  1  of  Article  X  the  word  “  fifteen  ” 
and  inserting  “  twenty-five  ”  in  its  place  ;  by  striking  out  of  the  same 
section  all  after  the  words  “  membership  for  life  ”  where  the  first  occurs, 
and  as  thus  amended,  said  By-Laws  be  approved. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  BY-LAWS. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of 
Chapters  Nos.  3,  52,  182,  240,  243  and  249  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  ALEXANDER  SIMPSON. 
Philadelphia,  June  6,  1889,  A.  I.  2419. 


The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  reported 
verbally  that  the  proceedings  for  1887  were  being 
.  printed. 

The  death  of  Comp.  Samuel  Harper,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  feeling  terms  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  who  requested  Comp.  William  J.  Kelly  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  Eulogy  for  the  December  Communication. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  requested  the  Grand 
Secretary,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Charles  E. 
Meyer,  to  prepare  the  report  of  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  for  the  present  year. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  called  attention  to 
the  severe  and  disastrous  floods  at  Johnstown  and 
elsewhere  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  great  loss  of 
life  and  distress  that  prevailed  there.  That  he  had 
drawn  an  order  on  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  for 


* 


two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  had  been  paid  to 
the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Pennsylvania  for 
their  immediate  use.  He  had  also  issued_calls  on  the 
several  Chapters  for  aid. 

On  motion  the  action  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  was  approved,  and  a  further  sum  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  appropriated  if  in  his  judgment 
the  same  is  necessary. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received 
from  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  for  relief 
of  the  sufferers. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  off"  for  the 
purpose  of  exemplifying  the  Degree  of  a  Most 
Excellent  Master  Mason. 

A  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters  was  then 
opened  and  the  work  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
then  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  peace,  at 
nine  o'clock  p.  m. 


Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 


Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  September  8,  1889. 


PRESENT : 


Comp.  James  S.  Barber,  .  . 

Alexander  H.  Morgan, 
“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  .  . 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
H.  E.  Grand  Kmg. 

H.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Ad.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
.Vd.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  Thaddeus  S.  Adle, 
D.  B.  Else,  Wm.  L.  Gorgas,  L.  H.  Barber,  John  D.  Green  and  the 
other  Grand  Officers  in  their  respective  places. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Charles  E.  Meyer,  Hibbert  P.  John, 
Augustus  R.  Hall. 

Chaps.  Nos.  3,  21,  52,  91,  152,  169,  173,  183,  190,  194,  197,  198,  208, 
222,  228,  232,  233,  235,  239,  240,  242,  243,  248,  250,  251,  256,  257,  258, 
267. — (29  Chapters.) 


The  Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn 
form  at  seven  o’clock  and  five  minutes  p.  m. 

Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  June 
6,  1889,  were  read  and  approved. 


Code  of  By-Laws  was  received  from  Chapter  220, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 
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A  communication  was  read  from  Chapter  No.  21 1, 

\  0 

asking  permission  from  Grand  Chapter, 'to  receive  a 
new  petition  from  G.  R.  S.,  rejected  in  said  chapter. 

On  motion  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted 
under  the  usual  restrictions. 


A  petition  was  read  from  Chapter  No.  248,  asking 
permission  to  receive  a  new  petition  from  R.  N.  S., 
rejected  in  Chapter  No.  251. 

On  motion  permission  was  granted  under  the 
usual  restrictions. 

A  missive  was  read  from  Comp.  H.  G.  Sandifer, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Kentucky,  appointing  Comp. 
Edgar  A.  Tennis,  as  representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Kentucky  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  Comp.  Tennis  was  received  and 
acknowledged  as  such. 


The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following 
report : — 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania : — 

Companions  : — The  Grand  Secretary  fraternally  presents  the  follow¬ 
ing  Annual  Report  of  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  and  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  jurisdiction  for  the  year  ending  December  27,  1888  : — 


CHAPTERS. 


The  number  of  members,  December  27,  1887,  was  .  .  .  11,909 

Admitted  during  year  1888, . 67 

Marked,  ...........  894 

Restored  to  membership, . 17 

Correction  of  errors,  former  reports, . 91 

Total, . 12,978 

DEDUCT. 

Dimitted  during  1888, . 153 

Died, . 168 

Suspended  or  expelled, . 175 

Membership  ceased, . 15 

-  511 

Present  Membership,  December  27,  1888,  as  per  returns,  .  12,467 

While  these  figures  show  an  apparent  loss  of  89  members  as  com¬ 
pared  with  last  year,  there  has  been  an  actual  gain  of  312,  the  differ¬ 
ence  arising  from  errors  and  corrections  which  were  not  carried  into 
the  annual  report. 

During  1888  there  have  been  rejected,  .....  45 

MARK  LODGES. 

Number  of  members  December  27,  1888,  ....  1 ,376 

DEDUCT. 

Dimitted,  ..........  1 

Died,  ..........  48 

Suspended,  .........  23 

Membership  ceased,  .......  2 

-  74 


Membership,  December  27,  1888, 


1,302 


The  following  is  the  table  of  statistics  : — 
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2  Name. 

a. 

JX 

u 

3  Jerusalem,  .  .  .  . 

21  Perseverance,  .  . 

43 . 

52  Harmony,  .  . 

91  Columbia,  .  .  .  . 

150  Washington,  .  .  . 

152  Reading,  .  .  .  . 

159  Schuylkill,  .  .  . 

161  Union . 

162  Zerubbabel, 

163  La  Fayette, 

164  Brownsville.  . 

165  Union, . 

166  Mt.  Moriah, 

167  Eureka, . 

169  Philadelphia,  .  .  . 

170  Delta, . 

171  St.  John’s,  .  .  .  . 

172  Temple,  .  .  .  . 

173  Easton, . 

174  Northumberland, 

175  Keystone,  .  .  .  . 

176  George  Washington, 

1 77  Tamaqua,  . 

178  Catawissa . 

179  Eureka, . 

180  Warren, . 

181  Lilly, . 

182  Shekinah,  .  . 

183  Oriental,  .  . 

185  Lackawanna,  . 

186  Lewistown, 

187  Oriental,  . 

189  Mountain, 

190  Norristown, 

191  Solomon,  . 

192  Urania, . 
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Name. 

Duquesnc,  .  . 

Tioga,  .... 
Portage,  .  .  . 

Mountain  City. 

Weidle . 

Phoenix,  .  .  . 

Howell,  .  .  . 

Columbus,  . 

Standing  Stone ,  . 

Howell . 

Allen,  .... 
Anthony  Wayne , 
Factoryville,  .  . 

Harmony,  .  .  . 

Aaron,  .... 
Germantown, 
Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
Great  Bend,  .  . 

Venango,  .  .  . 

Mound,  .  .  . 

Valley . 

Temple,  .  .  . 

Zinzendorf,  .  . 

Allegheny,  .  . 

Bloomsbury ,  .  . 

Griscom, 

Fort  Washington, 
Tremont,  .  .  . 

Lycoming,  .  . 

Oxford,  .... 
Corinthian,  .  . 

Jefferson,  .  .  . 

Siloam,  .... 
Emporium,  .  . 

Clearfield,  .  .  . 

Newtown,  .  .  . 

Elk, . 

St.  John,  .  .  . 
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61 
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Excelsior,  .  .  . 
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2 

2 
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Newport,  .  .  . 

2 

43 

239 

Danville,  .  .  . 

4 

5i 
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Palestine,  .  .  . 

35 
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Bellefonte,  .  .  . 
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1 
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61 
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Number  of  Chapters  December  27,  1888,  .  .  .  .  m 

Number  of  Mark  Lodges  December  27,  1888,  ...  3 

Fraternally  submitted, 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Philadelphia,  September  5,  1889.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  which  was  received  and  adopted  : — 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  M.  E. 

Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : — 

Brothers  and  Companions  : — Y our  Committee  on  By-Laws,  having 
carefully  considered  the  By-Laws  referred  to  them,  offer  for  your  con¬ 
sideration  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : — 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  220  be 
amended  by  striking  out  of  Section  1  of  Article  VII  the  figures  “  $8.00  ” 
and  inserting  “  $10.00"  in  their  place,  and  as  thus  amended  said  By- 
Laws  be  approved. 

In  obedience  to  your  directions  made  at  the  Communication  held  in 
June  last,  your  Committee  offer  the  annexed  amendment  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution,  which  it  is  believed  will  avoid  the  inequality  of  the  present 
Section  72,  as  referred  to  in  our  report  at  that  date. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  ALEXANDER  SIMPSON, 

Philadelphia,  September  5,  1889.  Chairman  Committee. 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Strike  out  the  whole  of  Section  72,  and  insert  in 
its  place  the  following,  to  wit : — 

No  Chapter  shall  confer  the  privileges  of  life-membership  upon  any 
of  its  members  for  a  less  sum  than  twenty-five  dollars,  except  as  here¬ 
inafter  provided.  Where  a  member  has  paid  annual  dues  for  a  period 
not  less  than  fifteen  years,  such  privilege  may  be  granted  upon  the 
payment  of  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars  as  the  By-Laws  shall  prescribe. 
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A  Chapter  may,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  meritorious  service  as  M.  E. 
High  Priest,  or  after  twenty-five  years’  membership  grant  such  privilege 
without  the  payment  of  any  fee,  if  the  By-Laws  so  provide,  but  the 
motion  therefor  shall  be  made  in  writing  at  a  stated" meeting  of  the 
Chapter,  and  upon  being  seconded  shall  be  read  and  entered  upon  the 
minutes  and  shall  lie  over  until  the  next  stated  meeting,  when,  if  such 
motion  shall  receive  a  two-thirds  vote  in  the  affirmative,  it  shall  be 
adopted.  The  members  shall  be  notified  of  the  pendency  of  such 
motion. 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  off”  for  the 
purpose  of  exemplifying  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

p 

A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons^  was  then 
opened. 

The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  then  exemplified  by 
the  Grand  Officers. 

The  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  then 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “  called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  nine  o’clock 
and  fifteen  minutes  p.  m. 

Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 


Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  December  5,  1889, 


PRESENT : 


Comp.  James  S.  Barber, 

“  Alexander  H.  Morgan, 
“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  . 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest .. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer . 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests—  Comps.  William  j.  Carson,. 
Samuel  L.  French,  T.  S.  Adle,  Wm.  Campbell,  Laird  H.  Barber, 
James  H.  Codding,  Joel  S.  Eaby,  Daniel  B.  Else,  H.  W.  De. 
Witt,  Caleb  C.  Thompson,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their 
respective  places. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  Charles  E.  Meyer,  George 
E.  Wagner,  Hibbert  P.  John,  Augustus  R.  Hall,  George  W. 
Kendrick,  Jr.,  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  52,  91,  152,  159,  161,  162,  163,  164,  169,  172, 

173,  175,  l8l>  i83>  186,  189,  190,  192,  195,  197,  199,  202,  208,  214, 

215,  216,  219,  220,  221,  222,  223,  226,  229,  232,  233,  234,  235,  238, 

239,  240,  241,  242,  243,  247,  250,  251,  252,  256,  260,  261,  262,  263, 

267,  268. — (55  Chapters.) 

* 

The  Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn 
form  at  3  o’clock  p.  m. 


The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication, 
held  September  5,  1889,  were  read  and  approved. 
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On  motion  a  duplicate  warrant  was  directed  to  be 
issued,  free  of  charge,  to  Portage  Chapter,  No.  195, 
at  Johnstown,  the  same  having  been  lost  in  the  late 
floods. 

Petitions  were  received  for  warrants  for  new 
Chapters  to  be  located  at  Doylestown,  Bucks  county, 
and  Pottstown,  Montgomery  county,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 


Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No.  172, 
196  and  257  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  By-Laws. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report : — 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand 
Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : — 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp. 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp. 
Charles  E.  Meyer,  from  November  20,  1888,  to  November  20,  1889, 
and  find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : — 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand  November  20,  1888,  .  ...  $1,526  48 

Dues  and  fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  .  .  4.447  47 

Interest  on  Masonic  Loan,  ......  1,000  00 

“  deposits  of  Grand  Treasurer,  .  .  .  .  41  65 

Sale  of  certificates,  constitutions,  attests,  dispensations,  etc.,  18  00 

Total,  .........  $7,033  60 
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PAYMENTS. 


Expenses  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 

$1,186 

13 

Flood  Sufferers, 

250 

00 

Expenses  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

673 

54 

Salary,  Grand  Secretary,  to  Sept.  27,  1809,  . 

750 

00 

Grand  Secretary’s  Clerk,  to  Sept.  27, 

1889,  .  .’  . 

0 

0 

00 

Grand  Tyler,  to  Sept.  27,  1889, 

Ho 

00 

Rent  from  Sept.  30,  1888,  to  Sept.  30,  1889,  . 

1,700 

00 

Printing,  including  Proceedings, 

605 

!5 

Tuning  organ,  one  year,  .... 

20 

00 

Postage,  expressage,  stationery,  funeral  and 

office  expenses,  Grand  Secretary, 

129 

5o 

- $5,864  32 

Balance, .  $1,169 


With  which  to  pay  balances  due  on  appropriations  to  December  27, 
1889,  as  follows  : — 


Expenses  of  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  $313  87 

Rent  from  Sept.  30,  1889,  to  Dec.  30,  1889,  .  425  00 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  to  Dec.  27,  1889,  .  187  50 

“  Grand  Secretary’s  Clerk  to  Dec.  27, 

1889,  .  .  .  .  .  .  100  00 

“  Grand  Tyler  to  Dec.  27,  1889.  .  37  50 

Tuning  organ  to  Dec.  31,  1889,  ...  20  00 

- $1,063  87 

Leaving  balance  of  ...  $105  35 


To  which  add  balance  of  amounts  due  from  Chapters,  as 

per  balance  sheet,  .......  $2,018  90 

Showing  a  surplus  over  all  appropriations  and  expendi¬ 
tures  to  Dec.  27,  1889,  of  . 2,12425. 


We  have  examined  the  investments  held  by  the  M. 
E.  Grand  Treasurer,  amounting  to  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  all  of  which  are  bonds  of  the  five  per  cent. 
Masonic  Loan,  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  found  them 
correct. 
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The  Committee  present  the  following  estimate  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  1890  : — 

4 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand  Nov.  20,  1889, 

•  .  „  • 

$1,169  28 

Dues  and  fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 

• 

5,800  00 

Interest  on  investments,  .... 

• 

1,000  00 

Sale  of  Constitutions,  Certificates,  Dispensations, 

etc.,  . 

20  00 

Charters,  .  ...... 

• 

200  00 

Total,  ....... 

• 

$8,189  28 

EXPENDITURES. 

Rent  for  1890,  ...... 

$1,700  00 

Expenses  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 

1,500  00 

“  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

0 

0 

0 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  .... 

^0 

0 

8 

Clerk,  ...... 

400  OO 

Grand  Tyler,  ..... 

150  OO 

Masonic  clothing,  etc.,  ..... 

8 

O 

1-0 

Printing,  Annual  Proceedings,  postage,  sta- 

tionery,  etc., 

700  00 

Tuning  organ  for  1890,  .... 

40  00 

Balance  due  on  appropriations  for  1889, 

1,063  87 

$7>  103  87 

Showing  an  apparent  surplus  of 

$1,085  4i 

The  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions  : — 

Resolved,  That  appropriations  be  made  for  the  year  1890  as 


follows  : — 

For  expenses  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  $1,50°  00 

For  expenses  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests  in  visiting 

Chapters,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  750  00 

For  rent,  .........  1,700  00 

For  printing,  including  Annual  Proceedings,  postage,  ex- 

pressage,  stationery,  etc.,  .....  700  00 

For  salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  .  .  .  .  .  750  00 

“  Clerk,  .......  400  00 

“  “  Grand  Tyler,  .  .  .  .  .  .  150  00 

For  tuning  organ,  ........  40  00 

For  Masonic  clothing,  etc.,  ......  50  00 
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Resolved ,  That  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be,  and  he  is  hereby- 
authorized  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  for  the 
amounts  named  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  as  they  become  due  and 
payable. 

William  J.  Kelly,  " 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
Samuel  W.  Wray, 

Charles  W.  Packer, 

Committee  on  Finance. 


Balances,  November  20,  1889. 


After  the  closing  entries  are  made  for  the  fiscal  year  1889. 


Dr. 

Due  by  Chapters,  . 
Cash,  ...... 

Investments,  .  .  . 


Cr. 

$2,080  46  Due  to  Chapters,  .  .  .  $61  56 

1,169  G.  Chapter  of  Pa.,  .  .  23,188  18 

20,000  00 


$23,249  74 


$23,249  74 


On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  the  resolutions  attached  thereto  unani¬ 
mously  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report : — 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  M.  E. 

Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : — 

Brothers  and  Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws, 
having  carefully  examined  the  By-Laws  and  amendments  to  By-Laws 
submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  reso¬ 
lution  for  your  consideration,  to  wit : — 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  172,  196  and 
257  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Philadelphia,  December  5,  1889.  Chr.  Com.  on  By-Laws. 


On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  the  reso¬ 
lution  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  report,  which  was  ordered  spread 
upon  the  Minutes  : — 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania : — 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  report 
having  approved  the  bills  of  work  done  during  the  year,  viz. :  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  Grand  Chapter  for  1889,  notices  and  stationery  for  Grand  High 
Priest’s  and  Grand  Secretary’s  offices,  amounting  to  $605.15. 

Fraternally  submitted} 

James  Bleloch, 

Philadelphia,  December  5,  1889.  for  Committee . 


The  amendment  of  Section  72  of  the  Constitution 
of  Grand  Chapter,  offered  in  September  5,  1889,  was 
then  considered,  and,  on  motion,  adopted  as  follows  : — 


Section  72.  No  Chapter  shall  confer  the  privileges  of  life  member¬ 
ship  for  a  less  sum  than  twenty-five  dollars,  except  as  herein  provided. 
Where  a  member  has  paid  full  annual  dues  for  twenty  years,  he  may 
be  made  a  life  member  upon  the  payment  of  not  less  than  fifteeii 
dollars,  should  the  By-Laws  so  provide. 

A  Chapter,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  meritorious  service  for  at  least 
one  term  as  its  M.  E.  High  Priest,  or,  to  a  member  having  said  full 
dues  for  twenty-five  years,  may  grant  the  privilege  of  life  membership 
without  the  payment  of  any  fee,  if  provided  for  in  th^  By-Laws ;  but 
in  either  of  such  cases  the  motion  therefor  shall  be  made  in  writing  at 
a  stated  meeting  of  the  Chapter,  and,  upon  being  seconded,  shall  be 
read  and  entered  upon  the  minutes,  and  shall  lie  over  until  the  next 
stated  meeting,  when,  if  such  motion  shall  receive  a  two-thirds  vote  in 
the  affirmative,  it  shall  be  adopted.  The  members  shall  be  notified  of 
the  pendency  of  such  motion. 
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Comp.  William  J.  Kelly  then,  at  the  request  of 
the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  read  the  following 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  Comp.  Samuel  Harper,  late 
Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence.  The 
same  was  directed  to  be  printed  in  the  proceedings, 
and  the  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 


M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  and  Companions: — When  the  solemn  words,  “in  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  death,”  were  spoken  on  the  19th  day  of  May, 
1889,  at  the  funeral  service  of  our  distinguished  and  beloved  Compan¬ 
ion,  Samuel  Harper,  they  fell  with  painful  effect  upon  the  ears  of  many 
friends  of  our  Companion,  who  were  present  to  personally  testify  their 
appreciation  of  his  many  good  qualities,  exercised  time  and  again  in 
their  behalf,  both  individually  and  collectively,  during  his  long  and 
active  business  life.  His  years  were  not  great  in  number,  but  his  activ¬ 
ity  in  the  various  lines  which  he  laid  out  for  himself  to  follow  was  so 
great  as  to  cause  early  exhaustion. 

In  his  Church  he  was  ever  employed  in  some  of  the  departments  to 
build  up  and  strengthen  its  usefulness. 

In  public  life,  as  a  citizen,  he  was  zealous  for  the  public  good,  and 
was  constantly  engaged  in  either  pacifying  discordant  elements  or 
criticizing  derelict  public  servants.  In  Masonry  he  was  a  student  and 
advisor  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  his  pen  and  counsel  were  being 
constantly  sought  or  wielded  in  the  most  fraternal  manner  up  to  within 
a  short  period  of  his  death. 

In  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  he  was  an  authority  in  this 
State,  and  most  unselfishly  did  he  perform  the  arduous  duties  that  were 
assigned  him. 

In  the  Law  he  was  bright  and  learned;  but,  unfortunately  for  himself, 
his  time  was  so  occupied  in  attending  to  the  duties  above  enumerated, 
that  he  was  forced  to  measurably  neglect  the  practice  of  that  profession, 
which  would  no  doubt  have  brought  him  fame  and  fortune.  Compan¬ 
ion  Samuel  Harper  died  at  his  home,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  May  16, 
1889,  after  a  comparatively  brief  illness. 

He  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  August  8,  1837.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  Iowa,  and,  after  returning  to 
Pittsburgh,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  was  employed  for  a  short  time 
as  a  writer  on  a  newspaper  in  that  city,  and  at  twenty-one  years  of  age 
was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

At  a  very  early  age,  seventeen  years,  he  was  a  member  of  a  military 
company,  and  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  was  first  lieutenant 
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of  a  military  company  in  Iowa.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion 
in  1 86 1  he  was  connected  with  a  volunteer,  or  home-guard  military 
company  in  Pittsburgh,  and  in  1862  joined  the  139th  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania  Volunteers.  His  rank  was  lieutenant,  but  he  served  as 
quartermaster  of  his  regiment  during  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out 
in  1865.  The  books  of  the  company  were  kept  in  such  an  admirable 
manner  by  him,  as  to  serve  a  good  purpose  ever  since,  for  all  the 
members  of  that  regiment  who  were  entitled  thereto,  were  enabled  to 
secure  pensions  without  unnecessary  delay,  and  the  good  done  in  that 
respect  has  caused  many  a  poor  fellow  to  heartily  pray  for  Major 
Harper’s  success. 

In  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  he  has  been  active  and  useful. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  Moody  Post,  No.  155,  and  Past  Depart¬ 
ment  Commander  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  organization,  and  #at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  Secretary  of  the  State  Monument  Association, 
which  has  charge  of  the  building  of  monuments  at  Gettysburg.  In  1867 
he  was  appointed  Register  in  Bankruptcy  for  thq  Twenty-second 
District,  and  was  continued  such  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Those 
familiar  with  that  office  speak  of  the  clean  and  able  administration  of 
our  Companion  while  in  that  office,  and  that  he  left  everything  con¬ 
nected  with  it  in  such  a  shape  as  to  give  no  trouble  to  his  successor. 

I  have  a  letter  written  to  me  by  Past  Grand  Master  Eichbaum,  in 
which  he  says: 

“As  Register  in  Bankruptcy  until  1872.  he  had  control  of  all  this 
section.  His  decisions  were  uniformly  good  and  satisfactory.  He  was 
reversed  in  very  few  cases.” 

He  might  have  made  large  wealth  out  of  that  position,  had  he  been 
disposed  to  barter  official  opinions  for  money;  but  he’never  made  more 
than  a  bare  living,  and  his  integrity  in  the  office  was  never  questioned. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John  Lodge,  No  219,  February  27, 
1863.  He  was  Past  Master  of  his  Lodge,  and  became  a  member  of 
Grand  Lodge  in  1870.  He  was  one  of  the  Committee  to  Revise  the 
Ahiman  Rezon,  and  has  been  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Appeals,  continuing  on  that  committee  until  the  time  of  his 
death. 

He  was  a  member  and  first  High  Priest  of  Shiloh  Chapter,  No.  257, 
and  as  a  member  of  this  Grand  Chapter  was  well  known  to  all  of  us, 
for  his  ability  in  debate  and  the  clearness  with  which  he  expressed  his 
views. 

He  was  for  a  number  of  years  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence,  and  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  Capitular 
Masons  of  this  country  by  his  able  and  voluminous  reports. 
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He  was  a  member  and  Past  Commander  of  Tancred  Commandery, 
No.  48,  K.  T.,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  that  Grand  body,  surrendering 
the  position  some  four  years  ago,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  then  Grand 
Commander,  and  to  the  great  loss  of  the  Order  in  general. 

He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
and  was  honored  with  the  330  at  a  time  when  he  was  but  young  in  that 
Rite. 

Comp.  Harper  was  of  a  religious  turn  of  mind,  and  during  a  number 
of  years  devoted  much  time  to  religious  affairs.  He  was  a  member 
and  vestryman  in  St.  Andrew’s  Episcopal  Church,  from  which  his 
funeral  services  were  held  at  his  interment. 

He  was  a  profound  Masonic  law  student,  and  there  were  few  who 
could  be  fairly  called  his  equal.  His  conclusions  were  correct,  and 
invariably  commanded  respect. 

Physically  he  was  brave,  and  the  man  does  not  walk  the  earth  who 
can  boast  he  ever  insulted  Sam  Harper  that  he  did  not  get  his  pay 
instantly,  let  his  size  be  what  it  may.  His  integrity  was  beautiful;  it 
was  such  as  absolutely  never  to  be  questioned  by  either  friend  or  foe  ; 
it  was  on  a  plane  so  high  and  pure  as  to  command  admiration  and 
always  to  secure  confidence. 

I  am  proud,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  of  my  acquaintance  with  and 
affection  for  Comp.  Harper,  for  although  we  did  not  always  agree  upon 
many  points  in  which  we  were  mutually  interested,  yet  our  differences 
were  never  of  such  a  nature  that  caused  me  to  lose  the  respect  and 
regard  which  I  had  so  long  entertained  ;  and  in  his  death,  I — we,  M. 
E.  Grand  High  Priest — have  lost  one  who,  in  his  life,  served  us  with 
all  the  honesty,  ability  and  uprightness  of  an  honest  heart.  I  beg  to 
offer  the  following : 

Resolved ,  That  we,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  testify  to  the  signal  ability,  pure 
character,  loyal  devotion,  charitable  disposition  and  manly  qualities 
of  our  late  Companion,  Samuel  Harper,  and  we  mourn  him  as  alost 
to  us  by  his  death. 

That  we  condole  with  his  widow  and  orphan  children  in  their  loss. 
That  we  sympathize  with  our  Brethren  and  Companions  who  were  his 
immediate  associates,  and  that  we,  as  our  best  testimony,  point  to  him 
as  one  it  were  well  to  emulate. 


All  those  who  had  not  received  the  order  of  High 
Priesthood  having  retired,  the  work  of  the  order  of 
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High  Priesthood  was  then  exemplified  by  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  re-admitted. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  peace  at  six 
o’clock  and  ten  minutes  p.  m. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION, 


HELD  AT 


Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  St.  John’s  Day, 
December  27,  1889. 


Comp. 

present : 

James  S.  Barber, . 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

i  ( 

Alexander  H.  Morgan,  .  . 

Jf.  E.  Grand  King. 

( ( 

Edgar  A.  Tennis, . 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

( ( 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  .... 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

( ( 

Charles  E.  Meyer,  .... 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

(  ( 

J.  Alexander  Simpson,  .  .  . 

Asst.  Grand  Secreia?y. 

i  i 

Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz,  .... 

Grand  Chaplain. 

( < 

i  ( 

William  A.  Piper,  M.  D.,  .  . 

Ellsworth  H.  Hults,  .  .  . 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

(  < 

L.  Hassell  Lapp, . 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

<  ( 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  .... 

Grand  R.  A.  Captain. 

i  ( 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, . 

Grand  Master  of  jd  Veil. 

t  < 

James  P.  Malseed, . 

Grand  Master  of  2d  Veil. 

i  ( 

E.  A.  Evans, . 

Grand  Master  of  1st  Veil. 

(  ( 

Frank  M.  Highley,  .... 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

i  ( 

Henry  T.  Kingston,  .... 

Grand  Marshal. 

i  < 

J.  Newton  Marshall,  .  .  . 

S.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

it 

Joseph  S.  Miller, . 

f.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

i  < 

William  A.  Sinn, . 

Grand  Tyler. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Charles  E.  Meyer,  Hibbert  P.  John, 
Augustus  R.  Hall,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  and  Matthias  H. 
Henderson. 

Grand  Representatives. — Comp.  Charles  E.  Meyer,  of  Grand 
Chapters  of  New  York,  Illinois,  South  Carolina,  Iowa,  Massachusetts, 
Quebec,  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of 
England  and  Wales. 


Comp.  N.  Ferree  Lightner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

Comp.  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Nebraska  and 
Canada. 

Comp.  William  J.  Kelly,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 

Comp.  Augustus  R.  Hall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

Comp.  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina. 

Comp.  Ellsworth  H.  Hults,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Comp.  John  Curtis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Comp.  David  B.  Taylor,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

Comp.  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

Representatives  of  Chapters  Nos.  3,  52,  91,  169,  183,  186,  208,  220,  223, 
232,  233,  234,  238,  240,  243,  247,  250,  251.— (18  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ancient  and 
solemn  form  at  six  o’clock  p.  m. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  a  number  of 
Chapters,  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered  and  filed. 

An  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  was  received  from 
Chapter  No.  43  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  offered  the  following 

o 

which  was  unanimously  adopted  : — 


Resolved ,  That  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  rent  a 
box  in  the  Union  Trust  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  to  deposit 
the  securities  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Resolved ,  That  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  make 
the  necessary  changes  in  the  investments  of  the  Grand  Chapter  from 
the  5  per  cent.  Masonic  Redemption  Loan  to  the  new  4  per  cent,  loans 
of  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  the  Grand  Officers  be  authorized  to  make 
said  transfer. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report,  which  was  adopted  : — 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : — 

Brothers  and  Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  hav¬ 
ing  examined  the  proposed  code  of  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  43,  recom¬ 
mend  that  they  be  approved. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Chairman . 

Philadelphia,  December  27,  1889. 


The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented 
their  report  (see  Appendix ),  which  was  referred  to 
the  Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  print. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Matthias  H. 
Henderson,  then  read  the  following  memoir  of 
M.  E.  Comp.  John  Thomson,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed  in  the  proceedings,  and  the  resolutions 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  following  “  In  Memoriam.”  on  the  late  Comp. 
John  Thomson  was  read  by  P.  G.  H.  P.,  Comp.  Mat¬ 
thias  H.  Henderson  at  the  Annual  Grand  Communi¬ 
cation  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  December  27,  1889: — 


Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  a7id  Companions : — 

When  a  good  man  dies,  those  who  knew  him  in  life  delight  to 
recount  his  virtues  and  place  on  record  a  history  of  his  good  deeds.  It 
is  proper  that  this  should  be  done  that  those  who  come  after  us  may 
know  what  manner  of  men  we  chose  to  places  of  honor  and  trust 
among  us,  and  that  the  story  of  their  useful  lives  may  serve  as  an 
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example  for  others  to  emulate.  I  esteem  it  a  great  privilege,  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Sir,  to  be  permitted  by  you  to  prepare  for  this  Grand  body  a  mem¬ 
orial  of  our  late  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary,  Companion 
John  Thomson,  I  am  sure  you  could  have  entrusted  this  labor  of  love 
to  one  more  capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  theme ;  but  I  yield  to  no  one 
the  interest  which  I  feel  in  it,  or  the  pleasure  it  gives  me  to  do  honor  to 
the  memory  of  that  great  Mason  and  good  man. 

Companion  Thomson’s  parents  came  from  Scotland,  and  after  a 
time  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  born  August  14,  1799. 
His  entire  life  was  spent  in  this  city,  and  the  house  in  which  he  died 
was  within  ten  blocks  of  the  one  in  which  he  was  born.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  in  due  time  learned  the 
trade  of  a  cooper  and  gauger,  which  occupation  he  followed  success¬ 
fully  for  many  years,  retiring  from  active  business  about  1857  with  a 
handsome  competence,  which  enabled  him  to  spend  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  the  ease  and  comfort  which  his  industry  and  business  saga¬ 
city  had  secured.  His  occupation  required  him  to  be  oh  the  wharves 
a  great  deal,  and  he  rescued  a  number  of  people  from  drowning,  for 
which  the  Humane  Society  presented  him  with  a  silver  cup  suitably 
inscribed. 

He  was  married  in  early  life  and  became  the  father  of  ten  sons  and 
daughters,  who,  after  the  death  of  his  wife  at  an  advanced  age,  minis¬ 
tered  to  the  wants  of  his  declining  years  with  beautiful  filial  devotion. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  progressive  and  public  spirited.  He  watched 
the  growth  of  Philadelphia  with  pride  and  always  took  an  interest  in 
municipal  affairs.  Though  not  in  any  sense  a  politician,  he  had  de¬ 
cided  political  opinions.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  during  the  last  years  of  his  life,  when  he  had 
no  inclination  to  leave  his  house  for  any  other  purpose,  he  would  ride 
to  the  polls  and  cast  his  vote  for  the  candidates  of  his  choice.  Though  a 
Democrat,  he  was  not  a  bigoted  one,  and  could  vote  for  the  candidates 
of  other  parties  when  friendship  inclined  him  to  do  so,  or  a  good  nom¬ 
inee  commended  himself  for  support.  He  once  went  on  the  bond  of  a 
Republican  Sheriff  without  asking  or  expecting  remuneration  either  in 
preferment  or  otherwise,  which  I  understand  is  sometimes  looked  for 
by  politicians  in  large  cities.  While  taking  interest  in  politics  in  the 
cause  of  good  government,  he  did  not  seek  office.  When  there  was  no 
prospect  of  success  he  would  accept  a  nomination  as  a  forlorn  hope, 
but  in  other  cases  where  a  nomination  was  equivalent  to  an  election, 
he  would  decline. 

He  took  an  active  interest  for  many  years  in  the  affairs  of  the  South¬ 
wark  National  Bank,  and  had  been  instrumental  in  securing  its  charter 
under  the  old  State  laws.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Managers  of  the 
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Southern  Dispensary,  an  institution  which  distributes  free  medicines 
among  the  deserving  poor  and  gives  much  relief  to  that  class  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city. 

Just  prior  to  the  Civil  War,  he,  with  a  number  of  other  gentlemen, 
organized  the  “  Six  Penny  Saving  Fund,”  and  was  its  President. 
This  institution  was  intended  to  encourage  the  working  classes  to  save 
a  portion  of  their  earnings.  The  breaking  out  of  the  war  so  unsettled 
financial  values  that  it  was  deemed  best  to  close  its  affairs,  which  was 
done  by  going  into  voluntary  liquidation  and  honorably  paying  all 
claims. 

In  religious  matters  his  preferences  were  for  the  doctrines  and 
worship  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  attended  until  late  in 
life,  and  brought  up  his  children  to  do  likewise.  Although  he  was  not 
a  member  of  church  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  term,  he  had  a  profound 
respect  for  religion  and  an  abiding  faith  in  a  Saviour,  by  whose  blood 
he  had  been  redeemed. 

His  Masonic  life  began  in  Lodge  No.  51.  He  was  raised  to  the 
sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  in  June,  1827,  and  remained  a 
member  of  No.  51  until  his  death,  a  period  of  more  than  sixty-two  years. 
He  filled  the  chairs  of  Junior  and  Senior  Warden,  and  in  1833  served 
as  Worshipful  Master.  He  served  as  Secretary  in  1831,  and  again 
from  1854  to  1859,  inclusive,  and  as  Treasurer,  from  1864  to  1869, 
inclusive.  Four  of  his  sons  also  affiliated  with  No.  51,  and 
are  at  present  members  of  that  Lodge.  He  was  elected  Grand 
Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  1841,  and  served 
until  December,  1853,  when  he  declined  a  re-ehction.  He  proved  to 
be  so  valuable  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Grand  Lodge  officers,  that 
his  associates  desired  to  retain  the  benefit  of  his  wise  counsel,  and  at 
their  instance  his  name  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  office 
of  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  he  was  elected  to  that  station  in 
December,  1855,  and  1856;  Senior  Grand  Warden,  December,  1857; 
and  Deputy  Grand  Master,  December,  1858,  and  1859.  The  Grand 
Master  at  this  time  was  Brother  Henry  M.  Phillips,  whose  duties  as  a 
member  of  Congress  required  him  to  spend  much  of  his  time  at 
Washington.  During  his  absence,  the  duties  of  his  office  were  dis¬ 
charged  faithfully  and  efficiently  by  Brother  Thomson,  and  in 
December,  i860,  and  1861,  he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  served 
in  that  exalted  station  during  the  years  1861  and  1862.  His  addresses 
as  Grand  Master  were  eminently  practical,  were  replete  with  good 
advice,  and  presented  the  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  clearly  and 
concisely  to  its  members.  The  country  was  disturbed  by  civil  war, 
and  he  described  the  duties  of  Masons  to  each  other  at  that  critical 
time  as  follows : — 
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“  If  I  allude  to  the  troubles  that  now  distract  and  divide  this  once 
united  and  happy  country,  I  do  it  in  a  Masonic  spirit.  Though,  alas, 
I  fear  that  Masonry  is  powerless  to  still  the  whirlwind,  or  allay  the 
storm  that  now  hovers  o’er  us.  Yet,  if  Masonry  is  powerless  to  heal 
and  unite  this  bleeding  and  distracted  nation,  it  is  also  atthe  same  time 
powerful  to  relieve,  commiserate  with,  and  succor  individual  brethren 
on  either  side,  engaged  in  this  fratricidal  strife.  In  war,  as  well  as  in 
peace,  the  Masonic  duty,  and  the  Masonic  privilege,  are  alike  binding 
and  reciprocal.  By  the  ancient  constitutions  of  Masonry,  a  brother, 
even  when  engaged  in  rebellion  against  his  country,  is  still  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  Mason ;  his  character  as  such  being  indefeasible.  Then 
whenever  opportunity  offers,  let  us  show  ourselves  true  to  our  teachings, 
by  mitigating  the  sufferings  and  alleviating  the  distresses  that  follow 

in  war’s  dread  train,  for  such  is  the  mission  of  Masonry.” 

» 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  William  H.  Adams,  died  February  n, 
1866,  and  the  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Lucius  H.  Scott,  appointed  Bro. 
Thomson  Grand  Secretary  ad  i?iteriin.  He  was  electe'd  to  this  station 
in  December,  1866,  and  was  re-elected  every  year  thereafter  until  De¬ 
cember,  1880,  when  he  declined  a  re-election.  I  well  remember  the 
words,  almost  pathetic,  in  which  he  announced  his  declination.  He 
was  then  in  his  eighty-second  year,  and  he  said  :  ‘  ‘  The  infirmities  of  age 
press  upon  me  so  heavily  that  I  can  no  longer  discharge  the  duties  of  this 
office  with  pleasure  to  myself,  or  profit  to  the  Grand  Lodge.”  It  will 
be  seen  that  he  filled  every  elective  office  in  both  his  Lodge  and  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  he  is  the  only  brother  in  this  jurisdiction  who  can 
claim  that  distinction.  In  1877,  when  he  had  been  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  51  for  fifty  years,  they  presented  him  with  the  gold  jewel  of  a  Past 
Grand  Master,  and  desiring  to  honor  him  still  further,  they  had  a  full- 
length  portrait  of  him  painted  in  oil,  which,  in  a  handsome  frame, 
adorns  the  walls  of  Ionic  Hall,  in  this  Temple.  It  is  an  admirable 
likeness,  and  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  a  special  meeting 
of  Lodge  No.  51,  held  November  7,  1888,  at  which  time  there  were 
present  the  Grand  Officers  and  several  Past  Grand  Masters  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  a  large  attendance  of  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  51,  and 
visitors  from  other  Lodges.  The  ceremonies  upon  this  occasion  were 
impressive  and  appropriate,  whereby  the  participants  showed  their 
appreciation  and  endorsement  of  a  long  life  of  honor  and  usefulness. 

Companion  Thomson’s  connection  with  Capitular  Masonry  began 
in  1836.  He  was  exalted  to  the  Supreme  Degree  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  in  November  of  that  year,  and 
remained  a  member  of  that  Chapter  until  his  death.  He  served  as 
High  Priest  in  1838,  and  in  November,  1842,  was  elected  Grand  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  serving 
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by  successive  elections  until  i860,  when  he  declined  a  re-election.  At 
the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication,  held  February  19,  1866,  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  appointed 
him  Grand  Secretary  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Comp.  William  H. 
Adams,  who  had  died  a  few  days  previously.  In  the  ensuing  November, 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  and  was  re-elected  every  year  until 
December,  1880,  when  he  retired.  He  attended  the  meetings  of  his 
Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  with 
great  regularity  until  advancing  age  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
do  so.  He  was  an  elective  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Chapter  for  forty  years,  and  his  bold  and  familiar  signature  is  on  more 
Lodge  and  Chapter  Warrants  than  that  of  any  other  one  man.  I  have 
given  the  main  points  in  his  Masonic  career,  but  they  convey  to  the 
stranger  no  idea  of  his  invaluable  services  to  Freemasonry.  In  his  long  . 
life  he  had  acquired  a  vast  fund  of  information  regarding  Masonic  jur¬ 
isprudence,  and  this  knowledge  was  freely  dispensed  to  all  who  applied 
for  it.  In  the  councils  of  the  fraternity  he  used  no  flowery  rhetoric,, 
and  indulged  in  no  flights  of  eloquence.  He  spoke  plainly  and 
directly  to  the  point,  without  prolixity  or  repetition,  and  his  opinions 
carried  with  them  the  weight  of  great  experience  and  sound  judgment. 
He  was  plain  and  unassuming  in  manner,  and  was  easily  approached. 
He  had  a  remarkably  even  temperament,  and  was  courteous  and 
gentlemanly  at  all  times  and  under  any  circumstances.  He  was  polite 
and  considerate  to  everyone;  to  the  youngest  entered  apprentice,  as 
well  as  to  the  titled  officer  who  wore  the  highest  honors  of  the  craft. 

At  the  time  his  portrait  was  presented,  which  I  have  spoken  of,  a 
brother  made  some  remarks  in  which  he  mentioned  Companion 
Thomson’s  kind  attention  to  young  members  of  his  Lodge,  and  it 
reminded  me  forcibly  of  an  experience  of  my  own.  A  few  months 
after  I  was  made  a  Master  Mason,  I  visited  Philadelphia  and  called 
upon  Companion  Thomson  at  his  office  in  the  Chestnut  Street  HalL 
Fascinated  by  what  I  had  seen  of  Freemasonry,  I  was  anxious  to  extend 
my  knowledge  by  contact  with  those  who  knew  more  than  I  did. 
Though  I  was  a  stranger  to  him  he  received  me  with  the  greatest  kind¬ 
ness,  gave  me  every  facility  for  examining  the  building,  all  of  which 
was  new  to  me  and  full  of  interest,  and  answered  my  innumerable 
questions  concerning  Masonry  with  untiring  patience  and  the  utmost 
good  humor.  He  also  took  me  into  the  adjoining  room  and  introduced 
me  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Peter  Williamson,  and  from  these 
two  veterans  I  received  instruction  and  sound  advice  which  I  have  fol¬ 
lowed  with  profit  on  more  than  one  occasion  since.  On  that  day  I  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  friendship  which  grew  and  strengthened  and  continued 
without  interruption  while  he  lived.  I  recall  now  the  last  visit  I  made 
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to  him  at  his  home  on  Tenth  street  a  few  months  before  his  death.  He 
expressed  great  satisfaction  at  seeing  me  and  made  the  most  kindly 
inquiries  concerning  my  welfare,  and  though  so  feeble  that  he  could 
only  totter  across  the  floor  with  my  aid,  he  insisted  upon  extending  to 
me  the  hospitalities  of  his  house  with  the  well-bred  air  *of  a  true  gentle¬ 
man.  The  end  came  October  23,  1889,  and  as  his  life  had  been  beau¬ 
tiful,  so  his  death  was  calm  and  peaceful.  The  heart  which  had 
throbbed  for  more  than  ninety  years  ceased  to  beat,  and  as  sweetly 
and  as  gently  as  a  little  child  falls  to  sleep  in  its  mother’s  arms,  he 
sank  to  eternal  rest.  His  funeral  took  place  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  near  his  residence,  which  was  filled  with  his  friends  and 
Masonic  brethren,  who  paid  this  last  token  of  respect  to  his  mortal  re¬ 
mains.  At  his  own  request,  the  Masonic  portion  of  the  services  was 
conducted  by  his  Lodge. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolutions,  and  move  their  adoption  : — 

V 

Resolved ,  That  we  recognize  the  eminent  services  of  Companion 
John  Thomson  to  Freemasonry,  and  remember  with  affectionate  grati¬ 
tude  the  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as  our  Grand 
Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  our  Minutes,  that 
a  copy  be  presented  to  his  family,  and  as  a  token  of  respect  to  his 
memory,  that  the  jewels  and  furniture  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  six  months. 


So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Quarterly 
Communication  of  December  5,  1889,  referring  to 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  was  then  read. 


Past  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Matthias  H. 
Henderson  was  invited  to  install  the  elective  Grand 
Officers. 

All  but  Past  High  Priests,  who  had  received  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood,  having  retired, 
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Comp.  James  S.  Barber  was  installed  as  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging. 

He  was  duly  proclaimed  as  such,  and  received  the 
salutations  of  the  Craft. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  re-admitted, 
when  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  severally 
installed,  and  were  each  duly  proclaimed  and  received 
the  salutations  of  the  Craft : — 

Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis, . M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, . M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer . 

Charles  E.  Meyer, . If.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  James  S. 
Barber,  then  delivered  the  following  address,  which 
was  listened  to  with  marked  attention  by  the 
Companions  : — 

Companions: — Another  year  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
has  passed  since  I  became  your  Grand  High  Priest,  and  through  your 
confidence  I  have  this  day  been  installed  for  the  second  time  into  that 
exalted  station,  and  have  again  taken  upon  myself  the  obligations  of 
office. 

At  the  time  of  my  installation,  a  year  ago,  I  stated  that  I  was  not 
unmindful  of  the  weighty  responsibilities  devolving  upon  me  in  the 
acceptance  of  the  important  trust  committed  to  my  keeping,  and  now, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  year,  I  have  no  inclination  to  modify  that  state¬ 
ment.  The  responsibilities  have  been  all  that  I  anticipated,  and  the 
duties  have  necessarily  made  heavy  inroads  upon  my  time  and  attention. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
Jurisdiction  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  that  the  Chapters 
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generally  have  been  prosperous.  The  roll  of  membership  has  been 
considerably  increased,  and  unity  and  concord,  harmony  and  good 
feeling  have  prevailed. 

My  official  acts,  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention,  have  been  as 
follows : — 

A  case  was  presented  from  one  of  the  Chapters  of  a  Companion 
who  had  been  suspended,  several  years  ago,  in  the  Master  Mason’s 
Lodge  for  non-payment  of  dues.  At  the  time  he  was  indebted  to  the 
Chapter  for  annual  dues.  According  to  the  Constitution,  the  suspen¬ 
sion  in  the  Lodge  worked  suspension  in  the  Chapter.  A  few  months 
ago  the  Companion,  who  had  removed  to  the  West,  paid  his  indebted¬ 
ness  to  the  Lodge  and  was  restored  to  good  Masonic  standing,  which, 
under  our  law,  restored  him  to  good  standing  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 
Desiring  to  unite  with  a  Chapter  in  the  place  of  his  sojourn,  he  paid 
the  amount  of  his  indebtedness  to  the  Chapter  and  asked  for  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  good  Masonic  standing.  It  was  then  stated  that  his  previous 
personal  character  was  not  of  the  best,  and  the  question  was  asked  if 
the  certificate  could  not  be  refused.  I  decided  that  it  could  not.  The 
Companion  was  under  the  tongue  of  good  Masonic  report  and  was 
entitled  to  a  certificate  of  his  good  standing  in  the  Chapter.  If  the 
Chapter  did  not  wish  the  certificate  to  issue,  charges  should  be  pre¬ 
ferred,  the  Companion  put  upon  trial,  and  a  chance  given  him  to 
defend  himself  and  prove  his  innocence. 

Several  cases  have  occurred  where  inquiries  were  made  if  object¬ 
ions  could  not  be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter  against 
brethren  who  had  not  yet  applied  for  the  Capitular  degrees,  in  order  to 
forestall  them  in  case  they  should  make  application.  I  decided  that 
objections  could  not  be  so  filed  with  any  officer.  Were  it  to  be  permitted 
we  might  find  the  Chapter  books  filled  with  objections  mostly  based 
on  business  transactions  or  other  personal  matters.  A  Master  Mason 
who  is  under  the  tongue  of  good  Masonic  report  has  certain  claims 
upon  the  fraternity,  and  if  unworthy  he  should  be  proceeded  against  in 
his  Blue  Lodge.  If  he  is  worthy  to  be  a  Mason,  he  is  worthy  to  be  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  unless  he  has  rendered  himself  obnoxious  by  his 
actions  since  he  has  been  a  Mason,  but  without  sufficient  grounds  upon 
which  to  base  charges.  In  the  cases  I  have  investigated  truth  compels 
me  to  state  that  the  objections  were  frivolous  and  trifling. 

It  having  come  to  my  knowledge  that  a  Chapter  meeting  in  this 
city  had  in  two  instances  conferred  degrees  upon  applicants  twelve 
and  fifteen  months  respectively  after  the  time  had  elapsed,  as  provided 
for  in  the  Constitution,  I  declined  to  heal  the  irregularity  and  ordered 
the  names  stricken  from  the  roll  of  membership,  with  permission  to  re¬ 
ceive  new  petitions  from  the  applicants,  and  act  upon  them  if  desired. 
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In  the  case  of  a  candidate  for  the  Capitular  Degrees,  who  was  blind 
in  one  eye,  but  able  to  do  the  work  of  the  Chapter,  I  decided  that  the 
Chapter  was  the  best  judge  as  to  his  eligibility. 

A  candidate  who  has  been  rejected  by  unfavorable  report  on 
account  of  physical  disqualifications,  cannot  petition  another  Chapter 
for  the  degrees. 

A  Chapter  having  decided  by  a  vote  not  to  dispense  with  the  meet¬ 
ings  in  July  and  August,  such  meetings  cannot  be  dispensed  with  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  High  Priest. 

In  the  case  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  who  applied  for  affiliation  in  a 
Chapter,  but  who  had  not  been  a  member  of  a  Blue  Lodge  for  more 
than  six  months,  I  decided  that  the  petition  was  not  in  proper  form, 
and  that  the  recommenders  have  permission  to  withdraw  the  same. 

The  Chapter  Hall  in  Pittsburgh  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
a  new  hall  erected  which  was  not  suitably  prepared  for  the  Royal  Arch, 
permission  was  given  the  Chapters  in  that  city,  through  the  D.  D.  G. 
H.  P.,  to  meet  in  Allegheny  until  such  time  as  the  Chapter  Hall  was 
ready  for  occupancy. 

Permission  to  waive  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  an  applicant  who  de¬ 
sired  to  present  his  petition  to  Olean  Chapter,  New  York,  but  had  been 
rejected  by  a  Chapter  in  this  Jurisdiction,  was  refused  until  the  objection 
was  first  removed  by  the  objecting  Chapter. 

In  response  to  requests  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  New  Jersey,  I 
granted  permission  for  several  Chapters  in  that  jurisdiction  to  receive 
and  act  upon  the  petitions  of  residents  of  Pennsylvania  when  properly 
qualified  ;  but  in  one  case,  where  the  applicant  was  a  member  of  a 
Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  had  not  passed  the  chair  according  to 
our  usage,  permission  was  refused. 

On  February  ist,  issued  the  following  edict,  which  explains  itself 
and  needs  no  comment  at  this  time  : — 

OFFICE  OF  THE 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  etc. 

To  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  of  Chapter  No. 

“Whereas,  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  declared 
that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  duty  of  any  Brethren  under  the  Juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  to  seek  or  obtain  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  organization  known  as  the  “  Cerneau  Rite,”  and  that 
any  brother  who  has  or  may  have  association  therewith  will  be  liable 
to  the  penalties  prescribed  by  the  action  of  Grand  Lodge,  adopted 
March  5,  1866  ; 

And  Whereas,  R.  W.  Bro.  Clifford  P.  MacCalla,  Esquire,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  edict  of  January  21,  1889,  says  : 
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“All  bodies  in  the  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging,  appertaining  to,  or  consti¬ 
tuting,  or  derived  from  the  so-called  ‘  Cerneau  Rite  ’  have  been 
authoritatively  ascertained  and  officially  declared  to  be  clandestine  ;  ” 

And  Whereas,  The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  requires  that  the  members  "Of  Subordinate 
Chapters  within  this  Jurisdiction  must  be  affiliated  Master  Masons  ; 

And  Whereas,  The  membership  of  our  Chapters  embraces  those 
who  are  members  of  Lodges  in  this  or  some  other  Jurisdiction  ; 

And  Whereas,  it  has  come  to  our  knowledge  that  members  of 
Master  Masons’  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction,  who  are  members  of  the 
so-called  “  Cerneau  Rite  ’’  in  order  to  evade  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  have  or  are  about  withdrawing  from  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction 
'and  affiliating  with  Lodges  in  other  Jurisdictions  in  order  to  retain  their 
membership  in  our  Chapters,  thereby  making  our  Chapters  composed 
of  two  classes  of  Master  Masons,  one  in  loyalty  with  the  R.W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  in  opposition  to  it, 

Now,  therefore,  we,  James  S.  Barber,  Esquire,  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging ;  in  order  to 
preserve  the  peace,  good  order,  and  harmony  of  Royar  Arch  Masonry 
in  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby  require  that  you  ascertain  as  early  as  pos¬ 
sible  if  there  be  any  of  your  members  who  are  members  of  Master 
Masons’  Lodges  outside  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  ;  and,  if  you  find  any  such,  you  will  ascertain  if  they  are 
members  of  either  of  the  so-called  “  Cerneau  Rite  ”  (with  Head¬ 
quarters  in  New  York  City),  and  if  they  are  you  will  require  them  to 
withdraw  from  the  same,  and  until  they  do  so,  you  will  not  permit 
them  to  be  present  at  any  of  the  meetings,  etc.,  of  your  Chapter. 

You  will  also  see  that  no  visitor  be  admitted  into  your  Chapter 
unless  he  complies  with  the  requirements  for  the  examination  of  Master 
Masons  as  directed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

You  will  cause  this  edict  to  be  read  audibly  in  open  Chapter  on  the 
first  meeting  after  its  receipt  by  you,  and  entered  in  full  on  the 
minutes. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal,  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  first  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1889,  A.  I.  2419.  James  S.  Barber, 

Grand  High  Priest. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

On  April  23d,  issued  dispensation  to  Lilly  Chapter,  No.  181,  to  hold 
an  election  for  High  Priest,  the  Companion  who  had  been  elected 
having  removed  from  the  Jurisdiction  before  installation. 

Same  date,  to  Chapter  No.  i7i,to  hold  an  election  for  Treasurer, 
the  Companion  elected  declining  to  serve. 

June  25th,  to  Chapter  No.  212,  to  confer  degrees  forthwith  upon  a 
candidate  about  to  leave  the  State. 

August  5th,  to  Chapter  No.  197,  to  confer  degrees  upon  a  candidate 
for  the  same  reason. 


September  30th,  to  Chapter  No.  195,  at  Johnstown,  to  hold  meetings 
without  the  charter  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  High  Priest, 
who  was  lost  in  the  flood. 

November  20th,  to  Chapter  No.  229,  to  confer  the  degrees  at  a  special 
meeting  upon  four  applicants  who  were  desirous  of  uniting  in  the 
formation  of  a  new  Chapter  at  Doylestown. 

December  ,  to  Chapter  No.  204,  to  hold  an  election  for  Secretary, 
the  Companion  elected  declining  to  serve. 

COMMISSIONS. 

I  have  issued  commissions  as  follows: — 

To  Comp.  E.  B.  Hume,  appointing  him  as  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South 
Carolina. 

To  John  H.  Olcott,  appointing  him  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of 
Columbia. 

To  George  A.  Lewis,  appointing  him  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

To  Levi  C.  Goodale,  appointing  him  representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  the  relentless  hand  of  death  has  removed  from  our 
midst  several  distinguished  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Comp.  Samuel  Harper,  of  Pittsburgh,  died  in  that  city.  May  16th, 
after  a  brief  illness,  and  his  untimely  death  has  left  a  void  which  can 
never  be  filled.  He  was  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priest  from  1883  to  1886, 
and  the  able  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  from  1885 
np  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  last  Masonic  work  was  the  Report  on 
Correspondence  for  1888,  in  which  he  reviewed  the  proceedings  of 
thirty-eight  Jurisdictions  in  a  masterly  and  scholarly  manner,  indicating 
that  thorough  knowledge  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence  for  which  he  was 
so  justly  noted.  His  services  to  Freemasonry  were  invaluable,  and  his 
sterling  worth  as  a  man  and  Mason  have  been  eloquently  set  forth  in 
the  memorial  prepared  by  Comp.  William  J.  Kelly,  and  which  will  be 
published  with  the  proceedings. 

Comp.  Geter  C.  Shidle,  of  Pittsburgh,  died  June  nth,  at 
Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  whither  he  had  gone  in  the  hope  of  building  up  his 
impaired  health.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  fully  set  forth  the 
irreparable  loss  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  this  Jurisdiction,  and  especially 
of  Pittsburgh  and  vicinity,  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  Comp.  Shidle. 
He  was  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priest  from  1872  to  1882,  inclusive.  He  was 
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a  complete  master  of  the  Masonic  ritual  in  every  degree,  and  fully 
qualified  to  perform  every  duty  that  could  be  required  of  him.  I  can¬ 
not  pay  a  more  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory  than  to  quote  the  following 
words  of  Comp.  Clifford  P.  MacCalla,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  :  “  A  life  of  honor  and  usefulness  has  passed  away,  a  life 
which  was  an  inspiration  to  his  fellow  men,  inciting  all  within  the  circle 
of  his  influence  to  noble  and  lofty  efforts.  A  heart  has  ceased  to  beat 
which  was  as  pure  and  true  as  ever  throbbed  in  the  breast  of  a  Mason. 
Brother  Shidle  was  without  envy,  unselfish,  genial,  modest  and  retiring, 
and  all  of  his  appointments  and  honors  came  to  him  unsought.  His 
constant  aim  was  to  benefit  mankind.  His  loss  is  one  which  will  long 
be  felt  in  the  circle  in  which  he  moved.  His  memory  will  be  fondly 
cherished  throughout  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  for  he  combined 
in  rare  degree  all  of  the  best  qualities  of  a  craftsman.  His  virtues  were 
many,  his  abilities  large,  his  self-sacrifice  abounding.  He  has  passed 
from  temporal  labor  to  eternal  refreshment,  and  everywhere  below,  his 
praises  are  justly  sounded.  The  Masonic  fraternity  will  never  forget 
him.” 

Comp.  John  L.  Young  died  September  7th.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  more  than  thirty  years,  serving  as  Grand 
Captain  of  the  Host  in  1858  and  1859,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  i860, 
Grand  Pursuivant  1861-1865,  1867,  1872,  1873,  I%79  and  1880,  Grand 
Master  of  the  First  Veil,  1877,  1878,  on  the  Committee  on  By-Laws, 
1881-1887,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Comp.  Young  was  an  earnest,  zealous,  active  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  perform  any  Masonic 
duty  assigned  to  him.  During  the  course  of  my  Masonic  life,  I  have 
been  thrown  into  close  relations  with  Comp.  Young,  and  found 
him  uniformly  genial  and  kind,  of  a  social  nature,  tender  sensibilities 
and  strong  in  his  friendships.  I  shall  ever  treasure  in  my  memory 
Comp.  John  L.  Young, 

Comp.  John  Thomson,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  died 
October  24th,  at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety  years.  He  served  as  Grand 
Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  from  1843  t0  1859,  and  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  from  1866  to  1880,  inclusive,  and  during  all  this  period  he  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  signal  ability  and  unswerv- 
Jng  fidelity.  Brother  John  Thomson  was  a  wise  and  skilful  craftsman, 
loved  and  honored  throughout  his  long  and  useful  life.  His  memory 
is  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  his  brethren  and  Companions.  At  the  last 
quarterly  communication,  I  requested  Past  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E. 
Comp.  Matthias  H.  Henderson  to  prepare  a  memorial  of  our  lamented 
Companion,  and  his  eloquent  and  touching  tribute  has  been  read  in 
your  hearing  this  evening. 
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VISITATIONS. 

On  January  17th,  visited  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183,  and  installed  the 
officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  High  Priest,  who  had  been  installed 
at  the  December  meeting. 

March  1st,  visited  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52,  and  witnessed  the 
conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  a  correct  and  impressive 
manner  by  the  High  Priest,  Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson. 

April  18th,  visited  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183,  and  conferred  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  Mason’s  Degree  ;  also,  visited  Girard  Mark  Lodge, 
No.  214,  and  listened  to  an  eloquent  tribute  by  the  Secretary,  Past 
Master  Thomas  S.  Woodbury,  to  the  memory  of  one  of  their  Past 
Masters,  Bro.  William  S.  Dilkes. 

On  Wednesday,  May  1 8th,  by  invitation  of  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
M.  E.  Grand  Scribe,  I  made  a  visitation  to  Standing  Stone  Chapter, 
No.  201 ,  of  Huntingdon,  accompanied  by  Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan, 
M.  E.  Grand  King,  and  Comp.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Charles  E. 
Meyer,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Comp.  Tennis  had  issued  a  call  for  a  Convocation  of  the  Chapters  in 
his  district,  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  Masonic  light  and  knowledge, 
and  was  successful  in  securing  a  very  large  attendance  of  the  Com¬ 
panions  of  the  seven  Chapters  in  his  district,  as  well  as  from  other 
portions  of  the  Jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Officers  were  warmly  received 
and  cordially  welcomed,  after  which  the  Mark  Degree  was  exemplified 
by  the  officers  of  Chapter  No.  201,  at  Huntingdon,  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  by  the  officers  of  Chapter  No.  238,  at  Newport,  and  the  Royal 
Arch  by  the  officers  of  Chapter  No.  189,  at  Altoona.  The  work  was 
corrected  where  necessary,  and  the  Companions  very  gladly  availed 
themselves  of  the  instruction  given.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  this 
visitation  will  be  productive  of  great  and  lasting  good.  After  the  close 
of  the  Chapter,  a  very  enjoyable  banquet  was  partaken  of,  and  a 
number  of  toasts  proposed  and  ably  responded  to  by  Companions 
selected  from  the  different  Chapters  in  the  district. 

I  had  arranged  for  a  series  of  Grand  Visitations  to  Chapters  at 
Reading,  Wilkes-Barre,  Bloomsburg  and  Montrose,  commencing  June 
10th,  but  just  before  the  time  appointed,  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  1889, 
a  direful  calamity  fell  with  such  suddenness  upon  a  portion  of  our 
State,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  realized. 

The  flood  at  Johnstown  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
A  busy  and  populous  manufacturing  centre  was  nearly  swept  out  of 
existence  by  the  mad  rush  of  waters,  entailing  a  fearful  loss  of  life  and 
property,  and  causing  extreme  suffering  and  distress.  The  destruction 
was  so  awful  and  the  loss  of  life  so  terrific  that  words  fail  to  express  it 
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— suffice  to  say  that  thousands  of  lives  were  lost,  millions  of  property 
destroyed  and  numberless  homes  obliterated.  , 

The  sympathies  of  the  whole  world  were  aroused,  and’contributions 
flowed  in  to  take  away,  in  a  measure,  some  of  the  horrors  of  the  scene. 
I  immediately  caused  an  order  to  be  drawn  on  the  funds  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  for  $250,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Master'for 
distribution  with  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  On  June  4th  I  issued 
an  appeal,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  attached,  and  I  am  rejoiced  to 
say  that  the  response  was  liberal. 


Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter^of  Pennsylvania. 

Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  June  4,  1889. 

Companions  : — The  disastrous  floods  in  Pennsylvania  during  the 
past  few  days  have  left  sorrow  and  distress  behind.  Homes  have  been 
ruined,  families  broken  up,  and  the  cry  of  distress  is  heard,  both  far 
and  wide. 

An  appeal  is  made  to  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  for  such  aid  as  they 
feel  inclined  to  give.  A  calamity  like  this  has  never  occurred  in  the 
history  of  this  country. 

Any  contributions  can  be  sent  to  M.  E.  Comp.  Thomas* R.  Patton, 
Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  will  be  promptly 
acknowledged. 

James  S.  Barber, 

Charles  E.  Meyer,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  Secretary. 


The  sum  of  $3,150.25  was  sent  to  our  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp. 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  from  the  following  Jurisdictions,  viz. : 


Pennsylvania, 
Michigan , 
Maine,  . 
Dakot;i, 

Utah, 

Tennessee,  . 
Iowa, 

Oregon, 

South  Carolina, 
New  York, 
Vermont, 
Massachusetts, 

Mississippi,  . 
Ohio, 


$1,686  25 
588  00 
235  00 
200  00 
130  00 

75  00 
20  00 

50  00 
41  00 
25  00 
20  00 
50  00 

10  00 
20  00 


$3,i5°  25 


46 


With  his  usual  forethought  and  correct  business  ideas,  our  Grand 
Treasurer  deposited  the  money  where  it  could  earn  something,  so  that 
the  sum  of  $25.53  in  interest  was  added,  making  a  total  of  $3,175.78. 
A  detailed  list  of  the  contributions  will  appear  in  the  Proceedings. 

In  addition  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  Pittsburgh  sent  $2,000  direct 
to  the  Grand  Master  to  be  disbursed  with  the  Grand  Lodge  Fund. 

I  also  received  a  letter  from  M.  E.  Companion  William  T.  Bridwell, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Colorado,  stating  that  he  had  instructed  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  who  was  also  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Colorado, 
to  forward  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  $150,  to  be 
used  by  the  Relief  Committee.  This  was  sent  to  the  Grand  Master, 
and  as  it  reached  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  it  was  allowed  to  remain 
there. 

Efforts  were  made  to  get  a  full  and  complete  list  of  the  losses  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  their  widows  and  families,  that  none 
might  be  omitted  in  the  distribution  that  were  entitled  thereto.  When 
the  list  was  thought  to  be  complete,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary,  I  visited  Johnstown,  having  notified  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  Chapter  to  meet  me  and  arrange  for  a  distribution. 

A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  King,  Acting  High  Priest,  the 
High  Priest  having  been  lost  in  the  flood,  who  reported  the  loss  sus¬ 
tained  by  seventy-one  persons,  and  an  apportionment  in  accord¬ 
ance  therewith,  but  even  on  that  day  it  was  discovered  that  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  her  parents  having  perished  in  the  flood, 
had  been  overlooked,  also  that  three  Companion’s  names  had  been 
om  tted,  and  their  names  were  added  to  the  list. 

The  amount  was  distributed  as  follows  : — 


7  Companions 

received  $12 

each,  . 

0 

0 

00 

1  Companion 

17 

•  •  •  > 

17  00 

3  Companions 

1  t 

23 

each, 

69  00 

13 

<  < 

34 

( < 

442  00 

27 

<  « 

45 

i  t 

1215  00 

3 

1  t 

56 

<  < 

168  00 

8 

t  < 

67 

<  < 

536  00 

1  Companion 

( < 

78 

. 

78  00 

2  Widows 

t  ( 

23 

each 

46  00 

2  “ 

{  < 

45 

( ( 

90  00 

3 

( ( 

78 

( < 

234  00 

1  Orphan 

<  ( 

78 

•  •  • 

78  00 

$ L057  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  Chapter 

for 

contingencies, 

1 18  78 

$3d75  78 

! 
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On  June  24th  I  visited  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  175,  and  witnessed 
the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  by  the  High  Priest,  Com¬ 
panion  Louis  A.  Gallup,  in  a  very  able  and  impressive  manner. 

On  Monday,  September  9th,  accompanied  by  a  full  corps  of 
Grand  Officers,  I  left  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  series 
of  Grand  Visitations  to  Chapters  in  the  Eastern  portion  of  the  Juris¬ 
diction. 

Arriving  at  Reading  we  were  met  by  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  Jesse  Orr, 
Companion  Albert  R.  Hoover,  H.  P.  of  Chapter  No.  152,  and  others, 
and  escorted  to  our  hotel. 

In  the  evening  a  visitation  was  made  to  Chapter  No.  152,  and  the 
Mark  Degree  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Officers.  After  the  close  of 
the  Chapter  an  elegant  banquet  was  provided  at  the  Grand  Central 
Hotel,  to  which  ample  justice  was  done. 

On  Tuesday,  September  10th,  we  left  for  Wilkes-Barre,  and  upon 
our  arrival,  were  met  by  D.  D.  G.  H.  Priests  John  D.  Green  and 
Samuel  L.  French  and  Companion  Isaac  E.  LaBarre,  P.  H.  P.,  of 
Pittston  Chapter,  No.  242.  In  the  evening  a  Grand  Visitation  was  made 
to  Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  182,  and  the  Grand  Officers  conferred  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree  upon  three  candidates. 

On  Wednesday,  September  nth,  we  proceeded  to  Bloomsburg,  where 
we  were  met  by  Comp.  Past  High  Priest  Christian  F.  Knapp,  Comp. 
Geo.  W.  Bertsch,  King  of  the  Chapter  and  others,  who  showed  us  every 
attention  and  made  our  stay  a  pleasant  one.  In  the  evening  we  made 
a  Grand  Visitation  to  Bloomsburg  Chapter,  No.  218,  and  exemplified  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree.  The  Companions  were  very  attentive  to  the  work 
in  all  its  details,  and  the  acting  High  Priest,  Comp.  Harvey  A.  McKillip, 
expressed  in  fitting  terms  the  great  satisfaction  the  Chapter  experienced 
in  the  Visitation  of  the  Grand  Officers. 

On  Thursday,  September  12th,  we  left  for  Montrose,  arriving  late  in 
the  afternoon.  A  Visitation  was  made  to  Warren  Chapter,  No.  180,  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  neither  the  High  Priest,  King  nor  Scribe  were  present. 
By  my  direction  the  Chapter  was  opened  by  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priest 
Green,  who  welcomed  the  Grand  Officers  in  the  name  of  the  absent 
officers,  after  which  the  Mark  Degree  was  exemplified. 

Advice  and  instruction  was  given  the  Companions  present,  and  I 
trust  that  good  results  will  follow. 

On  October  4th,  I  visited  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52,  and  witnessed 
the  conferring  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  Degree  by  the  King, 
Comp.  George  C.  Varwig,  in  a  masterly,  intelligent  and  impressive 
manner. 

December  13th,  visited  Palestine  Chapter,  No.  240,  and  installed  the 
officers. 
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December  19th,  visited  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183,  and  installed  the 
High  Priest-elect. 

NEW  CHAPTERS. 

Applications  for  warrants  for  two  new  Chapters  were  presented  at  the 
Quarterly  Communication  in  December,  one  for  a  Chapter  at  Doyles- 
town,  the  other  at  Pottstown. 

On  the  afternoon  of  December  16th,  accompanied  by  a  full  corps  of 
Grand  Officers  and  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Charles  E.  Meyer  and 
George  E.  Wagner,  I  visited  Doylestown,  constituted  Doylestown 
Chapter,  No.  270,  and  installed  the  officers — Comp.  William  A.  Patton, 
M.  E.  High  Priest,  Comp.  John  D.  James,  King,  and  Comp.  Henry  O. 
Harris,  Scribe. 

At  seven  o’clock,  Doylestown  Chapter  held  its  first  meeting,  when 
the  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  Degrees  were  conferred 
upon  six  candidates,  and  they  were  exalted  to  the  Supreme  Degree  of 
Royal  Arch.  This  Chapter  starts  out  under  very  favorable  auspices, 
a  large  and  flourishing  Lodge  being  located  at  Doylestown,  and  I  feel 
assured  that  it  will  be  an  active  and  prosperous  Chapter. 

D.  D.  Grand  High  Priest,  William  J.  Carson,  of  Pittsburgh,  having 
informed  me  that  the  officers  of  the  Chapters  in  that  city  were  desirous 
of  having  a  School  of  Instruction  in  order  to  secure  uniformity  and 
perfect  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  Capitular  Degrees,  I  granted 
permission  for  the  same  under  direction  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priest, 
subject  to  such  corrections  as  should  be  made  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
upon  inspecting  their  work,  and  further,  that  the  whole  matter  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  his  will  and  pleasure. 

And  now,  Companions,  inviting  your  kind  assistance  and  considera¬ 
tion  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  and  invoking  the  Divine  blessing 
upon  all  our  undertakings,  I  shall  strive  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my 
office  in  such  a  manner  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
honor  to  myself. 

I  have  made  the  following  appointments  for  the  present  Masonic 
year,  commencing  this  day  : — 


Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  : 

Comp.  ELLSWORTH  H.  HULTS,  of  Chapter  52. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner : 

Comp.  L.  HASSELL  LAPP,  of  Chapter  91. 
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Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain: 

Comp.  EDWARD  B.  SPENCER,  of  Chapter  250. 

GraJid  Chaplains  : 

Comp.  Rev.  HENRY  S.  GETZ,  D.  D.,  of  Chapter  52. 
“  “  WILLIAM  H.  PLATT,  of  Chapter  186. 

“  “  JOHN  N.  McGONIGLE,  of  Chapter  236. 

“  WILLIAM  A.  PIPER,  M.  D.,  of  Chapter  233. 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Veil : 

Comp.  JAMES  P.  MALSEED,  of  Chapter  169. 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Veil : 

Comp.  EZRA  S.  BARTLETT,  of  Chapter  243. 

Grand  Master  of  First  Veil  : 

Comp.  EDWIN  H.  COANE,  of  Chapter  240. 

Gra?id  Marshal  : 

Comp.  HARRY  T.  KINGSTON,  of  Chapter  251. 

Sen.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies  : 

Comp.  J.  NEWTON  MARSHALL,  of  Chapter  262. 

fun.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies  : 

Comp.  JOSEPH  S.  MILLER,  of  Chapter  248. 

Grand  Pursuivant : 

Comp.  FRANK  M.  HIGHLEY,  of  Chapter  183. 

Grand  Tyler: 

Comp.  WILLIAM  A.  SINN,  of  Chapter  175. 


£  £  s  g 
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'  Committee  o?i  Work  and  Jurisprudence  : 

.  E.  Comp.  AUGUSTUS  R.  HALL,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

.  E.  “  HIBBERT  P.  JOHN.  p.  g.  h.  p., 

.  E.  “  GEORGE  W.  KENDRICK,  Jr.,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

.  E.  “  MATTHIAS  H.  HENDERSON,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

In  conjunction  with  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 


Committee  on  Finance  : 

Comp.  WILLIAM  J.  KELLY, 

“  M.  RICHARDS  MUCKLE, 
“  CHARLES  W.  PACKER, 

“  SAMUEL  W.  WRAY, 

“  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON. 


Committee  on  Correspon dence  : 

Comp.  J.  FRANK  KNIGHT, 

“  MICHAEL  ARNOLD, 

“  HENRY  R.  COULOMB, 

“  CONRAD  B.  DAY, 

“  STOCKTON  BATES. 


Committee  on  By-Laws : 

Comp.  J.  ALEX.  SIMPSON, 

“  CHARLES  W.  NOLEN, 

“  JOHN  B.  RENNINGER, 

“  DAVID  A.  STEVENSON, 

“  PHINEAS  GARRETT. 


Committee  on  Appeals : 

M.  E.  Comp.  SAMUEL  C  PERKINS,  p.  g.  h.  p., 
“  ANDREW  ZANE,  Jr., 

“  LOUIS  WAGNER, 

“  IRVING  P.  WANGER, 

“  JOHN  KELLER. 


Committee  on  Charity : 


Comp.  JOHN  H.  DYE, 

“  CHARLES  A.  ZERBE, 

“  FRANKLIN  B.  SPEARMAN, 

“  EDWARD  J.  JAMES, 

“  N.  FERREE  LIGHTNER. 


Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  : 

Comp.  JAMES  BLELOCH, 

“  CHARLES  CARY, 

“  ARTHUR  THACHER, 

“  JACOB  GLASER, 

JAMES  L.  BROWN. 

% 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. 

1.  Comp.  William  J.  Carson,  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the  Counties  of 
Allegheny,  Washington,  Greene,  Butler,  Fayette,  Westmoreland, 
Beaver,  Cambria,  Somerset  and  Armstrong. 

2.  Comp.  Joel  S.  Eaby,  of  Lancaster,  for  the  Counties  of  Lancaster, 
Adams  and  York. 

3.  Comp.  Wm.  Campbell,  of  Media,  for  the  Counties  of  Delaware 
and  Chester,  except  Chapter  No.  198  at  Phoenixville,  No.  267  at 
Coatesville  and  No.  256  at  Fernwood. 

4.  Comp.  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of 
Dauphin,  Cumberland  and  Franklin. 

5.  Comp.  Thaddeus  S.  Adle,  of  Norristown,  for  the  Counties  of 
Montgomery  and  Bucks,  and  Chapter  No.  198  at  Phoenixville,  and 
No.  267  at  Coatesville. 

6.  Comp.  Jesse  Orr,  of  Reading,  for  the  Counties  of  Berks  and 
Lebanon. 

7.  Comp.  David  PL  Siebert,  of  Pottsville,  for  the  County  of 
Schuylkill. 

8.  Comp.  Laird  H.  Barber,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  for  the  Counties  of 
Lehigh,  Northampton,  Carbon  and  Monroe. 

9.  Comp.  Samuel  L.  French,  of  Plymouth,  for  the  Counties  of 
Luzerne,  Pike  and  Columbia,  except  Chapter  No.  182  at  Wilkesbarre, 
and  No.  242  at  Pittston. 

10.  Comp.  James  H.  Codding,  of  Towanda,  for  the  Counties  of 
Bradford,  Sullivan  and  Tioga. 
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11.  Comp.  Caleb  C.  Thompson,  of  Warren,  for  the  Counties  of 
Warren,  Venango,  Clarion,  Jefferson  and  Forest. 

12.  Comp.  William  K.  Jones,  of  Coudersport,  for  the  Counties  of 
McKean,  Potter,  Elk  and  Cameron. 

13.  Comp.  Daniel  B.  Else,  of  Williamsport,  for  the  Counties  of 
Lycoming,  Clinton,  Snyder,  Centre,  Northumberland  and  Montour. 

14.  Comp.  John  D.  Green,  of  Pittston,  for  the  Counties  of  Lacka¬ 
wanna,  Wayne,  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming,  and  Chapters  No.  182 
at  Wilkesbarre,  and  No.  242  at  Pittston. 

1 5.  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe,  of  Thompsontown, 
for  the  Counties  of  Mifflin,  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Juniata,  Fulton, 
Perry,  Clearfield  and  Blair. 

16.  Comp.  Henry  W.  DeWitt,  of  Erie,  for  the  Counties  of  Erie, 
Crawford,  Mercer  and  Lawrence. 


The  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Comp.  J.  ALEX¬ 
ANDER  SIMPSON  Assistant  Grand  Secretary, 
which  appointment  was  approved  by  Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  peace  at  eight 
o’clock  and  eighteen  minutes,  p.  m. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 


OF  THE 

Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

of  Pennsylvania. 


1 795 ,  William  Ball,  G.  M.f 
1796-1797,  William  Moore  Smith,  G.  M.f 
1798-1802,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith,  G.  M.f 
1803-1805,  Israel  Israel,  G.  M.f 
1806-1813,  James  Milnor,  G.  M.f 

1814,  Richard  Tybout,  G.  M.f 

1815,  Samuel  F.  Bradford,  G.  M.f 
1816-1817,  Walter  Kerr,  G.  M.f 
1818-1821,  Bayse  Newcomb,  G.  M.f 
1822-1823,  Josiah  Randall,  G.  M.f 

1824,  Michael  NisBET.f 

1825,  John  Steele,  Jr.J 

1826,  Tristram  B.  Freeman.J 

1827,  Joseph  S.  Riley. f 
1828-1830,  John  M.  Read.J 
1831-1832,  Samuel  H.  Perk  ins.  f 

1833,  Enos  S.  Gandy. f 

1834,  John  Y.  Black. f 
1835-1839,  Joseph  R.  Chandler.j 
1840-1841,  Alexander  Diamond.J 


r 


54 

1842-1843,  William  Whitney. f 
1844-1845,  William  Barger,  f 

1846,  John  W.  McGrath. f 

1847,  John  J.  Krider.* 

1848,  James  SmpsoN.f 
1849-1850,  David  C.  Skerrett,  M.  D.f 
185 1-1852,  Edward  P.  Lescure.J 

1853,  Anthony  Bournonville,  M.  D.f 
1854-1855,  Harman  Baugh.J 
1856,  John  C.  Smith. f 
1857-1858,  Daniel  Thompson^ 

1859,  Benjamin  Parke.J 
1 860 -1 861,  Harman  Yerkes-J 
1862-1863,  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson. 
1864-1865,  George  W.  Wood.J 
1866-1867,  Samuel  C.  Perkins. 

1868-1869,  George  Griscom.J 
1870-1871,  Michael  Nisbet. 

1872-1873,  Charles  E.  Meyer. 

1874-1875,  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr.| 

1876,  George  E.  Wagner. 

1877-1878,  Alfred  R.  Potter. f 
1879-1880,  William  C.  Hamilton,  M.  D. 
1881-1882,  Hibbert  P.  John. 

1883-1884,  Augustus  R.  Hall. 

1885-1886,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 
1887-1888,  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 
1889-1890,  James  S.  Barber. 


Those  marked  f  are  deceased. 
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Report  on  Correspondence. 


By  Charles  E.  Meyer, 

P.  G.  High  Priest ,  Grand  Secretary. 


Our  beloved  Companion,  the  late  Samuel  Harper,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  in  his  conclusion 
of  the  Report  of  1888,  wrote  : — 

“  Conclusion.  Having  written  this  word ,  a  feeling  comes  over  us 
that  it  would  be  better  to  write  no  more,  for,  probably ,  we  have  already 
written  too  much.  But  there  is  a  charm  in  this  work  which  no  one 
can  fully  appreciate,  save  those  who  have  engaged  in  it,  and  it  is  very 
hard  to  lay  it  down  even  though  there  is  something  of  a  promise  that  it 
may  soon  be  resumed. 

Old  friends  have  been  at  our  elbow  ma7iy  a  night,  whispering  kmd 
words  in  our  ear,  making  us  feel  that  there  is  an  infinite  wealth  of  com¬ 
pensation  in  our  labor,  and  that  the  opportunity  has  been  given  to  us 
to  do  something  for  the  be?iefit  of  our  fellow-man.  Our  effort  has  been 
to  “  do  good  and  communicate  f  and  if  we  have  bee?i  successful  in  shed- 
ding.  a  single  ray  of  light  upon  any  question,  or  in  inspiring  or 
strengthenmg  a  moral  sentiment  in  the  heart  of  any  07ie  co77ipa7iio?i ,  we 
shall  feel  that  we  have  7iot  labored  or  written  in  vain.  With  a  ferve7it 
prayer  that  such  i7iay  be  the  case,  we  brmg  our  import  to  a7i  end." 

Following  closely  on  this  fervent  prayer,  the  end  came. 
Could  it  be,  that  Comp.  Harper,  when  closing  this  last  report 
to  the  Grand  Chapter,  had  inperceptibly  caught  a  glance  of 
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the  mystery  of  life,  that  he  was,  alas  !  so  soon  to  solve  ?  Was 
he  brought  to  understand  that 

“  Great  are  the  symbols  of  being,  but  that  which  is  symboled  is  greater  ; 

Vast  the  create  and  beheld,  but  vaster  the  inward  creator; 

Back  of  the  sound  broods  the  silence,  back  of  the  gift  stands  the 
giving.” 

Back  of  the  hand  that  receives,  thrill  the  sensitive  nerves  of  receiving. 

“  Space  is  as  nothing  to  spirit,  the  deed  is  outdone  by  the  doing ; 

The  heart  of  the  wooer  is  warm,  but  warmer  the  heart  of  the  wooing  ; 

And  up  from  the  pits  where  these  shiver,  and  up  from  the  heights 
where  these  shine, 

Twin  voices  and  shadows  move  starward,  and  the  essence  of  life 
divine.” 


Called  upon  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  to  prepare 
this  report,  we  feel  in  duty  bound  to  perform  the  same  even 
at  the  sacrifice  of  health ;  we  do  not  feel  able  physically  to 
undertake  it;  our  physician  says  “  Rest,”  but  the  obligations 
resting  upon  us  demand  some  sacrifice  at  our  hands,  and  we 
are  willing  to  do,  if  only  in  a  feeble  manner. 

Companion  Harper  was  one  of  the  ablest  reporters  we  know 
of,  with  great  intelligence,  and  ample  store  of  Masonic 
knowledge,  a  keen  perception  of  the  weak  spots  in  others’ 
reports,  he  wrote  his  views  in  a  fearless  manner,  sometimes 
warmly,  sometimes  testily,  but  always  Masonically,  and  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 
Comp.  Harper,  we  think,  was  not  without  fault  ;  we  all  have 
them. 

“  So  many  little  faults  we  find  ; 

We  see  them,  for  not  blind 

Is  love.  We  see  them;  but  if  you  and  I, 

Perhaps,  remember  them,  some  bye-and-bye 
They  will  not  be 

Faults  then — grave  faults — to  you  and  me, 

But  just  odd  ways — mistakes  or  even  less, 
Remembrances  to  bless. 
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Days  change  so  many  things,  ‘  yea,  hours 
We  see  so  differently  in  suns  and  showers. 

Mistaken  words  to-night 

May  be  cherished  by  to-morrow’s  light ; 

We  may  be  patient,  for  we  surely  know 
There’s  such  a  little  way  to  go.” 

In  reading  over  the  several  reports,  we  find  portions  that 
we  believe  should  never  have  been  written.  Passages  of 
wit,  harsh  terms,  the  self-laudation  of  some,  filling  pages 
with  what  others  have  said  about  them,  and  all  this  at  the 
expense  of  the  Grand  Body.  We  do  not  refer  now  especially 
to  the  Grand  Chapters,  but  to  other  Grand  Bodies  which  we 
have  read.  These  are  all  out  of  place  in  reports.  They  are 

“  Talk  !  talk  !  talk  ! 

Why  can  we  never  be  dumb  ? 

Talk!  talk!  talk! 

While  the  indiscreet  sentences  come, 

And  we  say  what  we  never  should  say — 

What  we  would  give  worlds  to  recall. 

Does  the  lesson  restrain  on  the  following  day  ? 

Make  us  wary  of  words  ?  Not  at  all. 

“  Talk  !  talk  !  talk  ! 

And  the  mischievous  work  is  begun — 

Talk  !  talk  !  talk  ! 

Till  the  deadliest  damage  is  done ; 

And  the  evil  never  ends, 

While  the  habit  is  strengthened  each  day, 

Till  we’re  either  talking  about  our  friends 
Or  giving  ourselves  away.” 


We  know  that  there  have  been  words  written  which  would 
be  recalled  if  it  were  possible.  But  what  has  been  printed  is 
there  in  cold  ink,  and  the  Brother  “has  given  himself  away.” 

With  these  thoughts  we  take  up  our  task,  and  find  we 
have  received  the  Proceedings  of  the  following  Grand 
Chapters  : — 

j. 
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Alabama, 

New  Hampshire, 

Arkansas, 

New  Jersey, 

California, 

New  York, 

Colorado, 

North  Carolina, 

Connecticut, 

North  Dakota, 

Dakota, 

Oregon, 

District  of  Columbia, 

Ohio, 

Delaware, 

South  Carolina, 

Florida, 

South  Dakota, 

Illinois, 

Vermont, 

Indiana, 

Virginia, 

Kansas, 

Washington, 

Louisiana, 

Ireland, 

Maine, 

Scotland, 

Maryland, 

Canada, 

Mississippi,’ 

Quebec, 

Missouri, 

Nova  Scotia, 

Nebraska, 

Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  Eng., 

Nevada, 

General  Grand  Chapter. 

ALABAMA. 


The  Sixty-second  Annual  Communication  was  held  in 
Montgomery,  on  December  4,  1888. 

Comp.  Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre¬ 
siding. 

20  Chapters  ;  1 2  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  thinks  that  the  work  cannot  be 
properly  disseminated  by  its  exemplfication  at  the  Annual 
Communications.  He  favors  Grand  Lecturers,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  instead.  He  attributes  the 
apparent  apathy,  which  is  so  alarming,  to  ignorance  of  the 
work  of  the  Chapter.  We  note  one  of  his  decisions,  that  a 
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Royal  Arch  Mason  may  affiliate  with  a  Chapter  and  yet  be 
an  unaffiliated  Blue  Lodge  Mason.  Our  experience  is  that 
one  who  is  indifferent  about  his  Blue  Lodge  membership 
will  make  a  very  poor  member  of  a  Chapter. 

A  fitting  tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  Comp.  Daniel 
Sayre,  who,  for  over  thirty  years,  served  as  Grand  Secretary. 

Comp.  Palmer  J.  Pillans  presented  the  report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence.  In  his  opening  he  presents  a  sorrowful  picture 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Alabama.  Twenty-one  years  ago,, 
when  he  commenced  writing  these  reports,  they  had  71  active 
Chapters,  3,000  members,  and  $1,300  receipts.  Last  year’s 
report  shows  23  Chapters,  572  members,  and  $400  receipts. 

Pennsylvania  for  1887  receives  fraternal  notice. 

23  Chapters,  636  members. 

Pennsylvania  has  no  representative  near  Alabama,  nor 
Alabama  near  Pennsylvania.  » 

John  Gideon  Harris,  Montgomery,  Grand  High  Priest ; 
Myles  Jefferson  Greene,  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 


ARKANSAS. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Convocation  was  held  in  Little  Rock, 
November  29,  1888. 

Comp.  W.  K.  Ramsey,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  presided. 

44  Chapters  and  17  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  reports  that  his  official  acts 
have  been  few,  and  they  not  of  vital  importance. 

He  reported  the  following  decision  : — 

“  2.  A  Companion  was  represented  as  a  worthy,  exemplary 
member  of - Chapter;  a  good  man  and  a  believer  in  Christian¬ 

ity,  but  did  not  believe  that  the  soul  of  man  became  immortal  until 
after  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  could  not  therefore  join  with  his 
brethren  in  depositing  the  emblem  of  immortality  in  the  grave  of  a 
deceased  brother.  This  question  was  propounded  :  ‘  Could  he  con¬ 
sistently  remain  a  member  of  his  Chapter;  if  not,  would  his  Compan¬ 
ions  be  justified  in  allowing  him  to  voluntarily  demit  therefrom?’ 
Answer. — First.  To  entitle  one  to  be  and  remain  a  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  he  should  believe  in  a  Diety  as  the 
Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  also  the  immortality  of  the  soul  ; 
but  Masonry  does  not  attempt  to  fix  any  particular  period  when  immor¬ 
tality  sets  in;  hence  the  Companion’s  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  ‘soul- 
sleeping,’  as  it  were,  between  the  grave  and  resurrection  is  not  such 
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•an  inconsistency  with  the  religious  tests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as  to 
debar  him  from  membership.  Second.  As  our  Grand  Chapter  has 
never  adopted  a  funeral  service,  I  suggested  that,  perhaps,  it  would 
have  been  better  to  submit  this  case  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Third.  A 
Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  standing  has  the  unquestioned  right  to 
demit  at  any  time  that  he  may  see  proper.” 

On  which  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Usage 
reported  : — 

“As  to  the  second  decision,  we  approve  of  so  much  as  holds  that 
belief  in  immortality  of  the  soul  is  essential,  but  that  it  is  not  material 
whether  a  Mason  believes  in  an  intermediate  state  of  soul-sleep  between 
death  and  resurrection.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  should  be  free  to  doubt  whenever  he  wishes.  The  sugges¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  that  the  question  should  be  opened  to  the 
Lodge,  we  deem  a  mere  suggestion,  and  not  a  decision  calling  for  an 
opinion.” 
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He  made  several  recommendations,  which  the  Grand 
Chapter  approved,  and  which  will  tend  to  make  Arkansas 
take  on  a  new  life. 

The  following  was  adopted  : — 

“  Resolved ,  That  each  Subordinate  Chapter  be  required  to  procure 
a  book  of  Marks,  and  that  every  Mark  Master  be  required,  under 
penalty,  to  select  his  mark,  and  furnish  it  to  the  Secretary  of  his 
Chapter  for  record  within  three  months  from  this  date,  or  from  the  date 
of  his  being  made  a  Mark  Master. 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Chapter  in  this 
jurisdiction  be  required  to  read  to  his  Chapter  the  resolution  as  to  the 
recording  of  marks,  at  the  first  meeting  after  the  receipt  of  the  printed 
proceedings.” 

A  difficult  task,  indeed,  as  regards  the  Mark  Master  Mason. 

Comp.  R.  J.  Laughlin  furnishes  a  brief  and  concise  report 
on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  43  Grand 
Chapters. 

Comp.  W.  H.  Gee,  Dardanelle,  Grand  High  Priest;  Comp. 
J.  A.  Henry,  Little  Rock,  Grand  Secretary. 


CALIFORNIA. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  San 
Francisco,  April  16,  1889,  Comp.  Wm.  Thompson  Luther, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  50  Chapters  represented. 


The  Address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  refers  to  his 
official  acts  during  the  year,  mostly  of  local  interest. 

A  Companion  who  was  sick  and  absent  was  elected  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  $500  was  voted  for  hi.s  relief,  together 
with  the  sympathies  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  his  hours  of 
suffering,  and  their  hopes  for  his  speedy  recovery  to  health. 
This  is  an  exemplification  of  Masonic  benevolence. 

Comp.  Thomas  H.  Caswell,  Grand  Secretary,  presented  the 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  covering  116  pages  of 
solid  matter.  Pennsylvania  receives  five  pages  of  review.  The 
review  shows  that  he  has  read  carefully  our  doings,  and  his 
opinions  thereon  are  fair  and  just,  agreeing  to  almost  every¬ 
thing  that  we  did.  Many  kind  words  for  Comp.  Harper’s, 
report  of  last  year. 

There  are  64  Chapters,  with  4,480  members. 

We  note  Pennsylvania  has  no  representative  near  or  from 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  California.  % 

Comp.  William  Vanderhurst,  Salinas,  Grand  High  Priest 
Comp.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  San  Francisco,  Grand 
Secretary. 


COLORADO. 


The  Fifteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Denver,. 
September  19,  1889,  Comp.  William  T.  Bridwell,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding. 

18  Chapters,  17  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  speaks  of  the  death 
of  Comp.  Samuel  Harper,  and  a  memorial  page  is  printed  in 
the  Proceedings  to  his  memory.  He  also  reports  the  dona¬ 
tion  of  $150  to  the  Johnstown  sufferers.  It  is  on  occasions 
of  a  great  calamity  that  the  true  principles  of  Freemasonry 
are  made  manifest. 

The  following,  in  reference  to  marks,  was  adopted : — 

“  Resolved .  First — That  every  Chapter  be  and  is  hereby  required  to 
procure  and  keep  with  its  records  a  book  of  Marks. 

“  Second. — -That  hereafter  no  candidate  shall  be  exalted  within  this 
jurisdiction  until  he  shall  have  selected  and  caused  to  be  recorded  a 
mark. 

“  Third. — That  High  Priests  are  hereby  directed  to  require  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  respective  Chapters,  who  have  not  previously  done  so,  to 
select  and  record  their  marks,  and  that  report  of  all  Companions  in  this 
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jurisdiction  who  have  neglected  or  refused  to  comply  with  this  resolu¬ 
tion,  be  made  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  on  or  before  January  i,  1890.” 


The  second  resolution  is  the  proper  way  to  enforce  the 
■obligation. 

Comp.  Ernest  Le  Neve  Foster  presented  the  report  on 
Correspondence,  reviewing  41  Grand  Chapters,  covering  74 
pages.  Pennsylvania  has  four  pages  assigned  to  it.  He 
pays  this  tribute  to  our  Comp.  Harper : — 

“  But  ‘  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.’  We  know  not  how 
soon  that  inexorable  enemy  before  whom  all  must  bow  will  appear. 
Even  before  the  proceedings  containing  these  reports  left  the  printers’ 
hands  death  had  claimed  another  victim,  and  our  esteemed  Companion, 
Samuel  Harper,  had  passed  to  the  great  unknown.  To  us  personally 
he  was  not  known,  but  his  writings  for  a  number  of  years  as  Chairman 
of  Correspondence,  proved  him  to  be  a  workman  worthy  of  his  hire. 
His  labors  remain  after  him  as  a  memorial  that  another  good  man  and 
faithful  companion  blessed  the  earth.  By  his  death  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania  has  been  deprived  of  one  of  its  brightest  and  ablest 
members.” 


Pennsylvania  has  no  Grand  Representative. 

23  Chapters,  1,560  members. 

Samuel  H.  Thompson,  Durango,  Grand  High  Priest;  Ed. 
C.  Parmalee,  corner  Third  and  Granite  streets,  Pueblo,  Grand 
Secretary. 


CONNECTICUT. 

The  Ninety-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  New 
Haven,  May  14,  1889,  Comp.  A.  E.  Blakeslee,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding. 

36  Chapters,  1 1  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  in 
which  he  reported  his  official  acts  during  the  year.  He 
called  the  attention  of  Grand  Chapter  to  the  neglect  of  their 
representatives  to  other  Grand  Chapters,  the  regulations 
requiring  “  that  the  representatives  near  other  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  shall  report  annually  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
their  doings  as  such  representatives,  and  the  failure  to  per¬ 
form  this  duty  for  three  consecutive  years  shall  be  considered 
a  vacation  of  the  office.” 
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I  do  not  know  of  more  than  two  instances  where  a  Grand 
Representative  had  been  called  upon  to  perform  any  special 
Masonic  duty  connected  therewith. 

At  the  election  of  officers  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  twenty 
years  declined  further  service. 

Comp.  John  H.  Barlow  presented  the  report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence  (his  twelfth  one),  which  shows  his  experienced 
hand. 

36  Chapters,  4,286  members. 

John  G.  Rowland,  New  Haven,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 


DAKOTA. 

p 


The  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Mitchell,  June 
10,  1889. 

26  Chapters,  16  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

Comp.  Henry  S.  Williams,  R.  E.  Grand  King,  presiding, 
the  Grand  High  Priest  not  being  able  to  be  present.  The 
Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  among  other  matters, 
refers  to  the  calamity  at  Johnstown,  the  death  of  Comp. 
Samuel  Harper,  and  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  has 
this  to  say  in  reference  to  his  death  : — 

“While  he  may  not  have  been  the  most  eminent  writer  among  all 
who  thus  gratituously  labor  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  Craft,  yet 
there  was  that  in  him  which  made  his  writings  very  valuable  to  the  Craft. 

“  Having  broad  and  liberal  views,  no  hackneyed  phraseology  nor 
dead  issues  ever  found  a  place  in  his  reports. 

“His  heart  was  in  his  work.  He  loved  his  fellow-men,  and 
worshiped  at  the  shrine  of  truth.  His  God  was  full  of  mercy  and 
forgiveness. 

“The  erring  were  admonished,  but  never  abused.  He  who  done 
his  work  well  received  a  just  reward  at  his  hands.  Of  such  noble- 
hearted  and  generous  souls  is  the  Mason’s  Heaven  composed.  His 
memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  his  Companions.  Little  did  we 
think  when  reviewing  his  last  report  taking  us  to  task,  courteously, 
for  speaking  of  a  deceased  Companion  at  sixty-one  as  being  of  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  that  e’er  that  report  was  submitted  we  should  be  called 
upon  to  write  his  obituary.” 


Conforming  to  the  action  proposed  by  the  National  Gov¬ 
ernment,  dividing  the  State  of  Dakota,  a  committee  was 
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appointed  to  divide  the  State.  The  committee  reported  as 
follows : — 

“  First. — That  the  Grand  Chapter  proceed  to  elect  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  or  as  much  thereof  as  maybe,  prior  to  the  formation  of 
two  Grand  Chapters. 

“ Second . — That  the  representatives  from  those  Chapters  situated 
south  of  the  7th  standard  parallel  meet  in  convention,  elect  officers 
and  adopt  a  constitution. 

“That  at  the  same  time  the  representatives  of  those  Chapters 
situated  north  of  said  7th  standard  parallel  meet  in  convention,  adopt  a 
constitution  and  elect  their  officers. 

“  Third. — That  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Dakota  proceed  to 
instal  its  officers. 

“ Fourth . — That  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  four  to  make  an  equitable  division  of  the  properties  belonging 
to  this  Grand  Chapter.  Division  to  be  made  when  the  two  new  Grand 
Chapters  are  instituted. 

“  Fifth. — That  the  Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand  Chapter  certify 
to  Noble  D.  Larner,  M.  E.  Gen’l  Grand  High  Priest,  this  action  and 
the  action  of  the  two  conventions.” 


The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  Thomas  J. 
Wilder,  Grand  Secretary,  in  which  he  reviews,  in  an  able 
manner,  the  proceedings  of  thirty-five  Grand  Chapters.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  1888  receives  a  very  fraternal  review. 

30  Chapters,  1,313  members. 

Comp.  John  Davidson,  Bismarck,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  Thomas  J.  Wilder,  Casselton,  Grand  Secretary. 

And  now,  as  we  are  writing  this  report,  comes  a  circular 
from  Grand  Secretary  Wilder,  certifying  that  the  division  is 
accomplished,  and  on  January  6,  1890,  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
South  Dakota  was  organized  at  Yankton,  and  Comp.  Henry 
S.  Williams,  Columbia,  and  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau, 
were  respectively  installed  as  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  and 
Grand  Secretary.  Also,  that  on  January  9,  1890,  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  North  Dakota  was  organized  at  Fargo,  and 
Comp.  John  Davidson,  of  Bismarck,  was  installed  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  Thomas  J.  Wilder,  of  Casselton,  was 
installed  as  Grand  Secretary. 

We  with  pleasure,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  greet  and  welcome  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  North  and  South  Dakota. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


This  Grand  Chapter  has  been  meeting  semi-annually,  and 
a  Semi-Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
June  13,  1888,  at  which  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
Comp.  Robert  Ball,  presided  as  Grand  High  Priest,  that 
officer  being  out  of  the  city  and  sick. 

8  Chapters  and  32  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  December  12,  1888,  at 
which  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  again  presided,  the  M. 
E.  Grand  High  Priest  not  as  yet  having  recovered  his  health. 

8  Chapters  and  31  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Deputy,  acting  as  Grand  High  Priest,  read  an  address, 
referring  to  his  official  acts.  He  had  officially  visited  all  the 
Chapters  in  his  Jurisdiction,  and  speaks  of  the  ovations  he 
received  while  performing  that  duty. 

An  amendment,  making  but  one  meeting  during  the  year, 
was  reported  on  and  adopted.  The  Grand  Lecturer  presented 
a  flowery  report,  in  which  he  states  that  he  ffiade  52  visits  of 
inspection  to  the  8  Chapters,  an  average  of  7  visits  to  each 
Chapter. 

Comp.  William  R.  Singleton  presented  the  report  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  in  which  he  reviews,  and  speaks  his  mind  in  a 
critical  manner  on  the  sayings  and  doings  of  40  Jurisdictions. 
Under  the  head  of  Maryland;  and,  speaking  of  the  blackballing 
in  Chapters,  he  says  most  aptly  and  truly  : — 


“This  is  placing  a  brother  Mason  precisely  in  the  category  of  a 
profane,  i.  e.}  a  brother  to  whom  we  are  under  all  the  obligations  of 
Masonry  to  defend  him,  his  good  name  and  his  honor,  has  no  more 
chance  against  the  prejudices,  the  ill  will  of  some  vindictive  person 
in  the  Chapter,  than  a  profane,  with  whom  we  have  never  entered 
into  any  obligations,  and  who  may  be  an  entire  stranger  to  us.  Is  this 
the  ‘  j ustice  ’  so  much  boasted  of  as  being  a  cardinal  virtue  of  Masonry  ? 

“.We  should  cultivate  more  closely  the  fraternal  ties  that  bind  us 
to  each  other  as  Masons.  As  we  ascend  higher  the  scale  of  Masonic 
degrees  we  are  taught  that  our  obligations  become  more  binding  upon 
us.  Pray,  in  what  can  they  be  more  binding  than  in  our  duty  to  one 
another?  snd  how  can  we  fulfil  that  duty  more  zealously  than  to  pro¬ 
tect  each  others  character?  and  how  protect  it  more  efficiently  than 
in  the  ordeal  of  the  ballot  ?  No,  let  there  be  more  Masonry  as  we 
ascend,  and  not  more  malice,  ill  will  and  prejudice  toward  our  brethren 
and  greater  opportunities  for  injury.” 
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In  his  notice  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales 
he  says : — 

“The  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary  having  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  the  printed  volume  for  the  years  1887  and  1 888,  it  is 
proper  that  we  should  notice  the  same,  as  we  understand  that  while 
our  Grand  Chapter  ceased  all  official  relations  with  the  Body  repre¬ 
sented  by  these  proceedings,  yet  there  is  no  hostile  or  other  than  the 
most  friendly  and  cordial  feeling  for  our  brethren  in  connection  with 
M  irk  Masonry  in  England  and  Wales. 

“Our  individual  sentiments  were  expressed  several  years  since  in 
this  connection,  viz. :  That  our  Grand  Chapters  should  not  have 
lowered  the  plane  upon  which  they  stand  to  recognize  as  a  peer  any 
body  of  Masons  having  only  one  of  the  degrees  in  their  curriculum. 
To  our  judgment  it  would  be  as  competent,  if  not  more  so,  to  recog¬ 
nize  and  enter  into  official  relations  with  Grand  Master  Masons ;  and 
if,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Past  Masters  were  to  organize  a  Grand  Body 
to  enter  also  into  official  relations  with  it. 

“To  recognize  Mark  Master  Masons,  and  admit  them  to  visit  our 
lodges  of  Mark  Masters,  when  at  work,  should  have  also  opened  the 
doors  of  our  Past  Masters’  Degree  to  all  Past  Masters  of  Lodges  of 
Master  Masons  who  had  passed  the  chair  regularly.  Yet  no  one  ever 
dreamed  of  doing  this  ;  and  yet  why  not,  as  well  as  admit  Mark 
Masters  of  England  to  our  Mark  Degree  Lodges  ?  ’’ 


We  beg  leave  to  take  exceptions  to  some  parts  of  the 
above  remarks.  We  do  not  think  that  the  Grand  Chapters 
have  lowered  the  plane  upon  which  they  stand  to  recognize 
as  a  peer  any  body  of  Masons  having  only  one  of  the 
degrees  in  their  curriculum.  We  are  sure  Past  General 
Grand  H  igh  Priest,  Comp.  N.  D.  Larner,  a  Past  High  Priest 
of  District  of  Columbia,  does  not  (nor  should  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  Canada,  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia)  feel  lowered  by 
being  the  representative  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  which  knows  nothing  of  the  Most  Excellent  or  Past 
Masters,  as  the  only  degree  in  which  an  American  Royal 
Arch  Mason  can  visit  in  Scotland  is  the  Royal  Arch.  Again, 
if  the  Past  Master’s  Degree  had,  like  the  Mark  Degree,  been 
merely  an  honorary  degree,  conferred  without  any  lawful  head, 
and  at  any  time  or  any  place;  then  those  Masons  who  would 
take  charge  of  the  same,  and  legalize  the  conferring  of  the 
degree,  should  be  welcomed  and  honored  for  having  raised 
the  plane  upon  which  they  found  the  Mark,  or  Most  Excellent 
Master,  and  their  Grand  Body  should  be  recognized  as  having 
control  of  the  same.  We  know  that  Past  Masters  made  in 
Chapters  have  been  present  at  the  actual  passing  to  the  chair 
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of  the  Master  of  a  Blue  Lodge,  and  actual  Past  Masters  have 
the  right  to  be  present  at  the  conferring  of  what  is  called  the 
Past  Master’s  Degree  in  a  Chapter.  The'  one  (actual)  is  a 
genuine  Past  Master,  the  other  (virtual)  only  a  bogus  or 
temporary  one,  who  steps  into  the  chair  for  a  few  moments 
in  order  that  he  may  be  qualified  for  advancement  to  the 
Royal  Arch. 

Again  he  says  : — 

“  In  this  we  discover  that  a  Past  Presiding  Officer  of  a  Mark  Lodge, 
pari  passu,  should  be  entitled  to  visit  one  of  our  Chapter  Past  Master’s 
Lodges  when  at  work  if  we  should  be  in  official  relations  with  those  Mark 
Lodges.” 


By  no  means,  for  there  is  nothing  confided  to  him  at  his 
installation  that  would  entitle  him  to  visit  a  so-called  “  Chapter 
Past  Master’s  Lodge.” 

We  agree  with  him  in  his  private  views  : — ' 

“  Our  own  private  view  is  that  whatever  Masonic  degrees  are  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  regular  Masonic  powers,  scattered  over  the  world  of 
Masonry,  anyone  having  one  or  more  of  these,  and  presenting  his  certi¬ 
ficate  or  otherwise  convincing  evidence  of  his  possession  of  such  from 
regularly  constituted  bodies,  he  should  be  received  as  a  visitor,  even  if 
he  have  received  them  of  a  different  ritual,  provided  the  body  wherein 
they  were  received  was  well  recognized  as  being  regularly  constituted. 
To  us  ‘  Masonry  ’  should  be  universal.” 


The  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  only  desires  that 
Masonry  should  be  universal,  and  their  right  to  the  Mark 
Degree  be  acknowledged  by  the  American  Grand  Chapters. 
Only  this  and  nothing  more. 

8  Chapters,  1,394  members. 

Comp.  Robert  Ball,  Washington,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  L.  G.  Stephens,  Washington,  Grand  Secretary. 


DELAWARE. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Wil¬ 
mington,  January  16,  1889. 

Comp.  Joseph  A.  Bond,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

3  Chapters,  12  Grand  Chapters  represented. 
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This  is  a  jurisdiction  limited  in  size,  numbers,  and  conse¬ 
quently  business.  The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
does  not  speak  cheerfully  as  to  the  present  and  past  condition 
of  the  Royal  Arch  under  his  control  and  direction.  The 
report  on  Correspondence  is  of  thirteen  lines,  including 
headings  and  names  of  committee. 

3  Chapters,  317  members. 

Comp.  Joseph  A.  Bond,  Wilmington,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  James  H.  Price,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 


FLORIDA. 

The  Fifty-third  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Jackson¬ 
ville,  on  January  14,  1889,  Comp.  Marcus  Endel,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding. 

9  Chapters,  9  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  refers  to  his 
official  acts,  the  dead  of  his  jurisdiction,  and  strong  action  taken 
on  delinquent  Councils,  several  of  which  have  not  reported 
for  many  years. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  very  lenient  with  these  Chapters, 
and  gave  them  another  year  to  set  themselves  right.  No 
report  on  Correspondence.  The  Grand  Chapter  was  three 
days  in  session,  but  little  work  seemed  to  have  been  done. 

Comp.  Marcus  Endel,  Gainesville,  Grand  High  Priest ; 
De  Witt  C.  Dawkins,  Jacksonville,  Grand  Secretary. 


ILLINOIS. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Chicago,  on 
the  24th  of  October,  1:889,  Comp.  Sylvester  O.  Spring, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

163  Chapters  and  34  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  full  and  com¬ 
plete.  He  reports  the  death  of  the  Grand  King,  Comp. 
James  Major,  and  a  number  of  members  of  Grand  Chapter, 
as  well  as  of  other  jurisdictions,  among  the  latter  that  of  our 
own  Comp.  Samuel  Harper. 
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The  business  was  mostly  of  a  local  character.  Decisions 
were  reported  and  approved,  which  agree  with  the  customs 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  John  M. 
Pearson.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  43  Grand  Chapters, 
Pennsylvania  for  1888  among  the  number.  He  quotes  quite 
liberally,  and  criticises  fairly.  In  his  review  of  the  Grand 
Mark  Lodge  of  England,  he  quotes  the  following  from  their 
proceedings : — 

“  Bro.  W.  J.  Hughan,  who  was  acting  as  Senior  Grand  Warden,  said  : 
Most  Worshipful  Pro-Grand  Master,  will  you  allow  me,  as  the  represen' a- 
tiveof  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  in  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of 
England,  to  present  the  ‘  hearty  good  wishes  ’  of  that  Grand  Chapter  to 
this  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  the  first  Grand  Chapter  that  recognized  this 
Grand  Lodge.  I  am  sorry  that  one  of  the  brethren  from  the  United  States 
is  not  here.  Bro.  C.  E.  Meyer,  of  Philadelphia,  left  this  country  this 
morning,  and  he  very  much  regrets  not  being  able  tq  be  present.  He 
represents  1 50,000  Mark  Masons  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  I 
think  such  good  wishes  are  worth  having.  I  am  happy  also  to  say  that 
he  heartily  congratulates  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  appointment  of  Bro. 
Matier  as  Grand  Secretary.” 


In  his  review  of  Pennsylvania,  he  says  : — 


“Now  we  find  on  page  thirty-nine,  in  the  address  of  the  newly- 
installed  Grand  High  Priest,  and  also  on  page  forty-seven,  that  this 
Grand  Chapter  existed  for  twenty-nine  years,  under  rule  of  the  Grand 
Master,  and,  presumably,  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  ‘  If  it  is  not  sovereign, 
it  is  nothing,’ says  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Henderson.  Now  what  was  it 
■during  those  twenty-nine  years?  and  how  does  this  confirm  the  claim  to 
be  the  ‘oldest  Grand  Chapter  in  America  ?  ’  For  ourselves,  we  have  small 
use  for  that  word  ‘sovereign.’  Centuries  ago  it  may  have  been  differ¬ 
ent,  but  now  the  writer  knows  of  but  One — One  only ,  whose  will  is  law 
and  who  can  do  no  wrong.  For  us,  we  cannot  even  choose  our  own 
membership,  and  are  bound  by  solemn  ties  not  to  countenance  inno¬ 
vations.  Surely  this  is  not  to  be  Sovereign!” 


He  is  laboring  under  a  mistake  when  he  says  that  for 
twenty-nine  years  our  Grand  Chapter  was  under  the  rule  of 
the  Grand  Master.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  was 
never  under  the  rule  of  a  Grand  Master.  It  was  governed  by 
a  Grand  High  Priest,  who  was  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Pennsylvana,  if  he  was  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason.  But  the  government  was  entirely  independent  of 


70 


the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  1795  to  the  present,  has  always  been  “  sovereign.”  Any 
other  word  that  you  choose,  Comp.  Pearson,  but  it  must 
mean  “  sovereign  ”  in  all  that  that  word  applies. 

He  says  that  Comp.  Harper’s  last  report  was  the  best  he 
had  read  thus  far. 

197  Chapters,  13,106  members. 

Joseph  E.  Dyas,  Paris,  Grand  High  Priest;  Gil.  W. 
Barnard,  78  Monroe  street,  Chicago,  Grand  Secretary. 


INDIANA. 


The  Forty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Indian¬ 
apolis,  October  23,  1889,  and  was  opened  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
Daniel  McDonald,  Grand  High  Priest. 

78  Chapters,  32  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  reports  the 
death  of  a  number  of  Companions,  members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Indiana,  and  other  Grand  Chapters. 

On  the  subject  of  non-payment  of  dues  he  says  : — 


“  Nine-tenths  of  all  the  individual  suspensions  and  nearly  all  the 
charters  arrested  may  be  traced  to  the  non-payment  of  dues,  and  the 
most  prolific  cause  of  non-affiliation  is  the  inability  or  disinclination  to 
pay  dues.  There  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  something  radically 
wrong  in  the  Masonic  system  of  levying  and  collecting  dues,  and  in 
many  cases  I  know  the  penalty  is  unnecessarily  severe.  He  who  shall 
devise  ways  and  means  by  which  Chapters  and  Grand  Chapters  can 
be  sustained  and  kept  alive  without  the  present  oppressive  system  of 
dues  and  penalties  for  the  non-payment  of  the  same,  will  be  entitled  to 
the  everlasting  thanks  of  all  classes  of  Masons  wheresoever  dispersed 
around  the  globe.” 


A  man  cannot  expect  to  live  in  this  world  without  paying 
his  footing.  If  he  wants  to  enjoy  Freemasonry — and  it  is 
free — nobody  asked  him  to  join  it,  but  of  his  own  free  will 
and  accord  he  sought  it.  If  he  wants  to  enjoy  its  privileges 
he  must  pay  towards  its  maintenance ;  and  we  have  found 
the  more  he  pays,  the  higher  he  values  it.  Again,  if  he  don’t 
want  to  pay,  or  is  continually  growling,  the  best  thing  he 
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can  do,  for  himself  and  Freemasonry,  is  to  resign  his  member¬ 
ship.  If  he  is  poor  and  cannot  bear  his  share  in  the  support 
of  the  fraternity,  his  brethren  will  remit  his  dues  or  pay  them 
for  him. 

When  will  men  cease  to  be  boys  ?  occurs  to  us  as  we  read 
the  following,  from  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest : — 


“  This  is  an  original  case  filed  with  me  two  or  three  months  ago  by 
Companion  McKnight  in  person.  The  case  is  a  peculiar  one,  inas¬ 
much  as  it  is  a  complaint  for  bodily  injury  received  while  the  degree  of 
Royal  Arch  was  being  conferred  upon  him  by  the  officers  and  members 
of  Covington  Chapter  on  the  evening  of  June  6,  1883.  In  his  state¬ 
ment  of  the  case  he  alleges  that  he  received  an  injury  in  the  lumbar 
spine  and  right  hip  joint,  which  developed  Pott’s  disease  of  the  spine 
and  necrosis  of  the  hip  joint.  He  says  he  did  not  feel  the  pain  in  the 
hip  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  but  about  two  weeks  later.  ‘At  the  time 
of  the  injury  of  the  spine,’  he. says,  ‘  I  screamed  with  intense  pain,  and 
fell  to  the  floor,  but  sprang  up  immediately  and  thought  I  was  not  hurt 
seriously,  I  went  through  the  work  of  the  evening,  although  carefully 
assisted  by  the  members.’  He  then  gives  in  detail  alkthe  particulars 
of  the  case,  the  medical  treatment  he  has  received,  and  other  matters 
immediately  and  remotely  connected  with  it,  and  adds  : — 

“  ‘  During  these  six  years  up  to  date,  I  have  paid  for  consultation 
with  physicians,  medicine,  treatment,  such  as  massage,  baths,  opera¬ 
tions,  etc.,  and  traveling  to  and  from  points  to  see  my  surgeons,  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  in  cash,  besides  running 
risks  of  death,  and  suffering  torments  and  tortures,  which  language 
would  fail  to  give  any  conception  of,  and  has  now  placed  me  in  debt 
$2,000.’ 

“  The  papers  in  the  case  are  quite  voluminous,  and  seem  to  cover  in 
detail  everything  connected  with  its  treatment  from  the  date  of  the 
alleged  injury  to  the  present  time. 

“  I  requested  Covington  Chapter  to  file  a  certified  statement,  which 
has  been  done.  The  High  Priest,  Companion  Geo.  S.  Jones, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Chapter,  among  other  things,  says  : — 

“‘While  our  Chapter  recognizes  the  deplorable  condition  to  which 
Companion  McKnight’s  misfortunes  have  brought  him,  it  is  unwilling 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  having  been,  in  any  degree,  the  cause 
of  them.  There  was  no  undue  violence  noticeable  to  an  observer,  and, 
with  but  two  or  three  exceptions,  none  of  the  Companions  who  were 
present  at  his  exaltation  are  able  to  recall  any  remembrance  of  any 
unusual  circumstance  connected  with  it.  What  our  Chapter  has  done 
has  been  done  in  the  way  of  Masonic  relief,  and  not  as  recompense  or 
retribution.’ 

“I  have  notified  the  High  Priest  to  meet  the  committee  to  whom  it 
should  be  referred,  and  also  notified  Companion  McKnight  to  be 
present  in  person  or  by  some  authorized  Companion,  to  the  end  that  a 
complete  investigation  may  be  had  and  the  exact  facts  arrived  at. 


“Companion  McKnight  visited  me  some  three  months  ago,  and 
from  personal  observation  I  found  that  he  was  badly  crippled  and  will 
remain  so  for  life.  He  has  no  use  of  his  right  leg,  and  is  compelled  to 
use  crutches  whenever  he  moves  about.  Whether  his  deplorable  con¬ 
dition  is  the  result  of  the  alleged  accident  is  the  question  you  are  asked 
to  determine ;  and  if  you  find  that  it  is,  you  will  be  asked  to  contribute 
an  amount  which  may  seem  just  and  right,  under  the  circumstances,  as 
a  partial  recompense  for  the  large  outlay  of  money  and  loss  of  time 
resulting  from  the  injury.” 


If  the  Companion  was  injured  during  the  ceremonies,  it 
was  a  outrage  on  Royal  Arch  Masonry;  it  was  a  farce. 
There  is  nothing,  there  is  no  part,  in  the  ceremonies  of 
Masonry  that  tends  to  degrade  or  demean  or  hurt  the  feelings 
of  any  gentleman,  and  Companions  who  would  so  far  forget 
that  they  are  Royal  Arch  Masons  should  be  tried  and  ex¬ 
pelled.  This  case  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Griev¬ 
ance  and  Appeals,  who  reported ;  the  report  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  not  to  be  printed.  Why  print  one  part  and 
not  the  other? 

Companion  Thomas  B.  Long,  furnishes  the  report  on 
Correspondence,  reviewing  38  Grand  Chapters.  He  reviews 
Pennsylvania  in  a  most  fraternal  manner,  showing  that  he 
has  read  every  word  in  the  proceedings  he  reviewed.  Of 
Companion  Harper  he  says  : — 


“  Companion  Harper  was  a  fluent  and  graceful  writer,  a  strong 
debater,  an  almost  stubborn  advocate,  But  with  all  that,  he  was  gen¬ 
erous  and  conciliatory.” 


85  Chapters,  5,271  members. 

Elmer  Crockett,  South  Bend,  Grand  High  Priest ;  William 
H.  Smythe,  Indianapolis,  Grand  Secretary. 


KANSAS. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
Wichita,  February  18,  1889,  M.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Port, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

Fifty-five  Chapters  and  seventeen  Grand  Chapters  repre¬ 
sented. 


The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  reports  his  official 
acts,  all  of  which  received  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Comp.  John  H.  Brown  furnished  the  Report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence,  in  which  he  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  forty-one 
Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  being  among  the  number, 
which  receives  a  four-page  review. 

69  Chapters,  3,598  members. 

Comp.  Robert  E.  Torrington,  Emporia,  Grand  High 
Priest;  Comp.  John  H.  Brown,  Kansas  City,  Grand  Secretary. 


LOUISIANA. 

The  Forty-second  Annual  Grand  Convocation  was  held  at 
New  Orleans,  February  12,  1889,  M.  E.  Comp.  Herman  C. 
Duncan,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

Eleven  Chapters  and  thirty-three  Grand  Chapters  repre¬ 
sented. 

In  his  Annual  Address,  the  Grand  High  Priest  gives  some 
advice  which  will,  if  acted  upon,  be  of  benefit  to  many 
Chapters.  Referring  to  a  visit  he  made  to  one  of  the 
Chapters,  he  says  : — 


I  was  most  hospitably  received  at  the  station  by  a  committee,  and 
everything  was  done  daring  my  stay  to  make  my  visit  pleasant.  At 
night  we  gathered  around  the  Masonic  hearth-stone.  A  quorum  could 
not  be  obtained  and  the  Chapter  could  not  be  opened.  I  am  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  say,  however,  that  the  absence  of  a  sufficient  number  was  a 
cause  for  much  regret,  for  it  enabled  me  to  give  practical  demonstra¬ 
tion  to  the  advice  which  I  then  gave,  and  would  give  on  all  similar 
occasions.  Companions,  do  not  neglect  to  go  to  your  halls  at  the 
stated  times,  even  when  you  know  that  there  will  not  be  a  quorum.  That 
rainy  night  in  Opelousas  we  spent  several  hours  in  the  Chapter  rooms. 
I  took  my  proper  place,  had  the  doors  locked,  and  gathered  the  Com¬ 
panions  about  me.  We  talked  over  the  work;  we  examined  the 
finances  ;  we  recalled  the  memories  of  other  days,  by  a  careful 
inspection  of  the  book  of  marks.  Whenever  a  Chapter  finds  itself 
without  a  quorum,  let  not  the  time  be  thrown  away.  Let  the  Com¬ 
panions  burnish  their  armor ;  let  them  hold  a  school  of  instruction  ; 
let  them  encourage  themselves  by  a  rehearsal  of  the  trials  and  the  con¬ 
quests  of  those  who  have  traveled  before  them.  By  all  means,  let 
not  a  Companion  stay  away  from  his  Chapter  when  he  thinks  there 
will  not  be  a  quorum.  Time  need  not  be  wasted,  even  under  such 
unfortunate  circumstances.’’ 
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Let  not  the  time  be  thrown  away.  If  every  lagging 
Chapter  would  imitate  this  example,  we  feel  sure,  in  a  short 
time,  that  renewed  life  would  be  manifested. 

Again,  he  speaks  of  his  experience  in  visiting,  by  appoint¬ 
ment,  another  Chapter: — 

“On  the  24th  of  April  I  went,  by  appointment,  to  Franklin  to  visit 
Cyrus  Chapter.  No  one  met  me.  I  found  the  Guard  and  sent  him 
out  to  summon  the  Chapter.  He  succeeded  in  finding  and  bringing 
to  the  post  office  two  other  Companions,  one  of  whom  was  the  post¬ 
master  himself.  No  other  place  for  conference  was  provided.  I  found 
that  there  was  not  a  room  in  which  the  Chapter  degrees  could  be 
worked  in  the  town,  and  that  the  membership  was  much  scattered.’’ 

Of  another  visit  he  speaks  : —  * 


“The  occasion  was  made  all  the  more  pleasant  by  the  giving,  on 
that  occasion,  of  a  supper  by  the  new  High  Priest.  His  viands  were, 
like  himself,  excellent.  An  innovation,  on  this  occasion,  was  the 
spreading  of  the  feast  in  a  private  house.  I  wish  it  could  become  a 
custom.  To  my  taste  there  is  more  Masonry  in  the  taking  of  a 
Brother  to  your  hearth-stone  to  feast,  than  in  inviting  him  to  a 
restaurant,  or  in  bringing  the  viands  to  him  in  the  Lodge-room.’’ 


We  note,  with  regret,  the  issuing  of  two  dispensations  for 
the  public  installation  of  officers. 

Speaking  of  the  work,  he  says  truly  : — 


“  There  is  a  felt  need  of  some  authoritative  means  of  communica¬ 
ting  the  work  as  given  us  here  in  Grand  Chapter  to  the  Subordinate 
Chapters.  As  it  is,  it  appears  to  be  nobody’s  business.  I  have  been 
greatly  surprised  to  find  that  two  of  our  very  best  and  most  zealous 
Chapters,  Orleans-Delta  and  Evergreen,  had  not  received  instructions 
in  respect  to  the  decisions  arrived  at  by  formal  vote  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  in  our  last  Convocation,  to  wit:  the  use  of  the  h.  w.  in  the 
Mark  Masters’  and  Most  Excellent  Masters’  Degrees.  There  is 
scarcely  any  use  of  this  Grand  Chapter  considering  a  question  of  work, 
if  its  determination  is  not  to  be  carried  to  every  Subordinate  Chapter, 
and  there  enforced. 

“  Again,  I  find  some  expressions  in  use  in  Chapters  that  are  very 
evidently  inaccurate,  if  not  entirely  inappropriate.  It  is,  of  course, 
unnecessary  for  me  to  write  a  bill  of  particulars,  or  to  repeat  phrases 
that  might  create  a  smile  among  the  erudite. 

“There  must  be  a  remedy,  and  I  know  of  no  better  work  in  which 
to  engage  than  the  effort  to  find  and  apply  it. 
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“  One  of  two  courses  is  open  :  some  one,  two,  or  three  persons  must 
be  commissioned  to  visit  every  Chapter  and  instruct  it,  and,  I  will  add, 
keep  it  instructed,  or  we  must  have  the  Ritual  committed  to  a  cypher, 
and  a  book,  or  books,  in  the  possession  of  every  Chapter.” 


Don’t  print  your  Ritual ;  it  is  an  outrage  on  the  fraternity 
to  even  think  of  such  a  thing,  either  in  extenso  or  cypher. 
The  moment  it  is  put  down  in  black  and  white,  in  any 
manner  or  form,  it  becomes  common  property.  A  smart  man 
can  furnish,  in  a  short  time,  the  key  to  any  cypher.  Any7 
one,  no  matter  who  he  is,  who  commits  this  offence  against 
Masonry,  or  causes  or  allows  it  to  be  done,  is  liable  to  all 
its  penalties. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Louisiana  says  further  on  this 
subject  of  printing  the  Ritual: — 

“  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  believe  the  latter  course  highly  objectionable. 
The  spirit  of  Masonry  is  the  communication  of  its  legends,  its  signs  and 
symbols,  entirely  from  mouth  to  ear.  I  speak  also  what  I  do  know, 
when  I  say  that  a  printed  Ritual  makes  the  officers  loath  to  memorize 
thoroughly.  When  they  have  it  they  lean  upon  it  and  are  forever 
using  it  in  the  actual  working  of  the  degrees.  The  dramatic  effect  is 
ruined,  certainly  for  the  members  of  the  Chapter,  and  in  nine  cases 
of  ten,  for  the  candidate,  who  easily  detects  the  reading  tone.  With 
the  dramatic  effect  goes  the  interest,  and  members  and  neophyte  are 
ruined  in  their  usefulness  to  the  Chapter.  No,  let  us  hand  down  the 
treasures  to  our  successors  as  we  have  received  them,  and  not  other¬ 
wise./  Let  our  communication  of  our  secrets  be  oral,  and  oral  only.” 


The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  is  the  one  charged  with  this 
work  of  making  the  work  uniform,  and  he  should  be  held 
responsible  for  the  same. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

15  Chapters;  605  membership. 

Rev.  Herman  Cope  Duncan,  Alexandria,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest;  James  C.  Batchelor,  M.  D.,  New  Orleans, 
Grand  Secretary. 


MAINE. 

The  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Port¬ 
land,  May  7,  1889,  M.  E.  George  YV.  Goulding,  Grand 
High  Priest,  in  the  chair.  Thirty-eight  Chapters,  twenty^- 
seven  Grand  Chapters  represented. 
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This  Grand  Chapter  differs  from  many  of  the  other  Grand 
Chapters,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  pay  mileage  and  per  diem 
to  its  members. 

From  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  we  note  some 
items  of  interest : — 

That  a  public-spirited  lady  of  Bar  Harbor  had  donated  a 
valuable  lot  to  the  Masons  of  that  summer  resort,  on  which 
to  erect  a  Masonic  Hall. 

Speaking  of  the  way  they  do  the  work  before  him,  the  M. 
E.  Grand  PI  igh  Priest  says 

“  The  work,  as  a  whole,  was  the  finest  I  have  seen  during  the  year, 
and  the  most  correct  work  I  ever  saw.  All  the  parts,  from  the  High 
Priest’s  down  to  Master  of  the  ist  Vail’s,  were  well  and  accurately 
rendered. 

“  So  close  to  the  ritual  did  the  officers  keep,  that  no  occasion  was 
afforded  me  to  criticise  the  work,  and  I  congratulate  the  officers  on  the 
rare  proficiency  they  have  attained. 

“  Jerusalem  endured  many  seiges,  and  the  Temple  was  several  times 
destroyed  by  invading  forces.  A  representation  of  that  event  should 
strike  the  beholder  with  awe  and  fill  his  ears  with  the  din  and  tumult 
of  battle. 

“  I  need  not  remind  the  Companions  of  Greenleaf  that  last  evening’s 
assault  on  the  walls  of  the  wicked  city  was  a  display  of  heroic  valor  and 
unbounded  noise  rarely  witnessed  in  a  Chapter.” 

“The  assault  on  the  walls  of  the  wicked  city,”  “the  heroic 
valor  and  unbounded  noise,”  we  do  not  recognize  as  Masonic 
work,  and  fail  to  find  it  in  the  Maine  Masonic  R.  A.  Text¬ 
book,  just  published  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Officers. 

This  assault  may  result  sometime  in  some  person  being 
hurt. 

From  the  decisions  we  quote  a  curious  one: — 

‘  Question . — Is  an  expelled  Mason  masonically  dead  ? 

“Answer. — If  we  accept  the  dictum  ‘once  a  Mason  always  a 
Mason,’  I  answer  no. 

“The  phrase  ‘masonically  dead,’  used  with  reference  to  the  status 
■of  a  Mason  after  expulsion,  is  a  figure  of  speech  expressing  too  much. 
A  Lodge  or  Chapter  cannot  restore  the  dead,  but  it  can  restore  an 
expelled  Mason  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  he  possessed  before 
expulsion  ;  therefore  an  expelled  Mason  is  not  masonically  dead.” 


We  question  very  much  if  a  Lodge  can  restore  an  expelled 
Mason.  A  Grand  Lodge  can,  but  not  a  Lodge,  but  then  the 
brother  was  only  in  a  comatose  state.  One  expelled  is 
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masonically  dead  as  far  as  his  Masonic  rights  and  privileges 
are  concerned.  It  is  true  he  will  be  always  a  Mason,  for 
his  knowledge  of  Masonry  cannot  be  taken  from  him,  but 
he  cannot  enjoy  its  rights  and  privileges  were  his  expulsion 
made  known.  Another  decision  was : — 


“ Question . — A  King  declines  re-election  but  is  elected  Principal 
Sojourner  and  accepts  the  office.  At  the  installation,  the  King-elect 
was  not  present,  and  the  Principal  Sojourner-elect  was  installed.  Was 
the  proceeding  proper? 

“ Answer . — It  was  not.  The  King,  who  it  seems  was  elected  Prin¬ 
cipal  Sojourner,  did  not  vacate  the  office  of  King  until  his  successor 
was  installed;  hence  his  installation  into  the  office  of  Principal 
Sojourner  was  void;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  High  Priest  it  would 
have  been  his  duty  to  preside  in  the  Chapter.  A  Companion  cannot 
hold  two  offices  in  the  Chapter  at  the  same  time.” 


The  District  Deputy"  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Fifth  District 
must  have-  had  a  glorious  time  in  the  performance  of  his 
Masonic  duties.  He  reports: — 

At  one  place,  after  work,  “  their  famous  ‘  Royral  Arch  ’ 
beans,”  as  usual,  “  formed  a  favorite  dish.”  At  another  place, 
they  were  “  made  glad  with  the  festive  clam,”  at  another 
place,  “  an  o\Tster  supper  was  served,  of  which  I  was  not 
able  to  participate,”  on  account  of  a  sudden  attack  of  illness. 

Comp.  Josiah  H.  Drummond  furnishes  the  report  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  and  freely  expresses  his  opinions,  pro  and  con, 
on  what  strikes  him  in  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand 
Chapters. 

Under  the  head  of  California  and  its  cipher  Ritual  he 
says  : — 


“We  should  like  to  see  a  cipher  ‘intelligible  only  to  the  Grand 
Lecturer,’  to  which  there  shall  be  a  key  by  which  the  inspectors  may 
be  able  to  read  it.  We  belong  to  an  Association  which  has  more  than 
fifty  members,  about  half  of  them  ladies,  and  many  of  the  other  half 
not  Masons,  who,  we  have  no  doubt,  would  read  (and  without  the  hey) 
any  cipher  produced  in  conformity  with  that  vote.” 


Again,  under  the  head  of  Kentucky^,  he  says  of  the 
“  unwritten  laws  :” — 
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“  It  seems  to  us  that  his  doctrine  deprives  Masonry  of  its  greatest 
glories  and  reduces  it  to  a  level  with  the  other  societies  of  the  day.  If 
the  written  constitutions  are  to  be  the  supreme  law,  of  course  each 
Grand  Lodge  is  free  to  make  its  own.  But  to  us  it  is  one  of  the  noblest 
features  of  the  institution,  that  it  has  unwritten  laws,  which  no  man  or 
body  of  men  can  change  and  remain  Masons;  to  us  ‘the  ancient 
usages  of  the  craft  ’  are  always  to  remain  ‘  in  order.’  When  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France,  by  its  ‘  written  constitutions,’  declared  that  belief  in 
God  was  not  necessary  for  admission  to  the  Order,  the  unanimity  with 
which  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world  declared  that  the  Grand  Orient 
was  no  longer  a  Masonic  body  was  to  us  one  of  the  grandest  incidents 
in  the  history  of  Freemasonry,  and  vindicated  its  claim  to  be  founded 
upon  the  immutable  laws  of  truth. 

“Now  we  have  no  doubt  that  Comp.  Staton  agrees  with  us  theoret¬ 
ically  at  least,  in  all  this,  and  is  scarcely  aware  that  he  is  practically 
denying  it.  When  a  Grand  Master  takes  an  obligation  to  support  the 
constitution  of  his  Grand  Lodge,  it  means  to  support  the  constitution 
as  limited  by  the  landmarks :  if  by  the  landmarks,  the  Grand  Master 
has  the  power  to  dispense  with  a  provision  of  the  constitution  in  a 
particular  case,  his  obligation  is  not  violated  when  he  does  so.  If  his 
obligation  is  not  thus  limited,  it  is  manifest  that  there  are  no  land¬ 
marks  and  that  the  ‘  written  constitution  ’  is  the  supreme  law:  against 
this  proposition  the  entire  Masonic  world  decided,  when  it  declared 
that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  w  s  outside  of  the  pale  of  Masonry. 
Whether  there  is  such  a  landmark  or  not,  then,  is  a  matter  of  history  : 
and  the  existence  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  is  not  incon¬ 
sistent  with  his  obligation  (or  if  the  obligation  is  framed  so  as  to  make 
it  inconsistent,  it  is  itself  unmasonic  and  void)  or  with  Masonic  law  as 
a  whole,  that  is,  the  ‘  written  constitution  ’  read  in  subordination  to  the 
landmarks.  His  proposition,  therefore,  that  ‘if  they  have  the  power 
to  set  aside  plain  provisions  of  the  constitution,  which  they  swear  to 
maintain  and  suoport,  they  have  no  restrictions  on  power  at  all,’  is  a 
non  sequitur.  When  he  admits  that  ‘  there  may  have  been  a  time  in 
the  history  of  the  craft,  when  prerogatives  were  in  order,’  he  destroys 
his  argument,  or  maintains  the  right  to  make  innovations  in  Masonry, 
by  substituting  modern  written  constitutions  for  the  ancient  usages  of 
the  craft.” 

We  are  glad  to  have  Comp.  Drummond  thus  frankly  speak 
his  mind.  If  we  are  not  mistaken  we  think  these  same 
ancient  usages  of  the  craft  speak  plainly,  clearly  and  dis¬ 
tinctly  of  the  great  care  that  Masons  should  exercise  when 
they  are  outside  of  the  Lodge  and  while  before  the  public. 
We  hold  that  the  public  installation  of  officers  is  contrary  to 
the  ancient  charges,  and  they  are,  we  opine,  part  of  the  ancient 
usages  of  the  craft. 

Speaking  of  the  Address  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Henderson  on  Subordinate  Chapters,  he  says  : — 
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“We  say  we  are  surprised  at  these  views  ‘coming  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,’  because  we  have  understood  that  in  no  jurisdiction  is  the 
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doctrine  held  more  firmly,  both  in  theory  and  practice,  that  the  Grand 
Body  is  the  supreme  governing  power  from  which  the  subordinate  bodies 
derive  their  powers.  The  term  ‘  subordinate ’'  means  ‘under  the 
government’  of  a  governing  power;  there  is  no  servitude  ’  or  any 
quality  implied  which  denotes  anything  unworthy  or  causing  shame. 
The  objection  to  the  use  of  the  term  ‘  constituent  ’  is,  that  it  is  incorrect : 
a  Chapter  is  not  a  ‘constituent’  of  the  Grand  Chapter;  its  three 
principal  officers,  with  others,  are  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  but 
the  Chapter  has  no  power  over  them.  We  most  earnestly  protest 
against  the  idea  that  the  Grand  Chapter  exists  only  by  the  ‘  sufferance  ’ 
of  the  Chapters.  The  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
shows  conclusively  that  the  Chapters  do  not  give  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
its  powers,  but  precisely  the  reverse  :  nor  have  the  Chapters  the  ‘  means 
of' circumscribing  its  powers;”  every  Chapter  in  Pennsylvania  might 
vote  to  ‘  circumscribe  its  powers,’  but  such  vote  would  be  utterly 
ineffectual ;  they  cannot  even  bind  their  officers  by  instructions,  but 
when  such  officers  become  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  they  are 
bound  to  vote  according  to  their  convictions  rather  than  according  to 
instructions  which  they  may  have  received. 

“Upon  looking  further,  we  find  that  Comp.  Henderson  himself 
demolishes  his  previous  argument:  he  says  : — 

“  ‘  The  Grand  Chapter  has  another  most  important  prerogative,  and 
that  is  its  sovereignty.  If  it  is  not  sovereign  it  is  nothing.  In  all  mat¬ 
ters  pertaining  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  within  its  territory  it  must  of 
necessity  be,  and  it  is  supreme.  It  cannot  admit  of  any  divided 
authority.  Every  Chapter  within  its  bounds  must  yield  to  it  implicit 
and  unwavering  obedience.  To  permit  anything  else,  to  permit  a 
Chapter  to  declare  its  independence,  or  give  its  allegiance  to  another 
Grand  Chapter,  would  cost  it  the  respect  not  only  of  its  constituents, 
but  of  all  other  Grand  Chapters.’ 

“To  illustrate  the  force  of  this,  we  quote  further  from  the  same 
address : — 

“  ‘  In  my  last  address  I  alluded  to  an  occurrence  in  one  of  our 
Chapters  and  my  action  thereon.  An  applicant  for  the  degrees  had 
been  rejected,  which  so  incensed  one  of  his  friends  that  he  angrily 
declared  ‘  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  any  one  else  received  the 
degrees  in  that  Chapter.’  When  these  facts  came  to  my  knowledge,  I 
directed  the  District  Deputy  High  Priest  to  visit  the  Chapter,  and  if  he 
found  everything  to  be  as  represented,  to  instruct  the  High  Priest  to 
have  charges  brought  against  the  Companion  for  unmasonic  conduct, 
and,  if  they  were  sustained  by  a  fair  trial,  to  expel  him.  He  did  so,  and 
finding  sufficient  grounds  for  the  charges  they  were  preferred.  This 
is  as  far  as  the  matter  had  progressed  at  the  date  of  my  last  address, 
and  it  may  interest  the  Grand  Chapter  to  hear  the  final  result.  When 
the  offending  Companion  was  notified  of  the  action  of  the  Chapter,  he 
offered  to  retract  everything  he  had  said  in  the  heat  of  passion  that 
would  prove  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Chapter.  The  Chapter 
voted  to  accept  the  retraction,  permitted  the  charges  to  be  withdrawn, 
and  reported  their  action  to  me.  I  immediately  notified  them  that  their 
proceedings  were  unwarranted  and  unsatisfactory  to  me,  reversed  their 
action,  and  directed  the  charges  to  stand  as  they  were  originally 
preferred.  At  this  stage  of  the  case  I  informed  the  Chapter  that  by 
reason  of  his  retraction  I  would  permit  them  to  withdraw  the  charges, 
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provided  the  Companion  would  tender  his  resignation,  which  would 
relieve  him,  in  a  measure,  from  the  punishment  due  to  his  conduct. 
If  he  refused  to  resign  I  directed  them  to  proceed  with  the  charges. 
He  accepted  the  alternative  and  agreed  to  resign.  The  charges  were 
withdrawn,  his  resignation  was  tendered  and  accepted,  and  I  prohibited 
the  Chapter  from  receiving  a  petition  for  membership  from  him  at  any 
time  in  the  future.’ 


Comp.  Drummond  further  says: — 


“  We  think  our  remarks  were  superfluous,  and  that  we  need  only  to 
quote  this  to  show  that  the  Chapters  in  Pennsylvania  are  subordinate 
‘  to  the  Grand  Chapter,’  and  that  the  newly-invented  theory,  reversing 
the  system  of  Masonic  government,  receives  little  support  in  that: 
jurisdiction.” 


The  following  speaks  for  itself,  and  we  give  it  as  a  matter 
of  justice  to  Comp.  Drummond  and  our  late  Comp. 
Harper : — 


“  We  exceedingly  regret  that  mutual  misunderstandings  in  relation 
to  a  few  matters  has  caused  Comp.  Harper  to  write  in  this  report  what 
he  would  not  have  written  but  for  them.  Ordinarilv,  in  case  of  the 
death  of  a  Companion,  so  that  he  cannot  reply  to  what  we  may  say,, 
and  especially  one  for  whom  we  have  so  long  had  a  sincere  personal 
regard  and  with  whom  we  have  had  relations  of  intimacy  unusual  with 
persons  residing  so  far  distant  from  each  other,  we  pass  controverted 
matters  in  silence  ;  but  in  this  instance  it  is  due  to  us  to  notice  several 
matters. 

“  For  many  years  past  we  have  had  occasion  to  discuss,  in  our 
reports  to  our  Grand  Lodge,  Pennsylvania  law,  usages  and  history,, 
and  to  combat  very  earnestly  some  of  the  views  of  Pennsylvania 
brethren.  In  writing  in  relation  to  the  views  of  Bro.  Harper,  especially 
upon  points  in  which  he  put  forth  views  similar  to  these  which  we 
discussed  in  our  Grand  Lodge  reports,  we  have  assumed  that  he  had 
read  not  only  the  reports  in  the  Proceedings  of  his  own  Grand  Lodge,, 
but  also  our  reports  to  our  Grand  Lodge.  We  are  satisfied  from  his 
last  report,  that  our  assumption  that  he  had  read  our  Grand  Lodge 
reports  was  erroneous,  and  much  of  the  misunderstanding  has  arisen 
from  this. 

“  In  these  reports  we  have  discussed  at  considerable  length  the 
respective  claims  of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania  to  ‘priority  in* 
Masonry’ — a  matter  concerning  which  we  are  surprised  to  find  that 
Comp.  Harper  was  peculiarly,  if  not  excessively,  sensitive.  Referring 
to  a  usage  of  other  jurisdictions,  different  from  the  usage  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  we  claimed  that  the  former  is  as  much  entitled  to  respect  on  the 
score  of  the  length  of  time  it  had  existed,  as  the  latter,  because  the 
former  had  existed  from  a  time  previous  to  the  existence  of  a  chartered 
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Lodge  in  Pennsylvania,  and,  therefore,  was  older  than  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  usage  could  possibly  be.  The  purpose  of  the  statement  is  self- 
evident  ;  but  Comp.  Harper  saw  in  it  only  an  insinuation,  prompted 
by  ill-feeling  on  our  part  towards  Pennsylvania.  Our  reply  that  it  was 
not  an  insinuation,  but  a  statement  of  fact  which  we  deemed  pertinent 
to  the  issue  did  not  satisfy  him  ;  but  he  still  says  that  he  is  not  entirely 
satisfied  that  we  did  not  intend  to  insinuate  ;  how  a  .plain,  emphatic 
statement  of  a  fact  can  be,  or  can  be  suspected  to  be,  an  ‘  insinuation  ’ 
of  the  existence  of  the  same  fact,  passes  our  comprehension,  Nor  does 
it  follow  that  we  deny  the  existence  of  St.  John’s  Lodge  in  Philadelphia, 
as  he  claims,  but  it  does  follow  that  we  deny  that  that  Lodge  was  a 
‘  chartered  Lodge.’  We  repeat:  we  stated  what  we  understood  to  be 
a  fact,  as  conclusive  support  of  our  argument,  and  had  not  the  slightest 
idea  of  the  statement’s  having  any  other  purpose :  and  we  now  think 
that  it  could  be  so  understood  only  by  one  over-sensitive  upon  some 
special  point. 

“In  this  connection,  he  substantially  accuses  us  of  misrepresenting 
his  views  :  in  a  former  report,  he  had  asked  the  question,  ‘  Now  tell  us 
how  a  Lodge  can  make  one  a  member  of  the  fraternity  and  not  make 
him  a  member  of  the  Lodge?’  We  replied  that  it  had  been  done  in 
Maine  from  1769  till  within  a  few  years,  and  in  Massachusetts  from  a 
time  anterior  to  the  existence  of  a  chartered  Lodge  ira  Pennsylvania. 
He  says  that  he  intended  to  restrict  his  question  to  Pennsylvania.  We 
think  his  memory  had  played  him  false  :  the  discussion  in  which  he 
took  a  part  had  commenced  before,  and  was  in  relation  to  the  very 
matter  embraced  in  his  question,  in  consequence  of  the  difference  in 
the  usages  in  the  jurisdictions;  and  his  question,  limited  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  would  be  so  utterly  irrelevant  as  to  be  absurd :  besides,  in  this 
very  report,  under  a  special  heading  (Maine,  Massachusetts,  Maryland), 
he  devotes  more  than  ten  pages  to  the  discussion  of  the  same  general 
question,  contending  that  making  a  man  a  Mason,  makes  him  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Lodge,  under  the  general  law  of  Masonry  growing  out  of 
ancient  usage  ;  we  may  have  something  to  say  in  relation  to  this  before 
we  close  our  report. 

“In  a  former  report,  he  said  in  reference  to  one  of  ours,  ‘We  are 
somewhat  in  doubt  whether  we  have  any  right  to  review  this  work  or 
not.’  The  idea  of  his  not  having  a  right  to  review  our  report  struck  us 
as  an  exceedingly  ludicrous  one,  and  the  air  of  solemnity  about  it 
amused  us  excessively,  and,  in  a  bantering  way,  we  suggested  that  it 
was  a  question  of  ‘  inclination  ’  rather  than  right ;’  he  takes  our 
attempted  joke  as  a  solemn  matter,  and  seriously  disclaims. 

“  But  his  great  indictment  against  us  grows  out  of  a  statement  in 
our  report  of  1886,  in  relation  to  public  celebrations  in  Pennsylvania. 
To  that  he  replied,  not  denying  the  main  fact,  but  by  inference  denying 
that  there  had  been  a  ‘  very  large  number  ’  as  stated  by  us,  or  even  a 
large  number,  but  putting  it  in  such  a  manner,  that  we  (in  common 
with  almost  all  others,  so  far  as  we  can  learn)  took  it  as  a  play  upon 
the  words  ‘very  large,’  and  we  responded  in  a  similar  vein:  and  to 
our  statement  in  our  next  report  that  we  had  done  so,  he  replies  that 
he  cannot  comprehend  our  meaning.  To  our  statement  that  he  had 
not  denied  the  ‘  public  celebrations,’  he  says  it  is  ‘  time  enough  to  plead 
when  the  indictment  has  been  prepared.’  As  he  was  a  lawyer,  this  is 
an  unfortunate  statement,  for  the  indictment  was  prepared,  and  he  called 
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for  proof  before  he  had  pleaded ;  whereas  we  might  have  correctly 
said  that  it  was  time  enough  to  furnish  the  proof  when  the  plea  to  the 
indictment  had  been  made. 

“  However,  we  desire  to  say  that,  until  we  read  this  report,  we  had 
no  idea  other  than  that  Comp.  Harper  was  bantering  us  for  the  careless 
use  of  an  expression  that  really  was  an  exaggeration  of  the  idea  we 
intended  to  express  :  and  that  we  supposed  our  reply  would  be  a  per¬ 
fectly  satisfactory  admission  that  we  had  laid  ourselves  open  to  his,  as 
we  supposed,  bantering  criticism.  We  find  now  that  he  was  solemnly 
in  earnest,  and  intended  to  confine  his  words  to  their  literal  meaning; 
we  were  probably  dull  of  apprehension,  but  we  do  think  that  his  style 
and  language  gave  to  almost  every  reader  the  same  impression  that  we 
received  from  them. 

“Two  other  minor  matters  call  for  attention  :  he  assumes  that  our 
report  was  actually  presented  at  the  Convocation  of  our  Grand  Chapter, 
and  that  it  had  then  been  prepared  ;  whereas,  in  fact,  it  had  not  then  been 
even  commenced,  and  was  not  till  months  afterwards  :  we  should  have 
thought  that  this  solution  would  have  occurred  to  Comp.  Harper,  as 
the  Proceedings  of  his  own  Grand  Chapter,  which  he  reviewed  in  that 
report,  were  not  issued  until  some  time  after  the  date  which  he  men¬ 
tions  :  at  the  same  time,  upon  reflection,  we  are  not  sure  that  when  we 
wrote  that  report  we  had  seen  the  report  of  Comp.  Dadmun,  which  we 
thought  we  had  seen  at  that  time,  when  we  wrote  our  report  of  last 
year.  We  had  certainly  seen  it  when  we  wrote  our  reply  to  Comp. 
Harper,  and  we  may  have  mistaken  the  time. 

“  In  our  last  report  we  wrote  : — 

“‘We  have  read  of  (as  it  seems  to  us)  numerous  cent-ennial  and 
other  ‘ennial  ’  Masonic  celebrations  in  Pennsylvania,  and  got  the  idea 
that  they  had  public  features  about  them.’ 

“  Quoting  the  paragraph  in  which  this  sentence  occurs,  he  says 
(among  other  things) : — 

‘  In  passing  on  we  will  merely  ask  the  reader  to  notice  that  he 
italicises  the  first  syllable  of  centennial ;  comment  is  not  necessary.’ 

“  This  clearly  indicates  that  the  sentence  is  deemed  an  exceedingly 
obnoxious  one :  but  we  studied  on  it  a  much  longer  time  than  the 
solution  of  many  a  difficult  problem  in  the  higher  mathematics  has 
cost  us,  and  without  result.  Since  we  have  commenced  writing  this 
part  of  our  report,  however,  we  accidently  noticed  that  his  printer,  in 
dividing  the  word,  makes  the  first  syllable  ‘  cen  ;  ’  then  it  flashed  upon 
us,  that  possibly  Comp.  Harper  gave  to  the  phrase,  which  we  used 
merely  to  save  the  use  of  several  long  words,  a  meaning  which  we 
believe  no  one  else  ever  dreamed  of,  viz. :  that  we  used  the  syllable 
‘  cent'  with  a  reference  to  the  coin  of  that  name,  and  intended  to  insin¬ 
uate  that  the  celebrations  were  cheap  affairs  !  If  this  is  the  solution  we 
can  only  say  that  Comp.  Harper  was  looking  for  evidence  of  unfriend¬ 
liness  to  Pennsylvania  with  a  microscope  of  a  higher  magnifying 
power  than  we  have  ever  imagined. 

“Returning  now  to  the  original  ‘ casus  belli-.'  we  class  Templar 
celebrations  as  Masonic:  Comp.  Harper  did  not;  we  still  understand 
that  they  have  been  present  at  Grand  Lodge  public  celebrations  with 
banners  :  we  inferred,  also,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
(in  common  with  most  other  Grand  Lodges)  has  a  standard  and  that 
it  is  borne  in  the  procession  when  the  Grand  Lodge  appears  in  public ; 
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but  from  what  Comp.  Harper  says  we  judge  we  were  in  error:  we 
have  never  witnessed  a  Masonic  celebration  of  any  kind  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  do  not  pretend  to  speak  from  actual  knowledge,  but  give 
our  understanding  as  we  have  derived  it  from  others  and  the  various 
publications. 

“Comp.  Harper  claims  that  in  our  treatment  of  Pennsylvania  we 
were  ‘  neither  frank  nor  ingenuous,’  and  in  another  place  says  : — 

“  ‘  We  do  not  admit  that  we  were  displeased  ;  but  we  do  confess  to 
a  deep  regret  that  he  should  have  made  such  a  thoughtless  statement, 
and  when  convinced  of  his  error,  as  we  are  sure  he  is,  that  he  should 
hesitate  to  acknowledge  it.’ 

“  If  this  is  true  it  was  not  intentional,  and  was  largely  due  to  his 
unwarranted  conclusion  that  we  were  all  the  time  hostile  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  making  covert  flings  and  insinuations  to  her  disadvantage  : 
if  at  the  start  he  had  told  us  that  we  were  in  error  and  pointed  out  wherein 
(as  we  shall  ever  believe  he  would  have  done,  but  for  his  own  mistake), 
he  would  have  found  us  ready  to  acknowledge  and  correct  any  error 
into  which  he  would  sav  we  had  fallen,  or  to  take  issue  with  him  and 
show  why  we  were  not  convinced.  For  a  long  time  we  have  believed 
that  a  writer  of  these  reports  has  all  the  more  influence,  when  he  does 
not  hesitate  to  admit  errors  and  correct  them,  and  had  Comp.  Harper 
been  longer  in  this  service  he  would  have  known  this. 

“  But  we  have  already  exceeded  our  limits,  and  must  stop.  We  have 
written  this  review  and  laid  it  aside  and  again  taken  it  up  and  gone 
over  it  again,  in  order  to  see  if  we  would  change  it.  The  death  of 
Comp.  Harper  inclines  us  to  omit  all  allusion  to  the  matters  herein 
discussed,  but  to  do  that  would,  by  tacit  admission,  leave  us  open  to 
misconstruction.  There  are  brethren  who  know  that  to  our  friendship 
for  him,  our  high  estimate  of  his  ability,  our  faith  in  him,  and  our 
zealous  support  of  him,  he  was  somewhat  indebted  for  an  honor  which 
he  highly  esteemed;  there  are  those,  too,  who  know  how  delighted  we 
were  to  be  associated  with  him  in  important  Masonic  work,  and  how 
harmoniously  we  acted  together  ;  they  will  appreciate  how  deeply  we 
regret  that  there  should  have  been  the  slightest  cloud  between  us,  in 
any  relation,  and  how  greatly  we  lament  his  death,  so  unexpected  and, 
to  human  vision,  so  untimely.” 


48  Chapters,  4,538  members. 

George  W.  Goulding,  Oakland,  Grand  High  Priest ;  Ira 
Berry,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 


MARYLAND. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mary¬ 
land  was  held  in  Masonic  Temple,  Baltimore,  November  12, 
1889,  Comp.  Joseph  F.  Hindes,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 
Ten  Chapters,  twenty-three  Grand  Chapters  represented. 
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The  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe  elect  of  a  number  of  the- 
Chapters  were  duly  installed  into  office. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  refers  to  local 
matters  only,  save  the  mentioning  of  the  celebration  of  the 
103d  anniversary  of  one  of  its  Subordinates,  Canandia,  No.  1. 
The  Grand  Chapter  appropriated  $75  to  the  chairman  of 
Committee  on  Correspondence — a  sum  well  earned.  The  report 
is  by  Comp.  E.  T.  Shultz,  and  shows  a  careful  reading  and 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  forty-one  Grand  Chapters.  In 
reviewing  Pennsylvania  he  has  kind  words  to  say  in  memo- 
riam  of  Comps.  Edward  Masson  and  Samuel  Harper. 

15  Chapters,  1342  members. 

Robert  K.  Martin,  Baltimore,  Grand  High  Priest;  George 
L.  McCahan,  Jr.,  Baltimore,  Grand  Secretary. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Meridian,.' 
on  February  13,  1889,  Comp.  N.  W.  Bouton,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding.  Thirty-two  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  H  igh  Priest  reported  the  following  application 
for  a  dispensation  to  confer  degrees.  He  very  properly 
refused  it : — 


“  I  want  a  dispensation  to  confer  the  degrees  of  this  Chapter  on  a 
worthy  brother  ins  tan  ter,  without  waiting  one  month.  I  ask  this  that  I 
may  be  able  to  make  out  two  classes  on  our  regular  meeting  day.  Some  of 
the  brethren  have  to  come  a  long  distance,  and  one  of  them  will  have  to 
come  over  one  hundred  miles  from  where  he  is  now.  I  do  not  want  to 
disappoint  any  of  the  brethren.  I  may  not  want  to  use  the  dispensa¬ 
tion  ;  if  I  do  need  it  I  want  to  be  ready.” 


The  same  High  Priest  asked  for 

“Authority  for  said  Chapter  to  confer  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  on  two 
candidates,  who  were  elected  by  Panola  Chapter,  No.  60,  and  had 
received  the  other  degrees  in  said  Panola  Chapter ;  the  applicants 
having  requested  Walker  Chapter  to  confer  said  degree,  and  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  Panola  Chapter  having  consented  thereto.  I  referred 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Capitular  Law,  requesting  said  com¬ 
mittee  to  inform  Comp.  Rainwater  of  their  decision.  I  received  the. 
following  reply  from  Comp.  Speed,  chairman  of  the  committee: — 
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“  ‘  M.  E.  Comp.  N.  IV.  Bouton ,  Grand  High  Priest ,  Ashland,  Miss. : — 

“  ‘  M.  E.  Companion. — The  question  submitted  to  you  by  E.  Comp. 
J.  A.  Rainwater,  and  by  you  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Capitular 
Law,  having  been  maturely  considered  by  it,  it  decides:  Sections  28, 
30  and  31  of  the  Regulations  for  the  Government  of  Chapters  abso¬ 
lutely  prohibit  any  such  arrangement  as  is  proposed  'by  Comp.  Rain¬ 
water,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  has  no  power  to  grant  any  such 
dispensation  as  is  asked  for.  The  Grand  Chapter  can  arrest  the  charter 
of  Panola  Chapter,  but  it  could  not  take  its  work  away  from  it  and  give 
it  to  another  Chapter  so  long  as  it  has  a  name  to  live.”  ’ 


The  following' action  is  the  finale  of  the  Mississippi  Merger 
Plan  : — 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  sum  of  $400,  funds  of  the  Grand  Council, 
deposited  with  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  time  of  the  Merger  of  the 
Royal  and  Select  Degrees  with  the  Capitular  Degrees,  be  appropriated 
to  refund  said  sum  to  the  Grand  Council,  payable  out  of  any  funds  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.” 

Comp.  P.  M.  Savery  writes  the  report  on  Correspondence, 
comprised  in  twenty-three  pages.  Pennsylvania  receives  fra¬ 
ternal  notice. 

38  Chapters,  1,072  members. 

Comp.  A.  D.  Bailey,  Waterford,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  John  L.  Power,  Jackson,  Grand  Secretary. 


MISSOURI. 

The  Forty-second  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  St. 
Louis,  April  23,  1889,  Comp.  William  B.  Wilson,  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  presiding. 

Seventy-six  Chapters,  twenty-nine  Grand  Chapters  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  Address,  reports  the 
holding  of  State  Chapters  of  Instruction  in  eight  different 
sections  of  the  State,  with  good  results. 

The  claim  for  support  of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Missouri 
was  presented.  Out  of  531  Lodges,  17 1  are  subscribers  to 
the  Home.  These  Lodges  subscribed  $21,021.81.  The 
Triennial  Conclave  of  Knights  Templar  netted  $35,114,  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  gave  $20,500,  while  individuals  subscribed 
.$7,578.45.  Business  of  local  nature. 
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Comp.  William  H.  Mayo  presented  the  report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  forty  Grand  Chapters. 

He  is  quite  liberal  with  his  selections  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  several  Grand  Chapters,  and  quotes  from  the  Addresses 
of  Grand  High  Priest  Matthias  H.  Henderson  and  James  S. 
Barber. 

95  Chapters,  5,113  members. 

Comp.  James  P.  Wood,  New  London,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest;  Comp.  William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis,  M.  E.  Grand 
Secretary. 


NEBRASKA. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Nebraska  was  held  in  Beatrice,  December  12, 
1888,  M.  E.  Comp.  Lucius  D.  Richards,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding. 

33  Chapters,  16  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

We  note  two  new  and  peculiar  terms  used  by  the  Grand 
Secretary — one  is  recording  the  names  of  “  Constituent” 
Chapters,  the  other  that  of  representatives  of  “  Fellozv  ” 
Grand  Chapters.  Both  terms  eminently  proper,  but  we 
prefer  the  old  terms. 

The  following  resolution  may  tend  to  settle  the  trouble¬ 
some  jurisdiction  question: — 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  High  Priest  appoint  a  Committee  on 
Territory,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  for  three  years,  the  term  of  one 
member  expiring  each  year,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  establish  Subor¬ 
dinate  Chapter  boundaries  by  quarter  section,  township  and  range  lines,, 
and  furnish  each  Chapter  with  a  statement  of  its  jurisdiction  when 
created  or  chartered. 


Comp.  Wm.  R.  Bowen  presented  the  report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence.  In  reporting  the  proposed  amendment  to  our 
Constitution,  submitted  in  1887,  he  says: — 

“When  we  have  occasionally  heard  of  a  Companion  (we  never  met. 
but  one)  who  sought  Masonic  office,  we  have  wondered  how  it  would 
do  to  give  him  several  offices ;  and  have  asked  ourself,  not  daring  to 
expose  our  ignorance,  what  law  there  was  that  prevented  such  action  ; 
here  in  Pennsylvania,  in  its  Grand  Chapter,  ninety-two  years  old,  we 
find  offered  an  amendment  to  its  Constitution  which  indicates  that  the 
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holding  of  two  or  more  offices  by  the  same  individual  has  been  deemed 
possible.  The  proposed  amendment  reads  as  follows: — 

“No  Companion  shall  hold  more  than  one  elective  or  appointed 
office  in  the  Chapter  at  the  same  time.” 

The  proposed  amendment  was  not  adopted  By  our  Grand 
Chapter. 

45  Chapters,  2,176  members. 

Comp.  Charles  A.  Holmes,  Tecumseh,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha,  Grand  Secretary. 


NEVADA. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Grand  Convocation  was  held  in 
Virginia  City,  June  10,  1889,  Comp.  Enoch  Strother,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding.  Six  Chapters,  fifteen ,  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  speaks  of  the  city  in  which  the 
Grand  Chapter  was  then  meeting  as  follows  : — 

“  In  the  language  of  an  Eastern  Companion,  its  birth-place  is 
romantic  and  grand  in  its  barrenness,  sitting,  as  it  does,  in  the  lap  of 
rugged  Mount  Davidson  (or  Sun  Mountain),  as  it  was  formerly  called. 

“  ‘  Look  well  to  the  east’ — at  its  feet  lies  the  seventeen-mile  desert, 
with  its  shifting  sands  and  burning  alkalies.  ‘  Look  well  to  the  west  ’ — 
towering  sixteen  hundred  feet  above  your  heads  is  the  wrinkled  brow 
of  grand  old  Mount  Davidson.  ‘  Look  well  to  the  south,’  and  behold 
the  magnificent  snow-clad  peaks  of  the  Sierra  Nevadas.  And  beneath 
your  feet,  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  five  hundred  to  three  thousand 
feet  in  depth,  is  a  city  grander  than  the  first;  with  streets,  alleys,  cross¬ 
cuts,  and  slopes  lined  with  massive  gold  and  silver.  Already  she  has 
given  to  the  world  between  four  and  five  hundred  millions  in  gold  and 
silver.  And  there  still  lies  buried  in  her  mysterious  depths,  concealed 
from  our  Companions,  many  more  valuable  secrets  of  its  hidden  mil¬ 
lions.  [The  gold  and  silver  alone  that  has  been  taken  from  beneath 
our  feet  has  been  no  mean  portion  of  the  wealth  of  the  United  States]. 

“And,  Companions,  should  you  desire  to  descend  into  these  myste¬ 
rious  realms,  and  visit  this  strange  city,  you  will  find  true  and  trusted 
Companions  on  each  level,  who  will  guide  you  over  the  rough  and 
rugged  roads,  lead  you  in  paths  you  have  not  known,  make  the  dark¬ 
ness  light  before  you,  and  the  crooked  things  straight.  These  things 
they  will  do  unto  you,  and  not  forsake  you.” 

He  had  granted  a  dispensation  to  a  Chapter  to  receive  and 
ballot  on  the  petition  of  a  rejected  candidate  before  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  constitutional  limit.  This  was  done  at  the 
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unanimous  request  of  the  Chapter,  including  the  Companion 
who  cast  the  black  ball.  Is  there  not  something  unmasonic 
in  this?  Where  is  the  secresy  of  the  ballot?  How  was  it 
known  who  the  Companion  was  that  cast  the  rejecting  ballot? 
Was  he  intimidated  into  unanimity?  To  us  it  is  strange. 

The  recording  of  marks  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  as  follows  : — 

“  I  will  now  call  your  attention  to  the  matter  of  Mark  Master  Mason’s 
marks.  General  Regulation,  No.  2,  provides  as  follows  :  ‘  Every  Mark 
Mason  attached  to  a  Chapter,  under  this  jurisdiction,  must,  within  six 
months  after  his  admission,  select  his  mark,  and  record  the  same  in  a 
Book  of  Marks  kept  by  the  Chapter  for  that  purpose.’  And  it  is  made 
the  special  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  each  Chapter  to  see  that  this  reg¬ 
ulation  is  complied  with. 

“  Now  this  regulation  is  a  dead  letter  in  most  of  the  Chapters  of  this 
jurisdiction,  and  the  question  arises,  how  can  the  Secretary  compel 
a  Mark  Master  Mason  to  record  his  mark?  There  is  no  penalty 
attached  for  the  non-performance  of  this  duty,  and  the  Secretary, 
knowing  this  fact,  seldom  or  never  calls  this  matter  to  the  attention 
of  the  Chapter  or  the  attention  of  a  Brother  Mark  Master  Mason  to 
this  regulation. 

“  Now,  if  there  is  any  virtue  in  a  mark  (and  I  think  there  is),  you 
should  provide  some  law  for  carrying  this  regulation  into  effect. 

“  I  would  suggest,  as  to  an  affiliate,  he  should  be  required,  at  or 
before  the  signing  of  the  Constitution  and  By-laws,  to  record  his  mark. 
And  until  his  mark  is  so  recorded,  he  should  be  deemed  not  a  member 
in  good  standing  in  the  Chapter.  And  in  reference  to  a  brother  receiv¬ 
ing  the  degrees  in  the  Chapter,  you  should  require  the  brother  to  record 
his  mark  before  he  receives  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  And  also  make 
it  the  special  duty  of  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  before  conferring 
the  Degree  of  the  Royal  Arch  upon  him,  to  see  that  this  regulation  is 
complied  with.” 

We  believe  the  proper  way  to  enforce  the  recording  of 
marks  would  be  to  prohibit  the  conferring  of  any  higher 
degree  until  the  mark  had  been  recorded.  Let  the  Mark 
Degree  be  the  only  degree  of  the  evening,  and  then  require 
the  registering  of  the  mark  prior  to  the  Most  Excellent  or 
the  Royal  Arch.  If  Chapters  desired  to  confer  the  Most 
Excellent  the  same  night,  let  them  do  it,  but  positively  forbid 
the  exaltation  to  the  Royal  Arch  until  the  mark  is  recorded. 
Let  no  further  obligation  be  administered  until  this  part  of 
the  Mark  Degree  is  complied  with. 

The  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  following  : — 

“  Every  Mark  Master  Mason  attached  to  a  Chapter  under  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  must,  before  his  exaltation,  select  his  mark,  and  record  the  same  in 
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a  Book  of  Marks  kept  by  the  Chapter  for  that  purpose.  And  every  can¬ 
didate  for  affiliation  must,  in  like  manner,  record  his  mark  before  being 
permitted  to  sign  the  By-Laws  ;  and  it  is  made  the  special  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  each  Chapter  to  see  that  this  regulation  is  complied  with.” 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Frank  Bell  furnishes- the  report  on 
Correspondence,  and,  under  the  head  of  Iowa,  he  charges 
that  “  Iowa  Companions  depend  too  much  upon  their  little 
books ,  even  as  applicants  in  examination  to  visit! 

8  Chapters,  353  members. 

Comp.  Philip  A.  Doyle,  Grand  High  Priest;  Comp. 
Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City,  Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  .  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  Seventy-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Concord, 
May  14,  1889.  Comp.  Harlan  P.  Goodrich,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding. 

14  Chapters,  17  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

Business  of  local  nature  only. 

Comp.  A.  S.  Wait  presented  the  report  on  Correspondence, 
of  106  pages,  of  which  Pennsylvania  is  allotted  five  pages. 

21  Chapters,  2,607  members. 

Comp.  Nathan  Parker  Hunt,  Manchester,  Grand  High 
Priest ;  Comp.  George  Perley  Clews,  Concord,  Grand 
Secretary. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Trenton, 
May  8,  1889.  Comp.  Leonard  L.  Grear,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding. 

21  Chapters,  14  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  refers  in  his  Address  to 

“  The  fact  that  two  Companions  of  one  of  our  Chapters  have  the 
same  mark.  While  our  regulations  do  not  provide  for  such  cases,  nor 
prohibit  them,  the  legend  of  the  Ritual  makes  such  a  circumstance 
incongruous  and  inadvisable.  I  do  not  understand  the  question  as 
being  submitted  for  decision,  nor  have  the  full  facts  been  placed  before 
me  in  writing.  It  is,  however,  in  my  opinion,  a  matter  that  might 
properly  come  before  the  Grand  Chapter  for  decision  as  to  its  propriety 
and  legality.” 
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He  also  says,  truly  : — 

“  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  with  regret  I  communicate  it 
to  you,  that,  in  some  of  our  subordinates,  little  interest  is  evinced  in 
our  forms  and  ceremonies.  The  beautiful  symbolism  of  our  impressive 
and  instructive  degrees  has  been  blotted  out  of  the  minds  of  those 
holding  official  positions,  and  the  true  Masonic  method  of  conferring 
the  degrees  by  conveying  the  act  from  the  storehouse  of  memory  direct 
to  the  candidate  has  fallen  into  disuse. 

“My  ideal  of  Masonry  has  ever  been  an  exalted  one;  and,  at  all 
times  and  places,  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  subordinates  should 
endeavor  to  advance  toward  perfection  by  the  most  honorable  means. 

“  Is  it  surprising  that,  when  formalities  are  indulged  in,  Chapters 
should  be  used  merely  as  stepping-stones  for  higher  degrees;  that 
Companions  receiving  degrees  should  fail  to  have  any  interest  awakened 
or  desire  to  attend  the  regular  Convocations  to  see  degrees  communicated 
or  to  elect  officers  to  perpetuate  or  continue  such  irregularities. 

“  Truly,  my  Companions,  death  is  preferable  to  dishonor,  and  such 
Chapters  had  far  better  lapse  into  eternal  dormancy  and  court  oblivion 
than  stoop  to  disreputable  practices.  In  view  of  this  condition  of  affairs, 
I  strongly  advise  that  the  Grand  Chapter  take  action  tending  to  the 
discontinuance  of  this  evil.” 

The  Committee  on  Constitutions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
fact  of  the  two  Companions  having  the  same  mark,  reported 
as  follows : — 

“Your  Committee  on  Constitutions  respectfully  report  that  we  have 
carefully  considered  the  matters  referred  to  us  by  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  esoteric  Ritual  of  the  Capitular  Degrees 
should,  in  all  cases,  be  delivered  from  memory,  and  that  all  other  means 
of  rendering  the  same  in  the  work  of  the  Chapter  are  irregular;  and 
we  therefore  recommend  the  prohibition  thereof. 

“  As  to  the  selection  and  recording  of  the  same  mark,  by  two  Mark 
Masters  of  the  same  Chapter,  we  cannot  but  conclude  the  same  to  be 
improper,  and  we  think  it  should  not  be  permitted.  To  authorize  or  to 
fail  to  prevent  such  a  practice  is,  in  a  great  measure,  to  deprive  the 
selection  and  recording  of  a  mark  of  its  utility.  To  obviate  this,  we 
recommend  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter,  under  direction  of  the 
High  Priest,  ascertain  from  the  Book  of  Marks  that  no  mark  bearing 
the  same  device  as  that  offered  has  previously  been  recorded,  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  refuse  to  record  a  duplicate  of  any  mark  already 
recorded  in  the  Lodge  Book  of  Marks  of  his  Secretary.” 

Comp.  Henry  Vehslage  presented  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  41  Grand 
Chapters. 

34  Chapters,  2,523  members. 

Comp.  Mahlon  V.  Compton,  Rahway,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp,  George  B.  Edwards,  Jersey  City,  Grand  Secretary. 
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NEW  YORK. 

0 

The  Ninety-second  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
Albany,  February  3,  1889,  and  was  presided  oyer  by  M.  E. 
William  Sherer,  Grand  High  Priest.  One  hundred  and 
eighty  Chapters  and  twenty-one  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  pays  a  fitting 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  several  of  their  members,  many  of 
whom  have  been  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
have  left  an  enviable  fame  behind.  He  declined  to  issue  a 
dispensation  to  hold  a  stated  meeting  of  a  Chapter  where  the 
meeting  came  on  a  holiday,  but  recommended  Chapters  to- 
amend  their  By-Laws  to  permit  such  change  of  night  of 
meeting  as  would  obviate  the  difficulty. 

We  note  one  of  his  decisions  : — 

“  ‘  Has  an  officer  a  right  to  leave  the  room  while  the  degrees  are 
being  conferred,  or  at  any  other  time,  without  asking  or  receiving  per¬ 
mission  ;  if  not,  what  should  be  the  penalty,  if  any  ?  ’ 

“  To  which  I  replied  : — 

“  ‘  At  no  time  during  a  Convocation  has  a  Companion  a  right  to 
leave  the  room  without  the  permission  of  the  High  Priest.  In  case  of 
a  subordinate  officer  being  guilty  of  this  breach  of  decorum,  the  High 
Priest  would  be  justified  in  declaring  the  office  vacant,  and  appointing 
a  successor  at  once  to  fill  the  vacancy.’  ” 

Comp.  George  McGown,  Grand  Lecturer,  reports  visiting 
a  large  number  of  the  Chapters,  and  speaks  very  highly  of 
their  mode  of  doing  the  work. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  had  an  evening  set  apart  for  him  to 
exemplify  the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies,  and  the  con- 
fering  of  the  Royal  Arch — an  evening  well  spent. 

The  following  we  do  not  understand.  We  have  tried  to 
get  the  hang  of  it,  but  the  more  we  try  the  more  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  Royal  Arch  work  : — 

“  Comp.  Charles  T.  Mitchell  offered  a  resolution  pertaining  to  the 
salute  as  a  pledge  of  sincerity,  and  proposing  to  abrogate  the  same, 
as  a  healthful  measure,  which  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Rituals.” 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  subsequently  reported  thereon 
as  follows  : — 

“  Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  resolution  offered  by 
Comp.  Mitchell,  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  communicating 
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•contagious  diseases,  in  the  observance  of  the  custom  alluded  to,  and  we 
suggest  that  in  the  present  status  of  the  question,  owing  to  the  meagre 
information  in  possession  of  the  committee,  any  action  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  would  be  premature,  and  perhaps  ili-advised.  We  recommend 
that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  subject  at  this  Annual  Convocation.” 


If  there  is  anything  that  is  grand  in  Freemasonry  or  any 
of  its  branches,  it  is  to  see  a  grand  old  man  keeping  in  the 
old  track.  It  shows  that  Freemasonry  was  good  enough  to 
him  to  live  with,  and  it  is  good  enough  clear  through  life 
until  the  end ;  clear  through  life  it  is  a  finger-post,  pointing 
to  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  life  hereafter.  With  its  three 
great  lights  as  his  standard,  the  true  Mason  can  rely  for  his 
eternal  future  on  the  loving  kindness  of  Jehovah. 

Such  an  old  Mason  was  present,  Comp  John  L.  Lewis, 
the  oldest  living  Past  Grand  High  Priest  on  the  roll  of  per¬ 
manent  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 

“Arising  to  speak,  was  invited  to  the  dais,  and,  addressing  his 
Companions,  adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  present  was  the  fortieth 
anniversary  of  his  membership  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  covering  a 
period  of  time  nearly  equal  to  one  half  of  the  years  that  had 
passed  since  its  organization.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he 
happily  referred  to  some  important  matters,  relating  to  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  that  had  been  effected  during  the  eventful  history  of  the 
Grand  Chapter.  He  called  to  mind,  with  vivid  distinctness,  his 
first  visit  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  when,  as  a  young  Mason  and  an 
inexperienced  High  Priest,  he  was  brought  into  contact  with  the 
distinguished  Companions  who  were  then  prominent  in  conducting 
its  affairs,  and  indulged  in  pleasant  reminiscences  of  the  courteous 
Rousseau,  the  dignified  Barnum,  the  learned  Boyd  and  Hoffman;  that 
estimable  man  and  exemplary  Mason,  Salem  Town,  who  for  the 
lengthened  term  of  forty-five  years  led  the  devotions  of  his  Companions 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  whose  addresses  delivered  before  it,  from 
time  to  time,  prepared  with  profound  thought  and  study,  had  endeared 
him  to  all  and  given  him  a  world-wide  reputation  among  Masons  ;  and 
the  faithful  Grand  Secretary,  John  O.  Cole,  who  for  forty-two  years  was 
diligently  and  intelligently  employed  at  his  post  of  duty,  with  marked 
advantage  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  He  also  recalled,  in  the  later  years, 
pleasant  memories  of  the  lamented  Austin,  and  Morrison  and  Wood¬ 
ruff,  Comps.  Perry  and  Simons,  whom  God  had  just  taken  ;  and, 
alluding  to  his  fellow  townsman,  Comp.  Ogden,  referred  in  feeling 
terms  to  the  long  friendship  that  had  existed  between  them,  founded  on 
the  enduring  basis  of  fraternal  love  ;  concluding  with  pleasing  reference 
to  the  present  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  especially  the  Grand 
Chaplain,  whose  past  efforts  to  enlighten  his  Companions  he  gracefully 
commended  and  encouraged,  and  closed  by  reminding  all  that  the 
future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  a  thought  most 
dear  to  his  heart,  depended  on  their  exertions,  and  the  efforts  of  those 
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who  shall  succeed  them  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty,  as  the  wheel 
of  time  revolves,  and  invoked  God’s  blessing  upon  all  and  upon  the 
work  of  their  hands.” 


These  words  recall  to  us  “Uncle"  John  Simons,  a  jolly  old 
soul,  with  a  heart  full  of  loving  kindness,  a  word  always  to 
cheer,  a  pleasant  companion,  a  man  well  read  in  the  law  ;  in 
fact,  a  law-giver  in  Israel.  An  able  writer,  a  warm  friend, 
sticking  close  to  his  friend,  was  the  same  “Uncle"  John 
Simons  whose  portrait  graces  the  front  of  the  proceedings. 

It  is  a  pleasant  custom  they  have  in  New  York  of  having 
the  Grand  Chaplain  deliver  annually  an  address  on  some 
Masonic  subject.  This  year  Comp.  Rev.  James  Bryan  Murray 
spoke  of  the  “Bee  Hive.”  There  are  several  sweet  morsels 
of  honey,  which  we  will  transfer  to  our  table,  so  that  it  may 
refresh  us : — 

“The  work  of  the  bee,  its  artistic  dwelling,  its  orgaflized  common¬ 
wealth,  have  from  the  beginning  formed  a  most  useful  study  and  fur¬ 
nished  symbols  for  the  moral  life  of  man  and  profit  in  his  daily  traffic. 
Its  uses  and  habits  drew  his  attention,  before  the  first  annals  of  his 
history  were  written.  Natural  curiosity  and  the  desire  to  investigate 
had  doubtless  brought  to  light  the  treasures  of  sweetness  laid  up  by 
the  unwearied  efforts  of  the  bee.  And  with  this  remote  knowledge  of 
the  bee  itself,  there  was  found  the  reason  for  the  existence  of  all  those 
flowers  and  plants  necessary  for  the  formation  of  honey  and  the  arch¬ 
itecture  of  the  hive.  And  here  we  find  proofs  of  that  unseen  chain  of 
order  which  connects  in  bonds  of  unity  all  things  animate  and  inan¬ 
imate  in  the  universe.  The  lowest  is  joined  in  accordance  with  the 
highest;  the  sand  on  the  sea  shore  to  the  star  in  the  firmament ;  the 
hidden  root  of  the  flower  to  the  gentle  touches  of  the  light ;  the  humble 
insect  of  a  day,  to  the  secret  forces  of  the  great  vegetable  world  ;  and 
the  lowliest  things  in  nature  to  man  immortal  in  his  powers.  The  flower 
is  formed  for  the  bee  and  the  bee  for  the  flower,  that  changes  and 
results  may  follow.  The  insect  and  the  vegetable  kingdoms  were 
fashioned  for  man,  and  so  joined  together  in  mutual  help  and  corres¬ 
pondence  that  they  pass  into  his  intellectual  nature  and  give  birth  to 
graceful  thoughts  ;  useful  emblems  of  the  beautiful  in  his  spirit,  and 
manifest  themselves  in  symbols  of  the  work  of  his  mind  and  hand. 
Poets  and  philosophers  alike  have  made  the  flower  and  the  bee  a  sub¬ 
ject  for  their  thought,  and  found  in  them  beautiful  illustrations  of  poetry 
and  science.  Poetry,  taking  its  color  and  fragrance  from  the  flowers, 
has  wrought  itself  into  enduring  song;  and  philosophy,  studying  the 
habits  of  the  lowly  bee,  has  enforced  the  working  of  the  more  splendid 
faculties  of  the  human  mind.” 

“  Masonry,  like  the  bee,  has  gathered  truth  from  all  sources,  In 
this  way  it  has  become  part  of  the  best  influences  of  society.  It  is  the- 
result  of  toil  of  heart,  toil  of  hand,  the  larger  thought,  the  sum  of  the 
desires  to  make  man  in  all  the  distinction  of  living  in  one  family,  so  it 
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has  gathered  to  itself  the  highest  ideals,  and  has  labored  to  infuse  them 
into  the  thinking  and  work  of  its  members.  Slowly,  patiently,  but  with 
unwearied  effort  these  ideals  have  made  themselves  felt  in  the  institu¬ 
tion  until  they  have  become  a  force  in  the  State.  In  the  silence  that 
marks  the  progress  of  truth,  they  have  spread  their  hives  over  the 
world,  and  in  their  advance  across  the  nations  drawn  around  them  the 
wealth  of  the  best  philosophies  of  life,  and  changed  them  into  food  for 
the  deeper  sentiments  and  reason  of  mankind.  From  more  than  a 
thousand  sources  have  been  sent  forth  to  that  which  was  noble,  that 
which  was  pure,  that  the  growing  brotherhood  of  men  in  new  States 
and  broad  commonwealths  might  live  on  great  principles  and  be  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  best  wisdom  of  the  ages. 

“  The  bees  with  their  queen  as  the  symbol  of  authority,  are  a 
suggestion  of  the  Master  with  his  symbol  of  authority,  the  gavel.  This 
word  gavel,  sometimes  called  the  mallet,  is  from  an  old  word  meaning 
an  angle.  From  the  resemblance  to  the  former  shape  of  one  end  of 
the  gavel  to  the  peak  of  a  roof,  the  word  gable  is  applied  to  that  portion 
of  the  house  where  the  roof  is  joined  at  the  apex.  At  one  time  the 
gavel  was  styled  Hiram,  as  indicating  the  position  which  that  noble 
artificer  occupied  in  the  work  of  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem. 

“  As  the  scepter  in  the  hand  of  the  King,  so  the  gavel  in  the  hand  of 
the  Master  or  Fligh  Priest  is  the  emblem  of  rule  and  the  symbol  of 
authority.  In  Lodge  or  Chapter  it  is  the  instrument  of  order,  and 
points  to  the  control  the  Master  must  exercise  in  the  body  over  which 
he  presides  ;  to  the  wise  judgment  needed  in  dealing  with  the  reason 
and  sentiments  of  men  ;  to  the  dignity  blended  with  the  courtesy  of 
brotherhood  ;  to  the  restraints  in  conduct  as  maintaining  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  a  well-adjusted  organism.  Rude  in  its  construction,  the 
gavel  is  the  emblem  of  grander  things,  and  in  the  possession  of  Master 
and  High  Priest,  it  marks  out  as  they  rule  in  dignity  and  justice,  gen¬ 
tleness  and  charity  parts  of  the  destiny  of  each  member  in  the  confra¬ 
ternity  of  the  Masonic  Order. 

“  To  the  members  themselves  it  is  the  perpetual  reminder  of  the  need 
of  man  to  do  with  his  might  whatsoever  his  hand  findeth  to  do.  It 
symbolizes  the  truth  for  him  that  he  should,  by  the  exercise  of  the 
divinely  given  powers  of  his  being,  correct  or  break  into  nothingness 
those  things  which  disfigure  his  moral  nature,  and  fashion  by  patient, 
unwearied  strokes  the  materials  of  his  spiritual  nature,  that  in  fitness 
and  beauty  it  may  take  its  place  in  the  building  of  a  glorified  humanity. 

“  Closely  connected  with  the  mallet  is  the  chisel.  It  forms  a  part  of 
the  richness  of  the  hive  of  Masonry.  Not  alone  as  a  coarser  working 
tool,  but  as  a  symbol,  has  the  chisel  a  historic  and  national  significance. 
It  was  so  in  Athens,  which,  in  many  ways,  has  been  a  seminary  of 
literature,  of  education  and  sculpture  for  the  races  which  have  come 
after  it.  Greece  itself  in  her  art,  is  in  a  large  measure  symbolized  by 
the  chisel.  Her  public  buildings,  her  streets  thronged  with  sculptured 
people,  are  the  witnesses  of  her  high  artistic  culture.  The  loftiest  mind, 
the  most  superb  thought  of  morality,  the  highest  ideal  of  faith,  science, 
were  expressed  by  the' chisel  in  the  ivory  figure  or  the  marble  statuary 
of  the  shafted  temple.  The  chisel  in  Greece  was  the  visible  history  of 
her  moral  philosophies  and  her  religion.  The  gods  themselves  were 
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called  out  of  the  gold  or  stone  by  its  refined  work.  It  was  then,  lowly 
as  it  might  seem  in  its  material  form,  a  symbol  of  the  sublimest  crea¬ 
tions  of  the  people  in  artistic  and  intellectual  life. 

“  Its  meaning  is  not  less  beautiful  in  the  symbolism  of  Freemasonry. 
The  truths  it  suggests  are  morally  grand,  and  the  work  it  teaches  is 
higher,  as  the  sculpturing  of  the  mental  faculties  is  higher  than  the 
sculpturing  of  the  ruder  stone  for  the  statue  or  building.  The  chisel 
used  by  the  workman  or  the  artist  is  an  instrument  of  power ;  it  cuts 
the  broken  stone  of  the  quarry  into  harmony  and  shape,  and  reveals 
its  secret  possibilities  in  the  polished  and  sculptured  marble.  In  its 
higher  form  it  symbolizes  that  learning,  that  discipline  embodied  in  the 
education  which  develops  the  hidden  strength  of  the  mind  and  informs 
it  with  knowledge.  As  in  Greece  it  represented  in  a  specific  manner 
the  national  life,  so  in  Masonry,  it  set  forth  a  marked  truth  in  its  loftiest 
moral  work.” 

”  In  the  hive  of  Masonry  are  stored  law,  justice,  social  force,  love, 
and  the  emblems  of  great  things  and  good  things.  They  are  trans¬ 
formed  by  the  truth  which  religion  imparts,  and  become  the  richest 
sustenance  for  the  members.  By  the  culture  of  these  the  institution 
shall  have  an  ever-increasing  growth  and  immortality  ;  the  emblem  of 
brotherhood  enlarged  into  the  everlasting  company.  For  the  human 
hive,  so  treasured  with  principle,  has  its  foundation  in  belief  in  the 
Architect  of  the  universe,  and  its  walls  raised  on  the  brotherhood  of 
man.  It  is  this  more  than  the  number  of  its  Lodges  and  Chapters 
which  makes  it  strong  and  supreme  in  its  influence.  This  is  the  design 
which  imparts  solidity  to  all  the  structure  and  perpetuates  its  fellowship. 
Resting  on  this  everlasting  truth,  as  on  a  rock,  Masonry  may  be  agitated 
as  by  some  earthly  hidden  force,  but  it  cannot  be  destroyed.  Its  mis¬ 
sion  is  too  sublime,  its  destiny  too  grand,  for  hostile  powers  to  hinder  or 
to  wreck.  It  may  be  beaten  with  storms,  it  may  be  shadowed  with 
clouds,  but  it  shall  come  out  of  all  like  the  great  sea,  sublime  in  its 
repose  and  majestic  in  the  expression  of  its  might.  Tempests  and 
winds  may  assail  the  sea  in  the  future  as  in  the  past  and  beat  the 
waters  into  thunder  foam  and  passionate  billows,  but  the  tempest  and 
the  wind  must  cease,  and  the  broad  water  become  as  calm  on  its  sur¬ 
face  as  in  those  deeps  which  no  storm  touch,  and  leave  it  there  the 
sublime  symbol  of  the  strength  of  truth.  So  with  this  moral  institution, 
as  in  the  past,  the  tempests  of  persecution,  of  political  strife  and  bigotry 
have  dashed  themselves  against  it  and  great  winds  have  buffeted 
it,  and  the  maddened  waves  of  prejudice  have  been  lifted  up,  but 
all  have  only  beaten  to  strengthen  ;  founded  on  principle,  it  abided  the 
wrath  of  the  storms,  and  when  their  forces  were  spent,  it  arose  in  its 
wide  domain,  the  expression  of  human  brotherhood  and  human  rights. 
And  so  all  along  the  way  of  its  history,  though  darkness  fell  upon  it, 
and  ignorance  clouded  it,  it  emerged  from  them  and  shone  in  the 
dawning  light  and  the  richer  haze  of  the  morning.  With  its  faith  in 
the  Highest,  informed  wiih  goodness,  with  truth  within  it  beating  as  a 
great  heart,  Masonry  has  the  perpetuity  of  these  majestic  verities  and 
cannot  be  overcome,  but  in  its  path  across  the  continent  shall  in  its 
numberless  hives  be  radiant  with  the  glow  of  all  moralities  ;  and,  treas¬ 
ured  with  the  essence  of  all  virtues,  it  shall  fulfil  its  splendid  work  and 
pass  by  the  law  of  immortality  into  the  divine  brotherhood  of  God.” 
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The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  Darius  A. 
Ogden.  He  reviews  ably  and  fraternally  the  proceedings  of 
the  several  Grand  Chapters.  Under  the  head  of  Pennsylvania 
he  says  : — 

“  Next,  in  alphabetical  order,  come  the  proceedings  of  our  nearest 
yet  greatest  neighbor,  the  ‘  Keystone  State,’  whose  mountains,  rivers, 
coal  mines,  blast  furnaces,  rolling  mills,  and  ‘  a  thousand  and  one  ’ 
industries  besides,  stamp  her  character  as  one  of  the  leading,  and 
among  the  most  influential  States  in  the  Union. 

“At  an  early  period  in  its  history,  Masonry  was  introduced  and 
implanted  within  her  borders,  and  taking  deep  root  in  a  productive 
soil,  has  flourished  and  grown  until  it  has  become,  in  all  parts  of  the 
jurisdiction,  an  institution  of  great  power  and  usefulness.  In  the 
‘  Quaker  City  7  is  the  finest  Masonic  Temple  in  all  the  land,  if  not  in 
the  world,  symbolizing  in  its  majestic  proportions  and  simple  grandeur, 
the  strength  and  stability  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  within  the  com¬ 
monwealth  founded  by  William  Penn.” 


187  Chapters,  15,366  members. 

Comp.  Richard  H.  Parker,  Syracuse,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  Grand  Secretary. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Wilming¬ 
ton,  May  21,  1889,  and  was  presided  over  by  Comp.  George 
H.  Bell,  Grand  High  Priest. 

11  Chapters,  16  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  short,  but  most 
practicable. 

The  Grand  Chapter  attempted  to  take  action  on  a  uniform 
work,  but,  after  some  discussion,  the  further  consideration 
was  postponed  until  the  next  Annual  Communication. 

Comp.  James  Southgate  presented  the  report  on  Corre¬ 
spondence,  reviewing,  in  his  usual  able  manner,  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  42  Grand  Chapters.  We  sympathize  with  Comp. 
Southgate  in  his  personal  sickness,  and  also  in  the  great 
desolation  that  has  fallen  on  him  in  the  death  of  his  wife. 

16  Chapters,  603  members. 

Comp.  Morris  M.  Katz,  Wilmington,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  Donald  W.  Bain,  Raleigh,  Grand  Secretary. 
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OREGON. 


The  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Oregon  was  held  in  Portland,  June  id,  1889. 

Comp.  T.  McF.  Patton,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

20  Chapters,  23  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  Address  refers  to  the  work 
as  follows : — 

“  The  question  of  ‘  work  ’  has  occupied  the  attention  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  for  many  years,  and  notwithstanding  the  action  had  from  time 
to  time  providing  for  its  dissemination,  the  subordinate  Chapters  are 
still  looking  for  the  promised  'Manna.' 

“At  our  last  Annual  Convocation  the  matter  was  again  considered, 
and,  after  a  thorough  discussion,  regulations  were  adopted,  which,  at 
the  time,  were  considered  ample  in  their  provisions  to  insure  thorough 
work.  A  Grand  Lecturer  was  chosen,  funds  appropriated,  and  yet, 
the  result  is  about  the  same  as  in  former  years.  ' 

“  The  Grand  Lecturer  may,  in  his  report,  give  good  and  satisfactory 
reasons  for  his  apparent  failure  to  produce  satisfactory  results. 

“  My  personal  views  on  this  subject  have  been  repeatedly  expressed 
before  this  Grand  Chapter,  consequently  I  have  no  recommendation 
to  submit.  I  would  simply  suggest  that  as  the  views  and  opinions  of 
the  majority  of  this  Grand  Body  have  been  tried  time  and  again  and 
proven  a  failure,  that  the  views  of  the  minority  be  given  at  least  one 
trial  and  compare  results.” 

Comp.  R.  P.  Earhart  presented  the  report  on  Correspond¬ 
ence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  32  Grand  Chapters. 
Pennsylvania  receives  fraternal  notice.  He  quotes  from 
Grand  High  Priest  Barber’s  Address  on  the  “  Ideal  High 
Priest.” 

21  Chapters,  851  members. 

Comp.  Donald  Mackay,  Portland,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  R.  P.  Earhart,  Portland.  Grand  Secretary. 


OHIO. 

The  Seventy-third  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
Findlay,  September  11,  1889. 

Comp.  James  W.  Iredell,  Jr.,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre¬ 
siding. 

122  Chapters,  18  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

7 


98 


Among  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  we  find 
the  following : — 

“  Can  a  member  in  good  standing,  who  is  quite  old  and  infirm, 
receive  a  dimit  and  be  elected  to  ‘  Honorary  Membership  ?  ’ 

“Decided  ;  That  there  is  no  authority  for  such  action,  and  I  believe 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Order ;  therefore,  not 
warranted.” 


The  following  shows  a  want  of  knowledge  which  is 
inexcusable  on  the  part  of  the  High  Priest.  The  Ancient 
Charges  to  the  High  Priest  answers  the  question  without 
reference  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  The  organization 
spoken  of  is  a  clandestine  organization  in  every  particular. 

“  A  High  Priest  writes  : — 

“  ‘  We  have  in  this  place  what  is  known  as  “  Colored  Masons.”  Is  it 
proper  for  members  of  this  or  any  other  Chapter  in  the  State  to  affiliate 
with  the  so-called  Colored  Masons,  by  visiting  their  Chapter  and  taking 
part  in  their  work  ?  ’ 

“Decided:  No;  it  is  not  proper.  This  Grand  Chapter  has  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  Chapter  Masonry  in  Ohio,  and  no  other  body  can  legally 
make  Chapter  Masons  therein.” 


Another  decision : — 

“A  Companion  from  a  sister  jurisdiction,  visiting  a  Chapter  in  this 
State,  presented  himself  for  examination  —he  refused  to  subscribe  to 
the  test  oath — as  now  required  by  the  Grand  Master.  The  High  Priest 
refused  to  admit  him. 

“  Decided:  The  Committee  did  right  in  requiring  the  visitor  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  test  oath,  when  examining  in  the  Master’s  Degree.  If  a 
visitor  cannot  prove  himself  to  be  a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing, 
under  the  decision  of  his  Grand  Lodge  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  visit 
as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  within  this  jurisdiction.” 


The  following  communication  speaks  for  itself : — 

“  To  the  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  Masons  of  Ohio : 

“  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  its  last 
session,  for  sufficient  cause,  arrested  the  Charters  of  Bucyrus  Lodge, 
No.  139,  and  Crawford  Lodge,  No.  443,  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio.  The  action 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  ignored  and  treated  with  contempt  by 
these  two  Lodges,  and  a  large  part  of  their  membership,  and  they,  the 
said  Lodges,  both  continue  to  exercise  their  functions  as  though  in  full 
harmony  in  the  Order. 

“  A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  exists  at  Bucyrus  which  is  entirely 
officered  by  members  of  these  defunct  Lodges,  and,  without  a  single 
exception,  they  are  also  Cerneaus. 
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“  It  is  the  desire  of  members  of  this  Chapter,  who  are  loyal  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  ascertain  the  Masonic  status  of  their  Chapter. 

”  I  submit  this  matter  for  the  action  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  ask  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee. 

“  On  motion,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Griev¬ 
ances.’’ 

>  0* 

The  Committee  reported  thereon  as  follows  : — 

“  To  the  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  of  Ohio : 

“Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Grievances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  complaint  presented  by  Comp.  Daniel  Babst,  Jr.,  referring  to 
Ivanhoe  Chapter,  No.  1 17,  at  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  that  at  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  held  October  23  and 
24,  1888,  the  Charters  of  Bucyrus  Lodge,  No.  139,  and  Crawford  Lodge, 
No.  443,  located  at  Bucyrus,  were  arrested  and  the  Lodges  stricken  from 
the  rolls  ;  that  Ivanhoe  Chapter,  No.  1 17,  whose  members,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  were  members  of  one  or  the  other  of  those  two  Lodges, 
has  continued  to  meet  and  work  as  heretofore  ;  the  officers,  and  nearly 
all  the  members,  not  being  in  good  standing  as  Master  Masons.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  ihe  Charter  of  Ivanhoe  Chapter,  No.  117, 
be  arrested,  and  that  said  Chapter  be  stricken  from  the  rolls  of  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

“We  further  recommend  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  authorized  to 
issue  certificates  to  such  Royal  Arch  Masons,  members  of  said  Ivanhoe 
Chapter,  No.  117,  as  are  in  good  standing  as  Master  Masons.” 

Again  the  matter  came  up  : — 

“The  Grand  Tyler  asked  instructions  as  to  the  standing  of  the 
Representatives  of  Ivanhoe  Chapter,  No.  117. 

“  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  decided  that  inasmuch  as  the  Charter 
of  Ivanhoe  Chapter  had  been  arrested  on  yesterday.  Companions  who 
were  members  of  that  Chapter,  must  not  be  admitted  to  this  Grand 
Chapter  unless  they  produce  certificates  of  good  standing.” 

Comp.  Graff  M.  Acklin  submitted  the  report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  16  Grand  Chapters, 
Pennsylvania  not  of  the  number. 

147  Chapters,  11,432  members. 

Comp.  James  W.  Iredell,  Jr.,  Cincinnati,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Comp.  Mat.  H.  Watt,  Chillicothe,  Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Seventy-eighth  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  was  held  in  Charleston, 
February  12,  1889. 
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Comp.  Morris  Clarke,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

1 1  Chapters,  5  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reports  to  the  Grand  Chapter  his 
efforts  in  reviving  several  of  the  dormant  Chapters.  The 
names  of  these  Chapters,  to  our  mind,  are  enough  to  kill 
them  outright  without  putting  them  to  sleep  as  it  seems  to 
have  done.  “  Kadoshlayah,”  “  Rabboni,”  “  Hesperian,”- 
“  Living  Arch,”  “  Burning  Bush  ”  and  “  Beulah,”  are  names 
peculiar  to  South  Carolina. 

The  business  was  of  a  local  nature. 

22  Chapters,  345  members. 

Comp.  A.  H.  White,  Rich  Hill,  Grand  High  Priest ;  Comp.. 
J.  E.  Burke,  Charleston,  Grand  Secretary. 

VERMONT. 

The  Seventy -second  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
Burlington,  June  14,  1889.  Comp,  Marsh  O.  Perkins,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding. 

25  Chapters,  13  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reports  the  result  of  his  search 
after  the  Marks  of  the  Brethren : — 

“  During  the  year  my  attention  has  frequently  been  called  to  the 
indifference  generally  manifested,  not  only  in  this  jurisdiction,  but. 
elsewhere,  to  the  selection  and  registration  of  marks.  In  fact,  so  great 
an  evil  has  it  become  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  time-honored  custom  and  requirement  has  nearly  become 
obsolete.  With  the  desire  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Grand 
Chapter,  intelligently,  so  far  as  this  jurisdiction  is  concerned  at  least,, 
a  circular  letter  was  issued  to  each  subordinate  Chapter,  in  the  month 
of  May,  making  special  inquiry  as  to  whether  it  possessed  a  Lodge- 
book  of  Marks,  and  required  the  recording  of  individual  marks  before 
advancement  to  the  Royal  Arch.  Answers  were  promptly  returned  from 
all  but  two  of  the  Chapters,  and  the  following  is  the  record  in  brief 
Four  Chapters  never  possessed  the  book,  and  none  require  the  selec¬ 
tion  and  recording  of  marks  before  advancement.  In  fact,  none  require 
it  at  all,  merely  leaving  it  to  the  ‘  more  convenient  season  ’  that  most 
frequently  never  comes.  With  such  a  record  further  comment  is 
unnecessary,  but  the  question  naturally  arises,  will  this  Grand  Chapter 
by  its  own  indifference,  or  inattention,  longer  sanction  this  travesty 
upon  one  of  the  most  solemn  requirements  of  our  order?” 

If  there  had  been  such  carelessness  or  oversight  in  the 
olden  time,  when  the  Mark  Degree  was  instituted,  there  would 
have  been  no  occasion  for  the  conferring  of  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  the  degrees  of  Free  Masonry. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  took  this  action  upon  the  matter : — 

“We  are  entirely  in  accord  with  our  Grand  High  Priest  in  regard 
to  the  importance  of  having  every  Companion  in  this  jurisdiction  dis¬ 
charge  the  important  duty  which  he  owes  not  only  to  himself  but  to 
the  Craft  in  general  of  selecting,  and  placing  upon  record,  a  mark  ; 
and  to  the  end  that  this  duty  so  long  neglected  may  receive  immediate 
attention,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: — 

“  ist.  That  every  Chapter  be  and  is  hereby  required  to  procure 
and  keep  with  its  records  a  Book  of  Marks. 

“  2d.  That  hereafter  no  candidate  shall  be  exalted  within  this 
jurisdiction  until  he  shall  have  selected  and  caused  to  be  recorded  a 
mark. 

“3d.  That  High  Priests  are  hereby  directed  to  require  all  members 
of  their  respective  Chapters,  who  have  not  previously  done  so,  to 
select  and  record  their  marks,  and  that  report  of  all  Companions 
in  this  jurisdiction  who  have  neglected  or  refused  to  comply  with 
this  resolution,  be  made  to  the  Grand  Secretarv  on  or  before  January 
1,  1890.“ 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  Rev.-  Freder¬ 
ick  S.  Fisher,  and  he  makes  the  most  he  can  in 'his  fifty-page 
limit,  in  which  Pennsylvania  receives  its  proportionate  share. 

25  Chapters,  2,226  members. 

Comp.  Edwin  O.  Hibbard,  West  Randolph,  Grand  High 
Priest;  Comp.  Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington,  Grand 
Secretary. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  Eighty-second  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
Roanoke  City,  on  September  4,  1889,  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  H. 
Pleasants,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

Seventeen  Chapters  and  nine  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

This  Grand  Chapter,  while  evidently  a  Masonic  body,  has 
a  slight  appearance  of  a  legislative  body,  for  we  find  that  it 
met  “  in  Grand  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  such  matters  and  things  as  may  tend  to  the  good 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  general,  and  this  Grand  Chapter 
in  particular.”  A  Charter  was  ordered  to  be  issued  to  Luray 
Chapter,  No.  4,  at  Luray,  and  to  Tyrian,  No.  8,  at  Crewe; 
also,  to  Pocohontas,  No.  18,  at  Pocohontas. 

No  report  from  Committee  on  Correspondence,  of  which 
our  good  Comp.  William  B.  Isaacs  is  chairman. 

29  Chapters,  1,383  members. 

Comp.  John  T.  Parham,  Petersburg,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest;  Comp.  William  B.  Isaacs,  Richmond,  M.  E.  Grand 
Secretary. 
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WASHINGTON. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Olympia  on  June 
14,  1889,  and  was  opened  by  Comp.  William  A.  Fairweather, 
Grand  High  Priest.  Ten  Chapters  represented.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  reports  an  unusual  amount  of  work  had  been 
accomplished — urges  upon  the  membership  the  imperative 
necessity  of  frowning  down  every  attempt  to  foist  on  Chap¬ 
ters  the  petty  quarrels  and  oft-times  childish  squabbles  of 
Companions,  who,  for  the  time  being,  forget  the  solemn  and 
sacred  and  salutary  lessons  taught  in  our  assemblages.  He 
speaks  of  the  fearful  calamity  in  Johnstown  and  elsewhere  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  draws  a  moral  on  its  suddenness  and 
awfulness. 

Comp.  Louis  Ziegler,  the  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  near  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington, 
offered  a  feeling  testimonial  of  respect  to  our  good  Comp. 
Samuel  Harper.  He  is  in  error  when  he  says  that  Comp. 
Harper  had  been  twice  Grand  Master  of  our  Grand  Lodge. 
Comp.  Harper  never  held  any  official  elective  office  in  any  of 
the  Grand  Bodies  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  always  at  work 
in  the  vineyard,  and  never  sat  in  the  palaces  of  Israel.  He 
was  every  way  worthy  of  the  latter,  but  he  always  felt  happy 
when  he  was  placed  to  work.  The  following  resolution  was 
adopted  upon  his  death  : — 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Washington  bows 
in  humble  submission  to  the  Divine  Will  of  the  Great  I  Am  in  removing 
our  dear  Companion  on  to  that  celestial  tabernacle  of  eternal  rest  and 
peace,  and  that  while  with  sadness  and  sorrow  we  deplore  his  departure, 
we  lock  the  memory  of  his  many  amiable  virtues  within  the  shrine  of 
fraternal  breasts.  We  recommend  that  a  memorial  tablet  be  placed 
upon  our  records  to  his  memory.” 


The  Grand  Chapter  refused  to  make  any  change  in  its 
Ritual. 

Comp.  Thomas  M.  Reed  presented  the  report  on  Corre¬ 
spondence,  covering  sixty-four  pages.  In  places  he  writes 
with  eloquence,  and  again  with  considerable  freedom.  It  is  an 
able  report,  indeed,  except  where  he  fights  with  Comp.  Drum¬ 
mond,  of  Maine.  If  all  this  wrangling  could  change  the 
matter,  all  right ;  but  what  Reed  says  in  support  of  his  opinion 
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will  not  affect  any  change  in  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
Maine  or  its  Grand  Chapter,  and  vice  versa  with  Drummond 
in  Washington.  It  is  a  harmless  fight,  many  thousands  of 
miles  between  them,  but  to  the  young  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  who  are  coming  up  to  take  our  place*  or  Reed's  or 
Drummond’s,  it  is  not  a  pleasant  understudy. 

Pennsylvania  has  a  kindly  review.  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Henderson’s  address  elicits  the  following  : — 

“The  address  of  Grand  High  Priest  Henderson  is  an  able  and 
instructive  paper.  He  discourses  at  some  length  on  the  relation  in 
which  a  Grand  Chapter  stands  towards  the  Chapters  of  its  obedience, 
and  believes  that  this  subject  is  not  thoroughly  understood  by  those  who 
have  not  given  it  much  thought.  He  takes  the  ground  that  Chapters 
are  in  no  true  serse  subordinate  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  are  ‘con¬ 
stituent,’  integral  parts,  by  their  representatives,  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
While  we  agree  with  Comp.  Henderson  that  ‘  constituent  ’  is  the  better 
term,  and  more  clearly  expresses  the  relation  between  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  the  Chapters  of  its  obedience,  than  the  word  ‘subordinate’ 
we  think  he  carries  his  argument  a  little  too  far  in  his  implied  restriction 
of  the  sovereignty  of  a  Grand  Chapter.  While  those  ‘  constituents,’ 
those  component  parts  or  essential  elements,  are  necessary  to  the  life 
and  existence  of  a  Grand  Chapter,  M.  E.  Comp.  Henderson  seems  to 
overlook  the  fact  that  ‘  constituent  elements  ’  where  formed  into  a 
Grand  Chapter  lose  all  individuality  in  an  autonomic  sense,  and  the 
lesser,  so  far  as  its  general  government  powers  are  concerned,  is 
absorbed  in  the  greater,  which  becomes  the  one  sovereign  power  and 
authority  to  control  and  govern.  This  power  does  not  effect,  in  any 
sense  whatever,  the  inherent  autonomic  powers  of  a  constituent  Chapter, 
in  any  matters  consistent  with  the  landmarks  and  general  regulations 
of  the  Fraternity,  which  they  of  right  should  control.” 


Of  Comp.  Harper  he  speaks  : — 

“We  have  not  received  the  particulars  respecting  the  death  of  Comp. 
Harper,  and  can  only  say  that  we  deeply,  sorrowfully,  receive  this  sad 
announcement.  Truly  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  has  not 
only  lost  ‘one  of  the  ablest  members,’  but  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
generally  have  cause  to  mourn  the  demise  of  so  eminent  a  Craftsman, 
distinguished  alike  for  his  ability,  his  conscientious  devotion  to  truth, 
and  keen  perception  of  the  highest  and  fairest  purposes  of  the  Order, 
and  his  faithfulness  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  Brothers. 


12  Chapters,  470  members. 

Comp.  Thomas  M.  Reed,  Seattle,  Grand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  Yancey  C.  Blaylock,  Walla-Walla,  Grand  Secretary. 
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SCOTLAND. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland’s 
Reporter ,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  9,  contains  the  proceedings  of  the 
Supreme  Committee’s  meetings  and  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cations  of  Grand  Chapter  from  June  11,  1888,  to  March  21, 
1889.  It  appears  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Supreme  Committee 
(which  consists  of  the  first  five  Grand  officers  and  fifteen 
members  of  Grand  Chapter)  to  prepare  and  digest  all  the 
business  for  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Quarterly  Communica¬ 
tions  are  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  their  doings. 

But  little  business  was  doing,  and  that  mostly  of  a  local 
nature. 

Col.  Sir  A.  C.  Campbell,  Bart.,  of  Blythswood,  First  Grand 
Principal;  Robert  S.  Brown,  13  So.  Charlotte  street,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

QUEBEC. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Montreal, 
January  29,  1889. 

Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte,  Grand  Z.  presiding. 

10  Chapters,  24  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Z.  is  a  plain  business  paper.  In 
concluding,  he  speaks  of  their  foreign  relations  : —  * 

“  In  the  various  reports  received  during  the  year  from  sister  jurisdic¬ 
tions  peace  and  harmony  exists  in  the  Capitular  world.  This  Grand 
Chapter  is  in  the  same  friendly  and  fraternal  relations  with  all,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 
The  position  of  affairs  between  those  English  Grand  Bodies  and  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  has  not  changed  since  last  we  met,  nor  have 
I  anything  official  to  report  on  the  subject. 

“At  the  last  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  that 
Grand  Body  offered  its  fraternal  services  as  mediator  between  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Quebec  and  England.  That  success  may  attend  its 
laudable  efforts  will  be  the  prayer  of  all  earnest  lovers  of  peace  and 
concord.  It  is  within  the  range  of  possibility  that  an  adjustment  of  the 
difficulties  between  these  two  Grand  Lodges  may  lead  to  a  desire  for 
settlement  of  the  difficulties  in  Capitular  Masonry.  Should  anything, 
therefore,  arise  in  this  direction  in  the  near  future,  your  presiding  officer 
for  the  coming  year  will,  no  doubt,  take  such  action  as  may  be  requisite 
and  advisable.” 

We  sincerely  trust  that  the  year  will  not  end  without  a 
settlement  of  this  troublesome  question.  We  know  there  is 
the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand 
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Mark  Lodge  authorities  to  be  at  peace,  but  the  question  now 
narrows  down  to  the  Blue  Lodge  authorities,  and  until  they 
settle  matters  there  cannot  prevail  that  peace  and  quietness 
forerunning  the  stilling  of  the  troubled  waters.  The  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec,  and  those  who  guide  its  helm,  are  to  be 
most  highly  commended  for  their  truly  fraternal  forbearance 
during  the  past  few  years.  The  fly  that  has  settled  on  the 
wheel  of  peace  and  good-will  cannot  stop  its  revolution ;  it 
may  make  a  fuss  and  a  noise,  but  it  will  have  to  get  off  and 
out  of  the  way,  or  be  crushed.  We  know  that  fraternity 
and  union  is  as  much  wished  for  on  the  other  side  of  the 
big  waters  as  on  this  side: 

There  was  one  action  taken  which  we  do  not  think  right. 

“Sec.  9,  Art.  V,  of  the  Constitution  was  amended  by  striking  out 
the  first  four  lines  and  substituting  the  following: — 

“  ‘  In  case  of  the  absence  at  the  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
Grand  First  Principal,  the  chair  shall  be  taken  by  his  immediate  prede¬ 
cessor,  or  in  his  absence,  by  the  senior  Past  Grand  Z.  present.  In  the 
absence  of  any  Past  First  Grand  Principal,  the  Grand  H.  shall  preside, 
and  in  his  absence  the  Grand  J.,  should  none  of  the  aforementioned 
Principals,’  etc.,  etc.” 

Every  Masonic  law  that  we  know  of  says  that,  in  the 
absence  of  the  first,  or  presiding,  officer,  the  second  or  third, 
according  to  their  presence,  shall  preside. 

We  notice  that  our  good  friend  and  Companion,  George 
O.  Tyler,  was  elected  Grand  H. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  E.  T.  D. 
Chambers,  and  it  is  a  pleasant  report  to  read.  We  quote  one 
or  two  paragraphs: — 

“A  perusal  of  the  proceedings  that  have  come  to  us  for  review 
affords  much  reason  for  congratulation,  in  consequence  of  the  general 
prevalence  of  peace  and  prosperity  throughout  the  realm  of  Capitular 
Masonry.  Apart  from  the  long-standing  and  much-to-be-regretted 
difference  between  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  M.  M.  M.  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  England  on  the 
other,  of  which  further  discussion  herein  could  serve  no  good  or  useful 
purpose,  nothing  has  occurred  during  the  past  year  to  disturb  the 
harmony  so  happily  existent  between  the  various  Grand  Bodies  of 
Capitular  Masonry.  Internal  dissensions,  too,  have  almost  entirely 
disappeared,  and  the  nearly  universal  absence  of  references  in  the 
various  jurisdictions  to  committees  of  grievances  and  appeals  is  so 
noticeable  as  to  invite  general  comment.  Well  may  we  rejoice  at  this 
indication  that  the  Masonic  charity  and  forbearance,  typified  by  the 
blue  arch  of  heaven,  have,  in  the  case  of  our  Royal  Arch  Companions, 
been  fired  by  contact  with  the  glorious  teachings  of  Capitular  Masonry, 
luntil  there  is  reason  to  hope  that,  t;nged  with  the  crimson  rays  of 
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justice  tempered  with  mercy,  they  have  been  made  to  glow  in  a  purple 
heat  of  fervent  effort  and  desire  for  the  glory  of  God,  the  practice  of  the 
most  pure  and  sublime  piety  and  virtue,  and  the  temporal  and  eternal 
welfare  of  their  fellow-men.” 

Again : — 

“  Several  Grand  Chapters  have  legislated  against  Cerneauism — some 
because  it  has  invaded  their  own  jurisdictions.  It  is  alleged  that  it 
seeks  to  enforce  its  claims  to  the  right  of  conferring  the  Symbolical  and 
Capitular  Degrees.  We  have  neither  seen  it  nor  heard  of  its  existence 
in  our  own  jurisdiction.  But  several  Grand  Chapters  have  lent  us  their 
sympathy  and  support  in  our  jurisdictional  difficulty,  and  should  the 
time  ever  come  that  Cerneauism  is  represented  to  us  as  invading  the 
rights  of  a  sister  Grand  Chapter,  we  shall  be  ready  to  buckle  on  our 
armor.  We  believe  that  other  foundation  in  Masonry  than  has  been 
built  can  no  man  build,  be  he  Cerneauite  or  any  other  ‘  ite.’ 

“  One  thought  more.  The  Royal  Arch  is  erected  upon  the  foundation 
of  symbolical  Masonry.  Upon  the  stability  of  the  latter  must  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  former  depend.  While  we  continue,  with  songs 
of  praise  and  of  joy,  to  assemble  around  the  cope-stone  and  assist  in 
the  completion  of  the  Arch,  let  us  not  fail  in  our  primary  duty  to  the 
Craft,  or  tend  to  lessen  the  solidification  of  its  foundation,  by  with¬ 
drawing  from  it,  on  any  excuse  whatever,  no  matter  however  unimportant 
a  block  we  may  imagine  ourselves  to  be.” 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed. 

io  Chapters,  439  members. 

Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal,  Grand  Z.;  Comp.  Joseph 
Mitchell,  Montreal,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Pictou, 
June  11,  1889,  Comp.  John  W.  Ruhland,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding.  Nine  Chapters,  six  Grand  Chapters  represented. 

Twenty  years  ago  this  Grand  Chapter  had  3  Subordinates, 
with  136  members.  To-day  it  has  12  Chapters  and  523  mem¬ 
bers — a  steady  growth  to  be  proud  of. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  to  mourn  the  death  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Benjamin  Curren. 
He  was  highly  spoken  of  and  deeply  mourned. 

Of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  the  Grand  High  Priest 
says  : — 

“  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Order 
of  High  Priesthood,  which  has  been  in  existence  in  this  jurisdiction  for 
a  number  of  years,  but  has  practically  ceased  to  work  since  1885.  I 
hold  strong  views  with  regard  to  this  Order,  that  every  High  Priest 
should  be  annointed  before  he  assumes  the  duties  of  the  chair  in  his 
Chapter,  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  election  and  installation.  There  are 
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quite  a  number  of  Past  High  Priests  in  thejurisdiction,  and  I  am  informed 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  also,  who  have  not  taken  this  necessary 
degree,  and  that  there  are  now  many  anxious  to  receive  it. 

“  I  hold  that  a  High  Priest  cannot  legally  officiate  in  the  Tabernacle 
or  confer  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  until  he  is  lawfully  annointed  High 
Priest,  any  more  than  the  Master  of  a  Blue  Lodge  can  perform  the 
functions  of  his  office  without  the  installation  ceremony  necessary  to 
the  office  being  conferred  upon  him  previous  to  his  induction.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  resolved  to  take  charge  of  the  Order 
of  High  Priesthood,  as  it  very  properly  should  do,  and  it  is 
now  with  them  one  of  the  prerequisites  of  the  office  of  High 
Priest,  and  he  is  prohibited  from  conferring  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree  until  he  has  been  duly  annointed  as  High  Priest. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

12  Chapters,  523  members. 

Comp.  George  W.  Wakeford,  Charlottetown,  Past  Eminent 
Grand  High  Priest;  Comp.  George  T.  Smithers,  Halifax, 
Grand  Secretary. 

IT  IS  FINISHED. 

It  is  with  mingled  feelings  that  we  reach  the  conclusion  of 
this  report.  A  feeling  of  pleasure  at  the  intercourse  we  have 
had  with  the  many  dear  and  old-time  friends  who  have 
presided  over  the  correspondence  of  their  several  Grand 
Chapters.  A  feeling  of  joy  that  we  have  reached  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  our  report.  A  feeling  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  value 
of  the  report  and  its  review  by  our  colaborers.  A  feeling  of 
sadness  as  we  recall  the  names  of  the  many  well-known 
deceased  Companions,  whom  we  shall  meet  no  more  in  this 
world. 

There  appears  to  be  a  fatality  connected  with  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Correspondence  of  our  Grand  Chapter  for  the  past 
two  years.  First,  Comp.  Samuel  Harper,  Chairman,  was 
called  to  rest,  and  now  I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee  for  this  year,  Comp.  J.  Frank 
Knight.  He  had  scarcely  been  appointed  when  quietly  and 
calmly  he,  too,  passed  to  rest,  and  so  the  committee  is  at 
present  without  a  Chairman. 

Therefore  it  is,  that  this  conclusion  ladens  the  mind  with 
varied  thoughts,  for  the  future  is  veiled  deeply  to  us,  and 
wisely  so. 

With  this  we  bring  our  report  to  a  close. 

Charles  E.  Meyer, 

For  Committee. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

TO  AND  FROM 

SISTER  GRAND  CHAPTERS, 

WHOSE  CREDENTIALS  HAVE  BEEN  OFFICIALLY  ACTED  UPON 
BY  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

[There  may  be  other  appointments  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  but  their 
credentials  have  not  been  presented  to  and  acknowledged  by  the  Grand  Chapter.] 


WILLIAM  J.  KELLY  . 
THOMAS  R.  PATTON 

DAVID  B.  TAYLOR  .  . 
CHARLES  E.  MEYER 
CHARLES  E.  MEYER 
AUGUSTUS  R.  HALL . 
JOSHUA  L.  LYTE  .  . 
GEORGE  A.  LEWIS  .  . 
SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS 


CHARLES  E.  MEYER 
THOMAS  JACOBS  .  . 


.  Arkansas . SAM.  W.  WILLIAMS. 

.  Canada . DONALD  McPHlE. 

Dakota . JOHN  D.  BATSON. 


.  District  of  Columbia  .  .  .,  .  .  JOHN  H.  OLCOTT. 


.  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  .  WM.  J.  HUGHAN. 


.  Illinois . P.  W.  BARCLAY. 

.  Indiana . SIMEON  S.  JOHNSON. 

.  Iowa . CLARK  VARNUM. 

.  Kentucky . EDGAR  A.  TENNIS. 

.  Louis  iana . HENRY  R.  SWASEY. 

Maine . MARQUIS  F.  KING. 

Maryland . EDWARD  T.  SCHULTZ. 


.  .  Massachusetts 


Minnesota . N.  FERREE  LIGHTNER. 

Mississippi . S.  C.  CONLY. 


Missouri . REUBEN  BARNEY,  M.  D. 

THOMAS  R.  PATTON  .  .  Nebraska . WILLIAM  R.  BOWEN. 

Nevada . LEON  M.  L.  BALDWIN. 

New  Jersey . JOHN  WOOLVERTON. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER  .  .  New  York . CHARLES  ROOME. 

JAMES  S.  BARBER  ....  North  Carolina . DONALD  W.  BAIN. 

MICHAEL  NISBET  .  .  Nova  Scotia . FRASER  W.  DAKIN. 

IRVING  P.  WANGER  .  .  .  Ohio  . . LEVI  C.  GOODALE. 

MICHAEL  NISBET  ....  Oregon . JAMES  R.  BAYLEY. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER  .  .  Quebec . FRANK  EDGAR. 

ELLSWORTH  H.  HULTS  .  Rhode  Island . SAMUEL  G.  STINESS. 
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